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1. Executive Summary 
 

In 2015 Uppsala University started to reorganise how it looks at  “Sustainable Development” within its 

academic and management contexts. The University Council adopted a new strategy highlighting the general 

approach it will take to implement, manage and monitor the University’s role and responsibility towards the 

realisation of the United Nations Global Sustainable Development Goals and Agenda 2030. Endeavouring to 

build on the university’s long history of teaching and researching issues of sustainability. As such moving to 

be one of the core Swedish facilities aiming to build a forward thinking institution required in fulfilling this 

mission. 

 

Appointing a special advisor, creating a visiting Professor of Climate Change Leadership, developing a 

number of new courses and academic programmes as well as participating in various platforms in pursuit of 

attaining Agenda 2030, are some of major measurable outcomes to date. These initiatives are commendable 

and the persons and institutions working towards success in this area have also realised that it is important 

for Uppsala University to develop a cohesive Agenda 2030 operational approach that can underpin the broad 

strategy already in place. The university is able to collect, collate and disseminate knowledge, skills and 

experience whilst monitoring its overall contributions to a better world.  

 

Sufficient evidence exists that Uppsala University is indeed a major player in the Swedish, Scandinavian, 

European and global community when it comes to doing fundamental and advanced Sustainable 

Development research and education. Starting with SDG 1 “poverty” and moving right through to 

“…revitalising Global Partnerships for the implementation of Sustainable development (SDG 17)”. Uppsala 

University brings nearly 540-years of experience and understanding to the complexities of society. Every 

day the university faculty and students strive to be world leaders in developing new technologies, 

researching multifaceted questions and finding new ways to cope with complex issues.  It is therefor critical 

to remember, though it might seem challenging, it is in the DNA of Uppsala University to nurture new ideas, 

value the progressive traditions of mentorship, inclusivity and innovation. Making it an ideal institution to 

enable success in meeting the Agenda 2030 outcomes. 
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2. Key Observations/Issues to Consider 

 
Weaving together a comprehensive picture of Uppsala University’s activities in Sustainable Development 

(SD), and the United Nations Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable Development Goals (hereafter Agenda 2030 

and the SDGs) is a challenge. Universities are by nature complex institutions and Uppsala University is no 

exception. A quick review of the 2015 facts and figures is one way to illuminate this point: 

 

Uppsala University – Facts and Figures (2015) 

¶ First university in Sweden – founded in 1477. 

¶ Ranking: placed among the 100 best universities in the world in the three 

largest international rankings. 

¶ Three disciplinary domains: Arts and Social Sciences, Medicine and 

Pharmacy, and Science and Technology. 

¶ Nine faculties. 

¶ Turnover: SEK 6.5 billion (€688 million). 

¶ Number of employees: 6,949 – corresponding to 5,907 full-time employees. 

¶ Facilities: 388,000 square metres. 

 

Undergraduate and graduate education 

¶ 70 study programmes for beginners 

¶ 70 Master’s programmes 

¶ Approx. 2,000 freestanding courses 

¶ 41,470 registered students, corresponding to 24,623 full-time students (5,743 

at Master's level, 23%). 57% women at Bachelor’s level, 56% at Master’s 

level. 

¶ Most popular study programmes: law, medicine, psychology 

¶ Degrees conferred: 5,753 – 44% at Master’s level 

¶ Roughly 40 international Master’s programmes and nearly 800 freestanding 

courses taught in English 

¶ Student exchange agreements with nearly 400 universities in 50 countries 

¶ Approx. 1,600 incoming exchange students and 1,000 outgoing. 503 fee-

paying international students. 

 

Postgraduate education and research 

¶ Doctoral students: 2,437 – 48% women 

¶ PhD degrees conferred: 305 

¶ Licentiate degrees conferred: 93 

¶ Peer-reviewed scientific publications: 4,992 

¶ No. of teachers, researchers and PhD students: approx. 5,500 

¶ Teachers: 1,527 full-time equivalents – 40% women 

¶ Teachers with PhD degrees: 1,014 full-time equivalents – 37% women 

¶ Professors: 566 full-time equivalents – 27% women 

¶ Spending on research and PhD studies: SEK 4.6 billion (€485 million) – 70% 

of total turnover 

¶ 54% of research is funded by external sources 

 
http://www.uu.se/en/about-uu/in-brief/facts-figures/ 
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Sustainable Development Facts and figures (2017 based on Rapid Appraisal) 

 

This Rapid Appraisal found at least (not exhaustive, based on information only on www.uu.se): 

¶ 53 Courses/programmes. 

¶ 73 Research Centres/Networks/Forums. 

¶ 298 persons engaged -- researchers/thesis supervisors (sample list for illustrative purposes based on 

231 publications in Portfolio of Evidence). 

¶ 41 Countries and Europe, Baltic States, Sub-Saharan Africa, Central America and Small Island states 

(based on published research results). 

 

¶ 231 publications – SDGs 1-17 (portfolio of evidence (PoE) based on 5-year window in Diva, 

selecting for SDG keywords). The initial analysis is only a reflection of the primary research 

question. For more details on the areas of overlap or where multiple SDGs are covered, the tables 

providing the topics by SDG should be consulted further down in this document. Crosscutting 

clusters also emerge. For example poverty and food security, gender, water and sanitation, energy 

and climate change, peace and conflict management (etc).  

1. Goal 7: Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all. -- 

37 Publications 

2. Goal 4: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning. 

-- 35 publications 

3. Goal 2: End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote 

sustainable agriculture. -- 26 publications 

4. Goal 11: Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. -- 

21 publications 

5. Goal 16: Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide 

access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all 

level. -- 18 publications 

6. Goal 13: Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts*. -- 16 

publications 

7. Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls. -- 14 publications 

8. Goal 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all. 

– 11 publications 

9. Goal 3: Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages. – 9 publications 

10. Goal 8: Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and 

productive employment and decent work for all. – 9 publications 

11. Goal 12: Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns. – 8 publications 

12. Goal 9: Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization 

and (…10) – 6 publications 

13. Goal 15: Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, 

sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land 

degradation and halt biodiversity loss. 

14. Goal 10: Reduce inequality within and among countries. – 5 publications 
15. Goal 17: Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership 

for Sustainable Development. – 4 publications 

16. Goal 1: End poverty in all its forms everywhere. – 3 publications 

17. Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for 

sustainable development.  – 3 publications  

 

Work includes 

¶ Teaching and learning about Sustainable Development. 

¶ Education for Sustainability. 

¶ Basic and advanced research across all disciplinary domains. 

¶ Innovation/new technology development across all disciplinary domains. 

¶ Advocacy, sensitisation, awareness raising, skills development and exposure through internships. 
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¶ Partnerships within disciplinary domains, other universities, research institutes (etc.). 

¶ Serving on Swedish, European, international panels/forums on Agenda 2030 and SDG’s. 

 

Resources 

¶ Continuous resource capturing (Uppsala University, Sida, Wallenberg Foundation, Vetenskapsrådet, 

Fas, Formas, Vinnova och Energimyndigheten). 

¶ Strategic investment in research infrastructure development (equipment, courses, staff).  

¶ Pooling knowledge resources such as supervising and co-supervising research within and across 

disciplinary domains. 

¶ Talent management / recruiting and retaining knowledge experts. 

 

Inter-generational knowledge transfers 

¶ Inter-generational knowledge transfer – emeritus professors still part of the current running 

programmes/initiatives 

¶ Student supervision/ co-supervision  

¶ Project management; Expert knowledge  

¶ Mentoring  

¶ Teaching 

 

Clear evidence of collaboration 

¶ Uppsala University networks – inter/intra disciplinary domains 

¶ Uppsala-based networks (Swedish Agricultural University, Uppsala Commune) 

¶ Swedish networks 

¶ Nordic Networks 

¶ European Networks 

¶ International networks 

¶ Expert panellists / International resource persons 

  



 

 

 

8 

Issues to consider 

 

¶ Uppsala University should encourage and begin/continue an Agenda 2030 SDG dialogue in all the 

disciplinary domains. Support and urge self-identification/selection/volunteers for Sustainable 

Development (perhaps following the university’s Gender Mainstreaming model) to build up a core list of 

persons whom can drive the overall work. Formalising an implementation approach along the existing 

institutional infrastructure. 

 

¶ Developing a clear picture of the investment requirements to meet Agenda 2030 and the SDGs -- 

education, research and infrastructure. Create a panel of experts who can support grant application 

writing or where possible bring the issues of Agenda 2030 and the SDGs to the attention of the existing 

grant-writing infrastructure similar to the Science Council application mentorship initiatives. 

