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Example 1:
Invite experienced students to collaborate in the redesign and further development of course
resources
At Loughborough University in the UK, three faculty members from the mathema$cs department
invited a group of students to collaborate in designing learning materials to help second-year
Students designing students understand diﬃcult concepts. The four students where employed as paid interns to work
elements of a course with learning material in two math courses.
Outcomes
-students in the math courses demonstrated deeper understanding of the diﬃcult material
-student interns experienced increased conﬁdence in their math skills and themselves personally
(Engaging Students as Partners in Learning and Teaching by Cook-Sather, Bovill, and Felten, 2014, p.
30-31)
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Example 2:
Invite students to come to a consensus about what they need to do to achieve the learning goals
and earn course grades
A faculty member in physics at Case Western University in Cleveland, Ohio wanted to increase
student engagement and learning, and so engaged his students in discussion about the course goals
Students designing his obliga$ons to ensure rigorous grading and appropriate learning, and what the students need to
elements of a course do to ensure they achieve the learning outcomes.
Outcomes
-enhanced student engagement
-stronger sense of community within the course
-students taking more responsibility for their own and their peers’ learning
(Engaging Students as Partners in Learning and Teaching by Cook-Sather, Bovill, and Felten, 2014, p.
33)
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Example 3:
Have students read and score old student essays and discuss expecta>ons of student wri>ng
In large general psychology courses at the University of Kansas, a faculty member wanted to help
students understand what is expected of a college-level essay.

Assessing Student
Work

The faculty member developed a detailed rubric to ar$culate the assignment expecta$ons to
students and brought to class the rubric plus three examples of unmarked student essays from past
semesters. Students read and scored these essays using the rubric, and then had an in-class
discussion about the expecta$ons for student wri$ng, ‘with students poin$ng to speciﬁc places in
the examples where students met, or fell short of, the standards in the rubric.’
Outcomes
-Students have beYer understanding the faculty member’s goals for their wri$ng
-Improvement in the overall quality of student essays
(Engaging Students as Partners in Learning and Teaching by Cook-Sather, Bovill, and Felten, 2014, p.
49)
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Example 4:
Student-generated examina>on ques>ons and model answers

Assessing Student
Skill

Using an online interac$ve forum (for example, Peerwise), students must submit a certain number of
examina$on ques$ons and model answers, with a mo$va$on as to why the answer is correct. The
forum is open to the en$re class and students are also able to comment on and construc$vely
cri$que their peers’ ques$ons. Faculty members can as well choose to use some of the students’
ques$ons on the actual exam, as further incen$ve for the students to work hard on ques$on
development. Feedback from the faculty member and fellow students can help students assess how
well students know the material.
Outcomes
-Faculty members can see what the students see as the important content and how well they
understand the material based on their answers and, as such, can adjust their teaching
-Students can start reviewing material early and spend more $me with the subject maYer

ASP

Active Student Participation

Example 5:
Student feedback on teaching
In a large introductory psychology course, the faculty member wanted to assess how students to
reac$ng to the lectures. Using the Chain Notes technique, he wrote on a large envelope
“Immediately before this reached you, what were you paying aYen$on to?”. All students had been
given an index card to answer the ques$on on, and the envelope was circulated around the class
during the lecture.

Assessing student
reac>ons to
teaching

Only about half the students had actually been paying aYen$on to the lecture content. The faculty
member compiled a summary of the feedback on a one-page sheet (without evalua$ve comments)
and distributed it to the students. He then invited them to comment on their reac$ons and saw that
students wanted to do beYer with paying aYen$on. Students then suggested diﬀerent tac$cs that
the faculty member could use as well as how they themselves could beYer focus.
Outcomes
-Faculty members can see what the students are taking from the lectures
-Students can develop a sense of responsibility for their own behavior and improve their listening
skills
(Classroom Assessment Techniques: A Handbook for College Teachers by Thomas A. Angelo and K.
Patricia Cross, 1993, p.322-325)
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