 

¶ Extensive time and energy already invested in the development of basic and advanced courses. Listed in 

Table 2 are 53 courses/programmes (some offering up to eight specialisation options). This work can be 

optimised using the network(s) of institutions and professionals in place to create new knowledge to 
meet Agenda 2030 and the SDGs. 

 

¶ Keep track of student numbers in SDG courses – more data to be collected on the number of students 

taking the courses and the academic throughput and the total investment in the number of students 

participating in SDG related activities. 

 

¶ Published thesis – examples of students completing the masters – it will be important to do 

routine/occasional longitudinal mapping to follow up on the cohorts that completed the programmes. 

Raising questions like topic/academic progression as well as the continuity between academic and praxis 

(etc.). 

 

¶ Facilitate intra and inter disciplinary platforms/debates to unravel the challenges – e.g. make grants 

available exclusively for intra/inter disciplinary domain initiatives. Encourage the hosting of fewer high 

calibre quality events supported by more informal activities in-between (e.g. Uppsala Culture Night). 

Encourage and optimize exchanges on all levels.  Example: A central university master web page – 

Sustainable Development at Uppsala University with links to courses, research centres, networks, 

research results, news etc. It can function like a virtual library. 

 

¶ Developing the skills sets of potential resource persons/change makers; Retain Sustainable Development 

research and education capacity with incentives (monetary and non-monetary). 

 

¶ Collate and disseminate knowledge and experience on the development of approaches to answer 

complex questions – effectively disseminate new knowledge. Example – using the experiences of 

CSD/CEMUS/Peace and Conflict Studies/ISP networks and host ‘Train-the-Trainer’/MOOCS for other 

universities/institutions. Optimising Uppdragsutbildning as a tool to reach industry / public sector with 

education for sustainability. 

 

¶ Build on sound fundamental knowledge and experience – go with the examples that work e.g. SMED, 

CSD/CEMUS, TREASURE and disseminate good examples outside academic community i.e. 

industry/international community. 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

¶ Start a basic monitoring process (if not already in place) to collect, collate and disseminate key indicators 

monitoring Agenda 2030 and the SDGs deliverables. (PoE can be a starting point). 

¶ Propose a simple Agenda 2030 SDG Academic Self Assessment Tool. Encouraging self-reporting/peer 

assessment processes versus a central administrative driven monitoring processes only (Kof?). 

¶ Build Agenda 2030 and the SDGs monitoring tools into the project planning mechanisms for new 

education and research initiatives in the field – an ‘Agenda 2030 SDG Academic Checklist’.  
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3. Project Background 
 

The primary objective of this Rapid Review was to investigate the scope and extent of Uppsala University’s 

work in Sustainable Development. Giving an overview of the Education and Research activities to achieve 

the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)1 as set out in Agenda 2030. Examining the 

university’s Strategy Documents2, Mission and Objectives, Course Catalogue and compiling Portfolio of 

Evidence (± 5-year review of Diva listings) of current and continuing research and other activities. 

 

Whilst the Strategy documents provide an overview of the university’s Sustainable Development objectives, 

faculties are urged to develop courses and build education and research portfolios that will raise awareness 

and work towards achieving the SDGs. Guidance with regards to the general thinking on the issues is 

broadly provided. It also serves as the foundation for the work undertaken in the three academic areas 

namely Human and Social Science, Medicine and Pharmaceutical Science as well as Science and 

Technology. Inclusive of the respective faculties, affiliated research institutes, partner organisations and 

networks. 

 

The university’s day-to-day contributions towards a more sustainable society were not assessed. Issues such 

as recycling, energy conservation, monitoring of the staff and student carbon footprints and/or the 

university’s green/development investment portfolios were thus excluded. These aspects are reviewed and 

reported as part of the university’s standard financial and infrastructure management practices. Future 

evaluations should consider these elements function as central to Uppsala University’s overall SDG delivery 

Agenda and thus include it in the university’s Sustainable Development report card. It can also be added as 

part of a proposed SDG Self Assessment Tool. 

 

 

4. Research Methodology 
 

This desktop study applied the Agenda 2030 and the 17 SDGs and the fundamental (popular) Sustainable 

Development concept as the basis for the review. Sustainability is defined in terms of the broad context of 

socio-cultural, economic and environmental sustainability with the fundamental principles of “do no harm 

first and saving the earth for the future generations”. The research tools included a web search (mainly 

information mining from www.uu.se), online course catalogues and links to courses from faculty websites 

and a literature search on the University Research Database Diva resulting in the Portfolio of Evidence 

(PoE). Keywords are also one of the pieces of evidence available in the PoE. Where possible background 

information and leads were followed and information verified via the world-wide-web. Cemus3 provided all 

its annual reports for the last three years.  

 

 

Internet Search 

Using the key search terms “Sustainable Development” and “Miljö and hållbar utveckling”. In addition to 

the text of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals, a review was made of www.uu.se to develop the baseline 

information set. This was used to build a view of the depth and breadth Uppsala University’s current 

“Sustainable Development portfolio of activities”. 
 

 

Course Catalogue Review 

The university’s course catalogue was reviewed for the courses offered in Sustainable Development (see 

Education for Sustainable Development). This information was complemented with information from the 

PoE database. 

 

Literature Review 

Uppsala University’s publications database, Diva was used to collect a Portfolio of Evidence (PoE) once 

again mainly using the  “Sustainable Development” and “Miljö and hållbar utveckling” key search terms. It 
is understood that there is an extensive document trail and long history of research on Sustainable 

Development in some of the research areas, but due to the limited time the PoE primarily focused on a list of 

http://www.uu.se/
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publications between 2010 and 2016. 

 

Aside from the research topics that can be sorted according to the Sustainable Development Goals, this 

process also automatically yielded a list of key resource persons/faculties/partner institutions and the 

countries where the research was done. Other documents/sites reviewed included Faculty Annual Reports, 

Strategic Plans, Contributions by Uppsala Academics to Research Reports and Academic Biographies and a 

visit to the websites of Centres, Research Institutes and Networks.  

 

This review is about gaining a broad overview and will not provide a statistically correct in-depth analysis. 

Future work would require a more in-depth data collection strategy to create an updated Sustainable 

Development PoE based on the year-to-date research outcomes.  

 

 

Methodology Limitations 

 

“Sustainable Development” and “Miljö and hållbar utveckling” and the 17 SDGs included in Agenda 2030 

Goals are very broad search terms. It yielded a significant number of Internet hits and required extensive 

sifting of information. In terms of the Uppsala University website and how universities operate in general, it 

is important to keep an open mind about collecting this type of information. 

 

In the case of the PoE, the emphasis was on collecting peer reviewed articles and bachelor, masters and 

doctoral thesis, but book chapters were also included if it fell within the indicator parameters. For example: 

Uppsala University’s Faculty of Medicine’s Global Health programme is doing extensive work in nutrition, 

immunology and vaccination (SDG’s 1, 2 and 3), but does not necessarily use the key words Sustainable 

Development or Agenda 2030 when describing this work or when logging articles in Diva. In order to 

correct against this bias, it was important to visit the faculty website and search for the most recent 

publications. The same was true in the case of assessing the work of the research centres, institutes and 

forums that is either hosted by Uppsala University or external partners. 

 

No interviews were done to independently verify the web-based data. This is a risky strategy as one cannot 

be completely sure about the latest web-updates (etc.). But since this is an initial review to provide an 

overview, future work should include a thorough institution-led assessment with the aim of establishing an 

automatic Sustainable Development Impact Reporting system. An ideal situation would be if reporting on 

Sustainable Development Education and Research activities could be mainstreamed in a similar way for 

example to how the university collects and collates data on gender equity. 

 

 

Report Structure 

 

This report continues with an overview of the United Nations Framework of the 2030 Agenda’s 17 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s). It is followed by a brief overview of how Sweden approaches 

implementing Agenda 2030 and its Sustainable Development Goals.  

 

Focus will then shift to Uppsala University’s Sustainable Development Strategies, Mission/Vision and 

Goals. This section sets the scene for the review of the university’s work in the field of Sustainable 
Development starting with Uppsala University’s portfolio of courses to be followed by a sample Portfolio of 

Evidence on the past, current and possible on-going research on issues or aspects of sustainable development 

broadly categorised according the 17 SDGs spanning about five years. In addition there is a list of institutes, 

research centres and forums and then a database of resource persons/experts in engaged in Sustainable 

Development research/activities, countries where Uppsala University is working and a list of partner 

institutions. 
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5. Sustainable Development and Agenda 2030 
 

This rapid review does not question the scope and definition of Sustainable Development. It is working with 

the evidence presented in the University’s working documents as it subscribes to the United Nations 

definition of Sustainable Development. It also acknowledges that Uppsala University operates within a 

Swedish, Scandinavian and European policy and development context. 

 

Mainstreaming the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

…The results framework of The 2030 Agenda includes 17 SDGs with 169 targets. The SDGs 

“seek to build on the Millennium Development Goals and complete what these did not 

achieve.” Additionally, the SDGs are “integrated and indivisible and balance the three 

dimensions of sustainable development: the economic, social and environmental.” 

Furthermore, the SDGs are “universally applicable, taking into account different national 

realities, capacities and levels of development and respecting national policies and priorities.” 

With regard to the targets, they are defined as “aspirational and global, with each government 

setting its own national targets guided by the global level of ambition but taking into account 

national circumstances.” And importantly, “Each government will also decide how these 

targets should be incorporated in national planning processes, policies and strategies.”  

 

The new agenda also envisages a world of universal respect for human rights, equality and 

non- discrimination, and the overriding message of the new agenda is “to leave no one behind”, 

to ensure “targets met for all nationals and peoples and for all segments of society” and “to 

reach the furthest behind first”, with two dedicated goals and relevant targets on combatting 

inequality and discrimination as well as a commitment to broadening the disaggregation of data 

in order to track progress and ensure that no one is left behind…  
From Mainstreaming the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development; Reference Guide to UN Country Teams;  

United Nations Development Group, February 2016. 

 

 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
 

This rapid appraisal report will use the 17 Sustainable Development Goals as adopted by the United Nations 

(A/RES/70/1); General Assembly Seventieth session; Agenda items 15 and 116. Distributed by the Secretary 

General on 21 October 2015; Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 25 September 2015; [without 

reference to a Main Committee (A/70/L.1)] 70/1. Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development agreed to and set out in the Agenda 2030 Preamble to which Sweden was a signatory in 2015. 

 

…  Preamble to Agenda 2030 

This Agenda (2030) is a plan of action for people, planet and prosperity. It also seeks to 

strengthen universal peace in larger freedom. We recognise that eradicating poverty in all its 

forms and dimensions, including extreme poverty, is the greatest global challenge and an 

indispensable requirement for sustainable development. All countries and all stakeholders, 

acting in collaborative partnership, will implement this plan. We are resolved to free the human 

race from the tyranny of poverty and want and to heal and secure our planet. We are 
determined to take the bold and transformative steps which are urgently needed to shift the 

world onto a sustainable and resilient path. As we embark on this collective journey, we pledge 

that no one will be left behind… 
Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

(https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld). 
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Agenda 2030 --- Sustainable Development Goals 

1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere. 

2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote 

sustainable agriculture. 

3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages. 

4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning. 

5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls. 

6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all. 

7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all. 

8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and 

productive employment and decent work for all. 

9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable 

industrialization and  

10. Reduce inequality within and among countries. 

11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. 

12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns. 

13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts*. 

14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for 

sustainable development. 

15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, 

sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land 

degradation and halt biodiversity loss. 

16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide 

access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive 

institutions at all level. 

17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership 

for Sustainable Development. 

 
*Acknowledging that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change is the primary international, intergovernmental 

forum for negotiating the global response to climate change. 

Source: Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

From: http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E 

 

 

The more familiar and broadly used graphic below offers a summary of the full list above: 
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Sweden and Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development  
 

In February 2016, the Swedish government responded to a Regional survey by UNECE and the Regional UN 

Development Group for Europe and Central Asia (Geneva and New York, 2 December 2015) on how the 

government will respond to Agenda 2030 and SDGs. Currently the Ministries of Finance and Foreign Affairs 

deal with these issues. Maria KlingΟand Kajsa B Olofsgård responded as the Desk OfficerΟAmbassador for 

the 2030-agenda.  

 

“How does your Government envisage to strengthen existing and build new partnerships with other 

stakeholders for the purpose of SDG implementation?” 

 

… Of great importance for the achievement of the objectives in the 2030-agenda is that it is 

implemented at local and regional level, where municipalities, county councils, and other 

government agencies operate and interact with the local business community, social partners 

and civil society. This will be one of the important tasks for the Delegation. It is also 

emphasized in the guidelines for the delegation’s work that stakeholders should take part in the 

work and be included in the whole process of implementation.  

 

Sweden has also expressed interest in participating in the Global partnership to end violence 

against children as a so called “pathfinder country”. As such, Sweden expects to contribute to 

sharing of knowledge and expertise on global arenas, as well as local, on the prevention of all 

forms of violence against children….4 

 

This is a more general text and can be used for illustrative purposes. Future strategy/operational documents 

or work should however consider looking at the details of how Sweden will implement Agenda 2030, the 17 

SDGs and 169 targets. 

 

The Nina Weitz, Åsa Persson; Måns Nilsson and Sandra Tenggren from the Stockholm Environment 

Institute wrote a comprehensive Working Paper (Stockholm Environment Institute Working Paper No. 2015-

10)5, Sustainable Development Goals for Sweden: Insights on Setting a National Agenda. Its contents can 

provide valuable insights in terms of how to approach the Agenda 2030 and the SDGs from a Swedish 

perspective. This report will not go into the details of their research findings, but a soft copy will be made 

available as part of this report). It is also interesting to note that Måns Nilsson is listed as one of the 

supervisors for a Masters research project at Uppsala University. 

 

 

6. Sustainable Development and Uppsala University 
 

Several texts are available on the university’s website stating why Uppsala University is working towards 

achieving Agenda 2030 and the SDG’s. The most prominent are summed up in the Programme for 

Sustainable Development and the University’s Mission and Core Values (UFV 2013/110)6:  

 

…. Pursuant to Chapter 1, Section 5 of the Higher Education Act (1992:1434), Uppsala 
University shall promote sustainable development to assure for present and future 

generations a sound and healthy environment, economic and social welfare, and justice. 

Uppsala University’s mission is to gain and disseminate knowledge for the benefit of 

humankind and for a better world (Uppsala University: Mission and Core Values, UFV 

2013/110). The responsibility to promote sustainable development falls under this 

overarching mission. The University is well positioned to be a driving force in this area 

through its large breadth of knowledge and subjects, and our goal to pursue world-leading 

research and first-class education.  

Together, the Programme for Sustainable Development and the Action Plan for Sustainable 

Development comprise the University’s common and strategic goal documents for the 
work with sustainable development. The Action Plan for Sustainable Development 

specifies the strategic priorities in the Programme for Sustainable Development through a 
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number of initiatives to be implemented in 2016-2018. The Action Plan for Sustainable 

Development aims to encourage engagement, initiative and innovation in the field of 

sustainability within the University as well as in external partnerships. The Action Plan for 

Sustainable Development will also help increase knowledge and awareness of the 

challenges in the field of sustainability and encourage accountability at all levels within the 

University. The ambition is that the Action Plan for Sustainable Development will be 

familiar throughout Uppsala University so that employees and students can be involved in 

its implementation. 

 

The Environmental Objectives and Action Plan for Environmental Work (UFV 

2012/1918)7 specifies actions that focus on environmental measures related to business 

trips and virtual meetings, energy consumption and waste and recycling, for example. 

Uppsala University Programme for Sustainable Development,  (Uppsala University: 

Mission and Core Values, UFV 2013/110)  

 

 

Finding a comprehensive definition of Sustainable Development is a challenging task. The text 

quoted below serves an introduction Uppsala University’s core strategies for the introduction, 

management and maintenance of the university’s contribution to Agenda 2030. It can be argued that 

the introductory text on the page hosting various documents serves as a general description of the 

philosophy and work guiding the operational modalities. 

 

…. Sustainable development 

Uppsala University is to promote sustainable development to help ensure that present and 

future generations will enjoy a clean, healthy environment, fair trade and justice and 

economic and social wellbeing. The aim of the programme is to stimulate commitment, 

initiative and innovation in the field of sustainability both within the university and in 

collaboration with other people and organisations. The sustainable development 

programme will also contribute to an increase in knowledge and awareness of the 

challenges faced in the field of sustainability and will stimulate people at every level 

throughout the university to take responsibility. Programme for Sustainable 

Development; Action Plan for Sustainable Development (and the appointment of an) 

Adviser to the Vice-chancellor for Sustainable Development.8 

 

http://www.uu.se/en/about-uu/mission-core-values/focus-areas/sustainable-development 

 

 

In the same vein the university’s relationship with business and society is expressed as follows: 

 

… Collaboration with business and society9 

Do you want your research to make a difference in society? Do you work in an 

organization that wants to develop through research? 

 

UU Innovation is Uppsala University’s organization for collaboration with the 

business community regarding both research and direct commercialization of 
results and ideas. 

UU Innovation can help with advice, contacts and financing regardless of whether 

you are an entrepreneur, researcher or student. 

UU Innovation provides support to individual researchers and students with 

business ideas, for example by providing advice on patent protection and 

immaterial rights, by assisting with drafting of contracts and contract review, and 

with supporting researchers and students in their dealings with government 

agencies and companies. 

UU Innovation also works to create strategic alliances between university and 

industry. Among other things, we do this by developing models and working 

http://regler.uu.se/Detaljsida/?contentId=545174&kategoriId=248
http://regler.uu.se/Detaljsida/?contentId=545174&kategoriId=248
http://regler.uu.se/Detaljsida/?contentId=545172&kategoriId=241
http://www.uu.se/en/about-uu/organisation/university-management/advisers-to-the-vice-chancellor/
http://www.uu.se/en/about-uu/mission-core-values/focus-areas/sustainable-development
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methods for interdisciplinary research with industry. 

The overall objective is to strengthen the university’s position in research and 

teaching through enhanced interaction with the surrounding society, especially 

industry. UU Innovation is also responsible for the University’s collaborative 

efforts aimed at creating economic growth in society. 
http://www.uu.se/en/collaboration/business/ 

http://www.uu.se/en/about-uu/mission-core-values/focus-areas/sustainable-development 

 

 

Implementation of Sustainable Development at Uppsala University 
 

The implementation of Uppsala University’s Sustainable Development Programme Pursuant Chapter 1, 

Section 5 of the Higher Education Act (1992:1434); the Mission and Core Values, UFV 2013/110; The 

Environmental Objectives and Action Plan for Environmental Work (UFV 2012/1918)10 and the Action Plan 

for Sustainable Development specifies the strategic priorities in the Programme for Sustainable Development 

through a number of initiatives to be implemented in 2016-2018.  Uppsala University has been working in 

this field for a considerable number of years. It is a sector leader in the fields of Education for Sustainability 

and Student-led learning and teaching initiatives in the field of Sustainable Development education and 

research.  This renewed impetus and investment of targeted funding at the central management level drives a 

fresh commitment to the issues.  

 

The next section of text will focus on the universities’ recent and on-going activities in the field. Starting 

with the appointment of a Special Advisor on Sustainable Development to the Office of the University Vice-

Chancellor. Followed by the opening of a Sustainable Development Visiting Professor Chair. Tools to 

communicate to the university staff on Sustainable Development issues. Listing the institutions that provide 

grants/calls for grants to do research in the field. Further is an overview of the courses on offer as the 

university continues to make a substantial investment in course and professional skills development. There is 

also a significant focus on student recruitment – the portfolio of evidence also showed that the Masters in 

Sustainable development programme attract a significant number of international students to the university.  

 

 

Advisor to the Vice-Chancellor11 

 

Upon the adoption off the university’s strategy for sustainable development, the university also appointed 

Professor Anna Rutgersson at the Department of Earth Sciences, Program for Air, Water and Landscape 

Sciences; Meteorology as Sustainable Development Special Advisor to the Vice-Chancellor. 

 

Currently spending a quarter of her time on this task, her work will strive to:  

¶ Coordinate and convene appropriate structures to manage the sustainable development research; 

¶ Create new ways to build up contacts and networks/links to raise the level of inter-disciplinary co-

operation within the University; 

¶ Strengthen and develop the existing programmes such as the Uppsala University’s Centre for 

Sustainable Development, conducting courses and other activities in the area; and  

¶ Represent the Vice Chancellor on issues of sustainable development in different institutional 

contexts. 

 

A ‘sector insider’ Prof Rutgersson provide the appropriate background and opportunity to do this work. She 

indicated that she sees a great need for improving co-operation between different academic areas to get an 

overall picture of the problems. “I want to promote sustainability issues into a larger perspective, and it can 

include, for example, energy and production and its implications for the environment and society," she said 

in an interview published at http://www.uu.se/press/nyheter/artikel/?id=6214&typ=artikel. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.uu.se/en/collaboration/business/
http://www.uu.se/en/about-uu/mission-core-values/focus-areas/sustainable-development
http://www.uu.se/press/nyheter/artikel/?id=6214&typ=artikel
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Visiting Professorship12 

 

The Zennström Visiting Professorship in Climate Change Leadership is a targeted initiative to bring world-

leading academic capacity to Uppsala University. Partnering with Zennström Philanthropies is one example 

of how the university is able to harness the value and support of former students and build up strategies. This 

position opens long-term sustainable development research and education opportunities. It goes beyond 

financial support. The creation of this position serves as a model of how the private sector is able to support 

academic development programmes.  

 

An advisory group oversees the Zennström Visiting Professorship in Climate Change Leadership. Their main 

task is to assess the Expressions of Interest of potential candidates for this temporary appointment.  

 

In 2016 this group drew its members from Uppsala University: 

¶ Marika Edoff, Professor of Solid State Electronics, ssk Solar Cells, (Chair); 

¶ Annelie Ekblom, Senior Lecturer, Global Environmental History; 

¶ Leif Kirsebom, Professor of Cell and Molecular Biology; 

¶ Margareta Krabbe, Senior Lecturer and Head, Biology Education Centre; 

¶ David Kronlid, Senior Lecturer, Department of Education and Swedesd; 

¶ Friederike May, Course Coordinator in Climate Change Leadership, CEMUS; 

¶ Anna Rutgersson, Professor of Meteorology; 

¶ Doreen Stabinsky, Zennström Visiting Professor 2015; 

¶ Isak Stoddard, Project Coordinator for the Climate Change Leadership Professorship; 

¶ Lisa Plattner, Student Representative, CEMUS; and ex. officio participant 

¶ Veijo Pohjola, Professor of Glaciology, and  

¶ Fredrik Åkerblom, Fundraising Function.  

 

Other members were drawn from the Stockholm Environmental Institute, Bo Kjellén; Andrea Nightingale, 

Professor at the Department of Urban and Rural Development, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences 

and Niclas Hällström, Director of the What Next Forum.  

 

 

Uppsala University Internal Web (Medarbetarportalen)13 

 

Uppsala University’s internal/staff website is one of the platforms to communicate and connect staff across 

all the working areas of the university. It can thus be considered as one of the key ‘meeting places’ to 

connect, disseminate information and share knowledge (etc.). 

 

FOR A SUSTAINABLE UNIVERSITY 

Contributing to a better world. This is one of Uppsala University’s strategic goals. 

In keeping with this, a programme for sustainable development is to be 

established. But before the programme is launched, the project group wants to 

know what issues you think the programme should raise and what an 

accompanying action plan should contain. 

 

The governing documents for Uppsala University state that “... the operative goal 

is to gain and convey knowledge for the good of mankind and a better world.” 

In the eyes of the project group this means that Uppsala University, as a globally 

top-ranked institution for research and higher education, has a great responsibility 

to ensure that our activities contribute to sustainable development on a local, 

regional and global scale. 

 

The definition of sustainable development chosen for the project is that Uppsala 

University shall: “Contribute to a better world through qualitative – and equally 

distributed – improvement of human wellbeing and the natural world, in parallel 

http://www.zennstrom.org/
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with responsible handling of natural resources on a local and global scale.” 

Which issues would you like raise? Do you have positive examples which may 

inspire others? Other suggestions for changes and new initiatives? 

We welcome your views and feedback. Send an e-mail to hallbar@uadm.uu.se or 

discuss the project in the forums. 
https://mp.uu.se/web/start/-/for-ett-hallbart-universitet-ge-dina-

synpunkter- 

 

 

However, despite the potential the link for comments, information (etc.) the page showed evidence of very 

little/no activity offering no information or comments. 

 

 

 

Funding Sustainable Development and Education 

 

Finding the necessary resources to build up a research and education portfolio in any field is a major 

challenge. In the case of Sustainable Development and the SDGs, the issues are perhaps more complex. The 

aspect to be raised can rather be that with a delay or not making an investment to do the work, higher costs 

and slower rates of return could result. 

 

Research and Education for Sustainability or Sustainable Development could be an “end in itself” or “an 

means to an end”. Once again Diva yielded a significant amount of information regarding project funding 

(etc.). Some of the main sources of project funding came from amongst others: 

 

¶ Energimyndigheten 

¶ European Union Framework  

¶ Fas 

¶ Formas 

¶ Polis Myndigheten 

¶ Private Foundations 

¶ Riksbanken 

¶ Sida 

¶ Swedish Science Councils/Vetenskapsrådet 

¶ Uppsala University 

¶ Vinnova 

¶ Wallenberg Foundation 

 

To further illustrate the vision of the government here follows excerpt from the Swedish Research Council’s 

Committee for Development Research. It published The Future of Swedish Research! Overview 2014, 

Development Research in which it states in its summary: 

 

National and international collaboration opportunities  

National collaboration exists, but could be further strengthened to increase Swedish 

 

CATEGORIES 

CATEGORY CATEGORIES THREADS POSTS 

Rektorsval 0 0 0 

 

THREADS 

There are no threads in this category. 

mailto:hallbar@uadm.uu.se
https://mp.uu.se/web/uu-forum/forum
https://mp.uu.se/web/start/-/for-ett-hallbart-universitet-ge-dina-synpunkter-
https://mp.uu.se/web/start/-/for-ett-hallbart-universitet-ge-dina-synpunkter-
https://mp.uu.se/web/uu-forum/forum/-/message_boards/category/60784336
https://mp.uu.se/web/uu-forum/forum/-/message_boards/category/60784336
https://mp.uu.se/web/uu-forum/forum/-/message_boards/category/60784336
https://mp.uu.se/web/uu-forum/forum/-/message_boards/category/60784336
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competitiveness in the area of Development research. Examples include the Research School in 

Global health, funded by FAS the predecessor of Forte. International collaboration operates at three 

levels, Nordic, European and global. European collaboration on Development research has been 

strengthened through EC funding by DG Dev, although it was not possible to quantify this. 

Examples of international collaboration include links with the CGIAR (for agricultural research) 

and the African Economic Research Forum.  

 

OVERVIEW 2014: DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH  

 

Internationally there are multiple efforts to foster alignment, e.g. the forthcoming 

‘Sustainable Development Goals’
2

. Such initiatives bring increased attention to 

Development research and present new opportunities for co-funding; however for 

researchers within a country to engage in such initiatives often requires national 

investment. A characteristic of current challenges is the increasing recognition of the 

need for an interdisciplinary approach, whereby scientists in individual disciplines (e.g. 

humanities and the social sciences, health and medical sciences and natural and 

engineering sciences) work together to address the complex challenges of the 21st 

century. Innovations within all these areas are needed and solutions need a global 

perspective with contextually appropriate implementation of locally suitable interventions 

like research on the handling of emergencies and on peace processes with or without 

international involvement. A comparative advantage of Development research, therefore, 

is that it through its international outreach should be able to use national funding to 

leverage external funding from international funders. 

 
The Future of Swedish Research! Overview 2014, Development Research, p6-7. 

 

 

Example of Grants and Topics14 

The following example is from the 2016 – 2020 Science Council grants in the field of Social Science 

Research. Uppsala University received four of the 17 allocated grants to do research on racism. The text is in 

Swedish to ensure that we do not lose the integrity of the topic due to translation). 

 

Á Hannah Bradby: Rasism inom hälso- och sjukvården: utveckling och 

implementering av antirasistiska strategier genom gemensam 

kunskapsproduktion och utvärdering. 

Á Mattias Gardell: Arga vita män? En studie av våldsbejakande rasism, 

korrelationen mellan organiserad och oorganiserad våldsbrottslighet och 

ultranationalismens affektiva dimensioner. 

Á Ulrika Kjellman: Hur ser du ut människa? Illustrationer av människan som 

art och ras i vetenskapliga publikationer från 1800 till nutid. 

Á Nikolay Zakharov: Derasifieringsstrategier och praktiker i Brasilien, 

Storbritannien, Sverige och Sydafrika. 

Á Katarina Pirak Sikku at the Centre for Gender Studies, has been granted 
SEK 5 million towards the art project “Giving me perspective – traces of 

racial biologists in sami society” (ñAtt ge mig perspektiv ï Rasbiologernas 

sp¬r i det samiska folkhemmetò)15. 

 

Annually Uppsala University researchers compete for European Research Council (ERC) grants. 

This is a highly competitive process with researchers having to develop unique ideas. In 2016 the 

goal was to gain access to the pool EUR 485 million.  

 

The following researchers from the Faculty Science and Technology (Teknat) received the coveted 

Starting Grants: 

Á Gustav Berggren at the Department of Chemistry (Ångström), Molecular 

Biomimetics, the photosynthesis group (SDG 7). 
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Á Sebastian Deindl at the Department of Cell and Molecular Biology, 

Molecular Systems Biology (SDG 3 and 9). 

Á David Black-Schaffer at the Department of Information Technology, 

Division of Computer Systems (SDG 9). 

 
(http://teknat.uu.se/news/nyhetsdetaljsida/?id=7616&area=2,5,12,16&typ=artikel&lang=en) 

 

Research funding to study climate change: 

¶ Hanne Fjelde, Uppsala universitet, 5 386 000 miljoner kronor -- 

Klimatförändringar, matosäkerhet och väpnad konflikt (SDG 1 and  13); 

and 

¶ Paul Lane, Uppsala universitet, 5 618 000 miljoner kronor-- 

Klimatförändringar: anpassning och resiliens (SDG 13). 

 
http://www.uu.se/press/nyheter/artikel/?id=7622&area=2,6,12,16&typ=artikel&lang=sv 

 

 

7. Education for Sustainable Development 
 

Uppsala University has a long history of working with Education for Sustainability. This is one area where 

the Swedish education model offers strong evidence of the society’s buy-in into the issues. The PoE 

demonstrates a strong commitment to the topic and extensive work in the field. This section will provide an 

overview of the courses organised according the respective SDGs. 

 

Since this section is the Education portfolio each courses are also listing SDG 4. The rest of SDGs were 

assigned based on the topics and it showed significant research overlap. The interpretation is largely based 

on the PoE. In addition, this section presents a few case studies of Education for Sustainability at the 

university. Investment in Sustainable Development Education, Increased interest Optimising Monitoring 

Opportunities, Doctoral Studies, Seminars/Guest Lecturers/Conferences. 

 

 

Bachelors and Masters Coursework  
 

Table 1 gives is a list of the nature and type of courses on offer. Selections include first cycle introductory, 

intermediate and master courses. Once again an attempt has been made to categorise the results according to 

the SDGs. 

 

This review did not undertake a careful analysis of the course content or curriculum reviews. The quality of 

the study materials and the depth of coverage of the topics are also issues to take into consideration when 

evaluating any academic programmes. Future work will have to include developing a set of core indicators 

that can be used as a checklist for developing/assessing courses.  

 
This list excludes summer schools, specialist workshops and training and capacity buildings programmes 

hosted by institutions like the International Science Programme. Instead, Table 2 lists all the collaborative 

research institutes, centres and forums, established with the explicit objective of pooling resources, 

knowledge, skills and experience to optimise its impacts and outcomes. Once again in this table the implied 

and implicit indicators are that the work is focused on education, training and capacity building and striving 

for research excellence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.uu.se/press/nyheter/artikel/?id=7622&area=2,6,12,16&typ=artikel&lang=sv
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Table 1: Sustainable Development Courses at Uppsala University (listed in order of SDGs 1-17) 

 

No Course Credit  SDG Goal(s) 

1.  Urban Agriculture: Permaculture and Local Food Systems 7.5 credits 2; 4 

2.  Bioinformatics 120 credits  3; 4; 9; 16 

3.  Master Programme in International Health -- Infection 

Biology, 

120 credits 3; 4; 

4.  Master Programme in International Health -- International 

Health,  

120 credits 3; 4 

5.  Master Programme in Molecular Medicine 2017/2018 120 credits 3; 4 

6.  Biology with the specialisations: 

¶ Cell and Molecular Biology 

¶ Ecology and Conservation 

¶ Limnology – Ecology and Environment of Inland 

Waters 

¶ Environmental Toxicology 

¶ Erasmus Mundus Master Programme in Evolution 
Biology (MEME) 

¶ Evolutionary Biology 

¶ Genetic and Molecular Plant Science 

¶ Immunology and Microbiology 

¶ Nabis - Nordic Master in Biodiversity and 

Systematics 

120 credits 3; 4; 14; 15; 

16; 17 

7.  Chemistry with the specialisations: 

¶ Analytical Chemistry 

¶ Bio and Nano Materials 

¶ Biochemistry 

¶ Chemical Biology 

¶ Chemistry for Renewable Energy 

¶ EACH - Excellence in Analytic Chemistry 

¶ Organic Chemistry 

¶ Physical Chemistry 

¶ Theoretical Chemistry 

120 credits 3; 4; 14; 15; 

16; 17 

8.   Physics with the specialisations: 

¶ Astronomy and Space Physics 

¶ Energy Physics 

¶ Geophysics 

¶ Materials Physics 

¶ Materials Theory 

¶ Meteorology 

¶ Nuclear and Particle Physics 

¶ Theoretical Physics - Quantum Fields and Strings 

120 credits 3; 4; 14; 15; 

16; 17 

9.  Applied Biotechnology 120 credits  3; 4; 14; 15; 

16; 17 

10.  Mathematics with the specialisations: 

¶ Applied Mathematics and Statistics 

¶ Financial Mathematics 

¶ Mathematics 

120 credits 3; 4; 9; 17 

11.  Biomedicine 120 credits 3; 4; 9 

12.  Medical Research 120 credits 3; 4 

13.  Pharmaceutical Modelling 120 credits 3; 4 

14.  Actors and Strategies for Change: Towards Global 7.5 credits 4;  17 

http://www.uu.se/en/admissions/master/selma/program/?pKod=TBK2M&lasar=17/18
http://www.uu.se/en/admissions/master/selma/program/?pKod=TBI2M&lasar=17/18
http://www.uu.se/en/admissions/master/selma/program/?pKod=TKE2M&lasar=17/18
http://www.uu.se/en/admissions/master/selma/program/?pKod=TTB2M&lasar=17/18
http://www.uu.se/en/admissions/master/selma/program/?pKod=TMA2M&lasar=17/18
http://www.uu.se/en/admissions/master/selma/program/?pKod=MBM2M&lasar=17/18
http://www.uu.se/en/admissions/master/selma/program/?pKod=MMF2M&lasar=17/18
http://www.uu.se/en/admissions/master/selma/program/?pKod=FPM2M&lasar=17/18
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Sustainabilities 

15.  Climate, Energy and Society,  7.5 credits 4; 7 

16.  Global Challenges and Sustainable Futures 7.5 credits 4; 10 

17.  Global Environmental History,  7.5 credits 4; 10 

18.  Man and Nature, 7.5 credits 7.5 credits 4; 15 

19.  Sustainable Development 7.5 credits 4; 17 

20.  Sustainable Development A 30 credits 4; 14; 15; 16; 

17 

21.  Applied Sustainability Studies 30 credits 4; 14; 15; 16; 

17 

22.  Climate Change Leadership: Power, Politics and Culture 15 credits 4; 16 

23.  Critical Perspectives on Sustainable Development in Sweden 7.5 credits 4; 16 

24.  Environment and Economics for Sustainable Development 7.5 credits 4; 8; 9 

25.  Globalisation, Resources and Justice 7.5 credits 4; 16 

26.  Global Sustainability Studies 30 credits 4; 14; 15; 

16;17 

27.  Life's Philosophy and Modernity 7.5 credits 4; 14; 15; 16; 

17 

28.  SAIL - Sustainability Applied in International Learning 7.5 credits 4; 14; 15; 16; 

17 

29.  Sustainable Design: Ecology, Culture and Human Built 

Worlds 

7.5 credits 4; 8; 9; 10; 

16 

30.  Sustainable Development B 30 credits 4; 14; 15; 16; 

17 

31.  Sustainable Development: Project Management and 

Communication,  

15 credits 4; 16; 17 

32.  Sustainable Development: Values, Worldviews and Visions 15 credits 4; 16; 17 

33.  Technology, Power and the Future of Humanity 7.5 credits 4; 7; 8; 9 

34.  The Global Economy: Environment, Development and 

Globalisation 

15 credits 4; 8; 9 

35.  Sustainable Water Management in the Baltic Region 15 credits 4; 6  

36.  Renewable Electricity Production – MA in Sustainable 

Management 

120 credits 4; 7 

37.  Sustainable Development  (MA in Sustainable Management) 120 credits 4; 14; 15; 

16;17 

38.  Wind Power Project Management (Campus Gotland) (MA 

Sustainable Management) 

60 credits  4;7 

39.  Holocaust and Genocide Studies 120 credits 4; 10; 16 

40.  Normer och värden i utbildning och undervisning 2016/2017  (7.5 hp) 4; 10; 16 

41.  Geografi B 2016/2017  30 hp 4; 9; 10; 11; 

16;17 

42.  Malm- och jordartsresurser 2016/2017  15 hp 4; 15 

43.  Turkiska språkvarieteter och litterära genrer.  7.5 hp 4; 10; 16 

44.  Global Environmental History 120 credits 4; 9; 10; 11; 

16;17 

45.  Holocaust and Genocide Studies 120 credits 4;10;11 

46.  Humanitarian Action and Conflict,  60 credits 4; 10; 11; 16 

47.  Humanities with specialisations: 

¶ Archaeology - Campus Gotland and Uppsala 

¶ Cultural Anthropology 

¶ Cultural Heritage and Sustainability - New! Campus 
Gotland 

120 credits 4; 10; 11; 16 

http://www.uu.se/en/admissions/master/selma/Kurser/?kKod=1GV082&lasar=15%2F16&typ=1
http://www.uu.se/en/admissions/master/selma/Kurser/?kKod=1MV007&lasar=15%2F16&typ=1
http://www.uu.se/en/admissions/master/selma/Kurser/?kKod=1MV024&lasar=15%2F16&typ=1
http://www.uu.se/en/admissions/master/selma/Kurser/?kKod=1MV024&lasar=15%2F16&typ=1
http://www.uu.se/en/admissions/master/selma/program/?pKod=HEH2M&lasar=17/18
http://www.uu.se/en/admissions/master/selma/program/?pKod=HFF2M&lasar=17/18
http://www.uu.se/en/admissions/master/selma/program/?pKod=RHA2N&lasar=17/18
http://www.uu.se/en/admissions/master/selma/program/?pKod=HHU2M&lasar=17/18
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48.  Peace and Conflict Studies 120 credits 4; 10; 11; 16; 

17 

49.  Political Science 120 credits 4; 10; 11; 16; 

17 

50.  Religion in Peace and Conflict 120 credits 4; 10; 11; 16; 

17 

51.  Sociology of Education,  120 credits 4; 10; 11; 16; 

17 

52.  Business and Management with the specialisations: 

¶ International Business - New! 

¶ Marketing - New! 

¶ Organisation - New! 

120 credits 4; 8; 9 

53.  Earth Science with the specialisations: 

¶ European Palaeobiology Specialisation (Uppsala-

Lille) 

¶ Geology 

¶ Hydrology/Hydrogeology 

¶ Palaeobiology 

¶ Physical Geography 

¶ Sustainable and Innovative Natural Resource 

Management (SINReM) 

120 credits 4; 14; 15; 16; 

17 

 

 

 

Investment in Sustainable Development Education16 
 

In 2015 Uppsala University invested in improving its Master Programme in Sustainable Development at 

Uppsala University and SLU. This Education Special Project focused on updating and improving on the  
Participatory Learning and Active Teaching Methods, a pedagogical intervention to increase and develop 

new participatory methods of learning and teaching. Malin Östman, based at CEMUS completed the work 

with the financial support from the Faculty of Science and Technology’s Pedagogical Renewal Fund17.  

 

Course Cancellations 

It should be noted that a critical mass of students are required to sign up before courses are actually run at 

Uppsala University. Courses listed are therefor not necessarily offered. During 2015 CEMUS experienced a 

number of course cancellations as reported in their 2015 Annual Report18: 

¶ Människan och naturen (M&N distans) 7.5 hp/credits, distance (spring); 

¶ Life's Philosophy and Modernity, 7.5 hp/credits, distance in English (spring); Ο 

¶ Urban Agriculture – Permaculture and Local Food systems (UAG), 7.5 

hp/credits, in ΟEnglish (summer); and  

¶ Människan och naturen (M&N) 7.5 hp/credits, in Swedish (autumn).  

 

ΟThese cancellations are mainly due to budget constraints and the overall lack of space for free- 

standing students (brist på helårsstudieplatser för fristående studenter). During 2015 Sustainable 

Water Management in the Baltic Region, 15 hp/credits, and SAIL - Sustainability Applied in 

International Learning, 7.5 hp/credits, run by the Baltic University Programme, were also cancelled 

due to the same reasons, and problems with the administration of those courses.  

 
CEMUS Annual Report 2015 Research, Education, and Outreach 

 

Increased interest  

Based on the marketing strategies on the website one can infer a significant spike in the development and 
attendance of masters-level programmes. From the PoE we can learn that a number of courses and 

programmes do not automatically associate itself with “Sustainable Development”. In fact entering the 

http://www.uu.se/en/admissions/master/selma/program/?pKod=SPO2M&lasar=17/18
http://www.uu.se/en/admissions/master/selma/program/?pKod=RRP2M&lasar=17/18
http://www.uu.se/en/admissions/master/selma/program/?pKod=UUS2M&lasar=17/18
http://www.uu.se/en/admissions/master/selma/program/?pKod=SFL2M&lasar=17/18
http://www.uu.se/en/admissions/master/selma/program/?pKod=TGV2M&lasar=17/18
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search terms “Sustainable Development” and “Miljö and hållbar utveckling” only yielded about 25 listed 

results. But closer inspection of the actual academic output and assessing the keywords and full texts, in spite 

of the absence of these specific notations, the subject matter or research questions encompassed 

sustainability and the SDGs.  

 

 

Optimising Monitoring Opportunities 

In terms of future academic development it will be important to assess relevant keyword selection and 

refining course descriptions. For example currently students are doing Masters Thesis/PhD projects in 

chemistry focused on nano-materials in the application and development of solar energy are not necessarily 

using “renewable energy” or “sustainable development” as keywords. The assumption being that they are 

just doing a masters/PhD in organic chemistry. Making this minor adjustment will enable improved course 

impact tracking and search engine optimization. Placing Uppsala University in a better position when it 

comes to marketing its education and research programmes. Another pay-off can be to raise the university’s 

profile with regards to delivery on the SDG objectives. 

 

 

Doctoral Studies 
The PoE gives a better overview of the types of activities doctoral candidates engage in when it comes 

Sustainable Development research and education. Works cover fundamental, applied or theoretical research 

agendas. The investigations cover nearly all areas of the research areas with a strong focus on environmental 

science, energy, gender studies, peace and conflict studies, geo-policy and politics, economics, medicine as 

well as water and natural resource management. Topics are project driven and the development of the PhD 

and Masters) Projects is dependent on the availability of research funding. Future work should include a 

faculty-wide assessment of the PhD coursework portfolio categorized according to the SDGs.  

 

Massive Open Online Courses19 
Uppsala University is currently running two MOOCS in the area of sustainable development. These courses 

are hosted at https://www.class-central.com: 

 

¶ Antibiotic Resistance: the Silent Tsunami 

Offered by Thomas Tängdén (forskarassistent vid Institutionen för medicinska vetenskaper, 

Infektionssjukdomar) and Saga Alvring (administratör vid Institutionen för medicinska vetenskaper, 

ReAct’). 

 

¶ Climate Change Leadership 

Offered by Alexis Engström (projektadministratör vid Avdelningen för kvalitetsutveckling, Enheten 

för universitetspedagogik, Daniel Mossberg (kurssamordnare vid Institutionen för geovetenskaper, 

Centrum för hållbar utveckling, Friederike May (amanuens vid Institutionen för geovetenskaper, 

Centrum för hållbar utveckling) and Jakob Grandin (Student). 

 

 

Seminars/Guest Lecturers/Conferences 
 

Currently Uppsala University hosts at least 2-3 seminars weekly that can be related to the SDGs. Activities 

include informal discussions to formal seminars, discussions and exhibits. It might even include showing 

movies. Events are mostly open to the public or aim to reach high level political and policy arenas. The 

examples listed below are for illustrative purposes and the common theme in this case is Climate Change. 

Here the objectives inferred can be that the organisers are creating a platform for discussion and build 

continuity and the knowledge community. 

 

¶ Wednesday October 12, 2016 -- Symposium: Finding our Way in the Dark – 

Pathways in the Shadow of Climate Change -- A half day symposium organized 

by CEMUS and the Sigtuna Foundation where artists, scholars and actors from a 

https://www.class-central.com/
http://katalog.uu.se/orginfo/?orgId=X43:3
http://katalog.uu.se/orginfo/?orgId=X43:3
http://katalog.uu.se/orginfo/?orgId=X43:14
http://katalog.uu.se/orginfo/?orgId=X43:14
http://katalog.uu.se/orginfo/?orgId=X247:1
http://katalog.uu.se/orginfo/?orgId=X247:1
http://katalog.uu.se/orginfo/?orgId=X35:32
http://katalog.uu.se/orginfo/?orgId=X35:32
http://katalog.uu.se/orginfo/?orgId=X35:32
http://katalog.uu.se/orginfo/?orgId=X35:32
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variety of fields…  W. Kevin Anderson, Ulf Danielsson, Hanna Wetterstrand, 

Jonas Gren and Helena Granström (SDG 13)20. 

 

¶ Wednesday, July 6, 2016 -- Almedalen Seminar: Now that we have the Paris 

Agreement on climate change – what next? To reach the Paris Agreement on 

climate change will require immediate and significant reductions in greenhouse 

gas pollution, getting to zero emissions globally from burning of fossil fuels by 

sometime between 2030 and 2050. How can this be done? Views from national to 

local levels. W. Doreeen Stabinsky, Johan Kuylenstierna, Anders Wijkman, 

Folke Tersman, Linea Engström and Eva Krutmeijer (moderator) (SDG 13; 16 

and 17)21. 

 

¶ January 25, 2016 -- Fika and conversation – Creating a platform for engagement 

on climate change in Uppsala Warmly welcome to a first meeting to engage in 

the idea of creating a platform for engagement on climate change in Uppsala, 

sprung out of the engagement and collaboration between students and faculty 

from Uppsala university and SLU that attended COP21 (SDG 13; 16 and 17)22. 

 

¶ January 18, 2016 -- Open Lecture with Doreen Stabinsky – Education, 

Sustainable Development and the Challenges of Climate Change. Monday 

January 18, 18-20. [Read more here] (SDG 4; 13)23 

 

Attendance 

This study did not assess attendance or the extent of the outreach achieved during these events. The CEMUS 

annual reports provided some of this information. In some cases seminars are hosted as part of the academic 

and course calendar. Other times events are open to the public or as part of conference programmes with 

tickets to purchase.  Reviewing the research institute websites, centres and forums listed in Table 2 also 

indicated that the respective knowledge communities regularly host events to disseminate its research 

findings. This will be a critical indicator to add to future monitoring of the SDGs and can be included as a 

field of enquiry in an Agenda 2030 SDG Self Assessment Tool. 

 

Key issues to understand are:  

¶ In the case of Climate Change for example, are students outside the traditional environmental 

sciences attending the talks like participants from economics, medicine, pharmacy and social 

sciences? 

¶ Which other forms of dissemination are used post-seminar -- the use of traditional and social media 

platforms – podcasts, live streaming, videos (etc.)? 

¶ Are the seminars/events built into other learning opportunities, like during e-learning seminars and 

Mass Open Online Courses (MOOCS)?  

¶ Is the www.uu.se the only place/space where events are publicised? 

¶ Is the investment strategic? Should there be fewer more focussed events to optimise use of 

lecture/seminar venues it is (colloquially) understood that the university’s academic calendar is 

cramped with activities? 

 

 

8. Research Centres24 
 

Strategic Research 

Uppsala University benefited significantly from the government’s 2009 decision to create world leading 

research and harness the infrastructure and resources as available via Vetenskapsrådet, Fas, Formas, 

Vinnova and the Energimyndigheten25. Currently the university participates in 20 strategic areas and co-

ordinates seven initiatives.  

 

 

http://www.web.cemus.se/2016/01/14/january-18-cemus-opening-lecture-2016-education-sustainable-development-and-the-challenges-of-climate-change/
http://www.uu.se/
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Table 2 lists all the research centres/collaborative research initiatives (as available on www.uu.se) 

showing 73 institutions (centres/ forums / platforms). This cursory assessment found that 14 of the 17 

SDGs are covered extensively within the scope of the work of the university. Since SDG 1 and 2 seems 

to speak to more direct interventions the analysis err on the side of caution against explicitly stating the 

university’s ability to ‘deliver’ on those outcomes. SDG 17 is a broader ‘capturing’ deliverable so it is 

only listed for in the case of two institutions. 

 

A more detailed self-assessment by the individual institutions might bring a completely different analysis 

to the fore. The list is not exhaustive and further work is required to map the extent and nature of each 

initiative, partnership or platform. These institutions were established to bring highly specialised and 

focused sectors together and manages to cover nearly all the 17 SDGs with significant institutional 

overlap in terms of the delivery on the goals. When reading this table alongside the Portfolio of 

Evidence, a clear correlation can be drawn on the efficacy and outcomes of the collaborations. Indicators 

such as thesis supervision and management shared between Faculties, departments and research groups 

(mainly internally) and supervision and co-supervision by doctoral students, lecturers, associate 

professors and professors from collaborating partner institutions.  

 

 

Table 2: Strategic Research Institutes 

 

No Research Area/Institute SDG Goal 

1.  Veterinärenheten 2; 4  

2.  Livsmedelscentrum (ingen webbsida) 2; 3; 4 

3.  eSSENCE (E-vetenskap)   2; 3; 4; 9 

4.  Forum för astma- och allergiforskning 3 

5.  U-CAN (Cancer) 3; 4 

6.  U-CARE (Vårdforskning)  3; 4 

7.  Diabetes (EXODIAB) 3; 4 

8.  Epidemiologi (EpiHealth) 3; 4 

9.  UCEG – Uppsala Centre for Evolution and Genomics (Linnéstöd) 3; 4 

10.  The Uppsala Centre for Evolution and Genomics (UCEG) 3; 4 

11.  Uppsala RNA Research Center (URRC) (Linnémiljö 2006 UFV2008-15) 3; 4 

12.  Centrum för funktionshinder 3; 4 

13.  Centrum för reproduktionsbiologi i Uppsala (CRU) 3; 4 

14.  National initiative on stem cells for regenerative therapy (StemTherapy) 3; 4 

15.  Centrum för klinisk forskning Dalarna 3; 4  

16.  Centrum för klinisk forskning i Sörmland (CKFD) 3; 4  

17.  Centrum för klinisk forskning, Gävleborg 3; 4 

18.  Centrum för klinisk forskning, Västerås 3; 4 

19.  Centrum för klinisk medicinsk forskning (CKMF) 3; 4  

20.  Centrum för miljörelaterad ohälsa och stress (CEOS) 3; 4 

21.  Forum för diabetesforskning 3; 4 

22.  Ludwiginstitutet för cancerforskning 3; 4; 9 

23.  SciLifeLab – Science for Life Laboratory (Molekylär biovetenskap) 3; 4 

24.  Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT) -- EIT Health understödjer 

entreprenörskap i syfte att utveckla innovationer för ett hälsosamt 

åldrande. 

3; 4; 9; 16 

25.  Nationellt resurscentrum för biologi och bioteknik 3; 4; 9 

26.  Uppsala Berzelii Technology Center for Neurodiagnostics 3; 4; 9 

27.  SciLifeLab; Administrativt centrum för SciLifeLab i Uppsala 3; 4; 9 

28.  Kunskapscentrum för katastrofpsykiatri 3; 4; 16 

29.  Regionala etikprövningsnämnden i Uppsala 3; 4 

http://www.uu.se/
http://katalog.uu.se/orginfo/?orgId=X164:1
http://essenceofescience.se/
http://katalog.uu.se/orginfo/?orgId=X175
http://www.u-can.uu.se/
http://www.u-care.uu.se/?languageId=3&languageId=1
http://www.exodiab.se/
http://www.med.lu.se/plain/epidemiology_for_health_epihealth
http://www.uceg.uu.se/?languageId=3
http://www.uceg.uu.se/
http://www.urrc-linnaeuscentre.uu.se/
http://www.cff.uu.se/
http://www.slu.se/cru
http://www.med.lu.se/labmedlund/stemtherapy
http://katalog.uu.se/orginfo/?orgId=X177
http://katalog.uu.se/orginfo/?orgId=X186
http://katalog.uu.se/orginfo/?orgId=X178
http://katalog.uu.se/orginfo/?orgId=X179
http://katalog.uu.se/orginfo/?orgId=X180
http://katalog.uu.se/orginfo/?orgId=X188
http://katalog.uu.se/orginfo/?orgId=X176
http://katalog.uu.se/orginfo/?orgId=X216
http://www.scilifelab.se/
http://www.uu.se/eithealth
http://www.bioresurs.uu.se/
http://www.berzelii.uu.se/#__utma=1.1838861577.1386255797.1401810432.1402586049.71&__utmb=1.2.10.1402586049&__utmc=1&__utmx=-&__utmz=1.1402586049.71.2.utmcsr=google%7Cutmccn=%28organic%29%7Cutmcmd=organic%7Cutmctr=%28not%20provided%29&__utmv=-&__utmk=206534931
http://www.scilifelab.se/
http://katalog.uu.se/orginfo/?orgId=X243
http://katalog.uu.se/orginfo/?orgId=X183
http://katalog.uu.se/orginfo/?orgId=X214
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No Research Area/Institute SDG Goal 

30.  Uppsala kliniska forskningscentrum (UCR) 3; 4 

31.  Uppsala antibiotikacentrum 3; 4 

32.  Forum för turkiska studier 4; 10; 16 

33.  UCRS – Uppsala Centrum för Rysslandsstudier 4; 10; 16 

34.  Centrum för forskning om religion och samhälle  – IMPACT (Linnéstöd) 4; 10; 16 

35.  Centrum för hållbar utveckling (UCSD) 4; 6; 7; 13; 14; 

15;16 

36.  International Science  Programme (ISP)  4; 10; 16 

37.  Centrum för biologisk mångfald (CBM) 4; 15; 16 

38.  Centrum för forskning om religion och samhälle (CRS) 4; 16 

39.  Centrum för företagandets historia 4; 8; 12 

40.  Centrum för teknik- och vetenskapsstudier 4; 9 

41.  SWEDESD - Internationellt center för lärande för hållbar utveckling 4; 10 

42.  Centrum för genusvetenskap 4; 5 

43.  STandUP (Energi) 4; 7; 9; 13 

44.  Upptech (Uppsala University School of Technology) 4; 9; 10 

45.  Centrum för ämnesdidaktisk forskning (MINT) 4; 9 

46.  Forum för Afrikastudier 4; 10; 16 

47.  Forum för Kinastudier 4; 10; 16 

48.  Forum för samverkan 4; 10; 16 

49.  Forum för Tysklandsstudier 4; 10; 16 

50.  Hugo Valentin-centrum 4; 10; 16 

51.  Svenska institutet för Nordamerikastudier (Sinas) 4; 10; 16 

52.  Uppsala forum för demokrati, fred och rättvisa 4; 10; 16 

53.  Centrum för naturkatastrofslära (CNDS) 4; 13; 15; 16 

54.  KIC – Knowledge and Innovation Communities och European Institute of 

Innovation and Technology -- KIC InnoEnergy 

4; 7; 9 

55.  Svenskt hybridfordonsforskningscentrum (SHC) 4; 7; 9 

56.  Centrum för bildanalys (CBA) 4; 9 

57.  Centrum för frielektronlaserforskning (FEL) 4; 9 

58.  Nationellt IT-användarcentrum (NITA) 4; 9; 17 

59.  Centrum för polisforskning 4; 10; 11; 16 

60.  Institutet för bostads- och urbanforskning (IBF) 4; 11; 16 

61.  Institutet för fastighetsrättslig forskning (IFF) 4; 11; 16 

62.  Linnean Center for Plant Biology in Uppsala (LCPU) 4; 15 

63.  Svenskt kärntekniskt centrum (SKC) 4; 7; 9 

64.  Uppsala Center for Fiscal Studies 4; 8; 10 

65.  EIT Raw Materials rör frågor kring råmaterial t.ex. hållbar prospektering, 

utvinning och återvinning. 

4; 8; 12; 15; 

66.  Centrum för fotonvetenskap 4; 9 

67.  Centrum för interdisciplinär matematik (CIM) 4; 9 

68.  Uppsala Programming for Multicore Architectures (UPMARC) 

(Linnéstöd) 

4; 9 

69.  Centrum för neutronspridning 4; 9 

70.  Swedish National Infrastructure for Computing (SNIC) 4; 9 

71.  Tandemlaboratoriet (ingen webbsida) 4; 9 

72.  Uppsala Multidisciplinary Centre for Advance Computational Science 

(UPPMAX) 

4; 9 

73.  NOHA (Network on Humanitarian Assistance) (ingen webbsida) 10; 16; 17 

 

http://katalog.uu.se/orginfo/?orgId=X185
http://katalog.uu.se/orginfo/?orgId=X249
http://www.turkicforum.uu.se/
http://www.ucrs.uu.se/Forskning/?languageId=3&languageId=1
http://www.crs.uu.se/
http://www.csduppsala.uu.se/
http://www.isp.uu.se/
http://www.slu.se/cbm
http://www.crs.uu.se/
http://www.ucbh.uu.se/
http://www.sts.uu.se/
http://swedesd.uu.se/
http://www.gender.uu.se/
http://www.standupforenergy.se/
http://www.mint.uu.se/
http://www.afrikastudier.uu.se/
http://www.lingfil.uu.se/forskning/forum-for-kinastudier
http://forumforsamverkan.uu.se/
http://www.fft.uu.se/
http://www.valentin.uu.se/
http://www.humsam.uu.se/forskning/centrum/working=http:/admin.webb.uu.se/sinas
http://www.uppsalaforum.uu.se/
http://www.cnds.se/
http://www.kic-innoenergy.com/
http://hybridfordonscentrum.se/
http://www.cb.uu.se/
http://www.frielektronlaser.se/
http://www.nita.uu.se/
http://www.polisforsk.uu.se/
http://www.ibf.uu.se/
http://www2.statsvet.uu.se/IFF/tabid/784/language/sv-SE/Default.aspx
http://lcpu.se/
http://www.kth.se/sci/2.7762/skc
http://www.nek.uu.se/forskning/forskningscentra/ucfs/
http://eit.europa.eu/eit-community/eit-raw-materials
http://www.photonscience.uu.se/
http://www.math.uu.se/cim
http://www.it.uu.se/research/upmarc
http://www.neutronscattering.uu.se/
http://www.snic.vr.se/
http://www.uppmax.uu.se/
http://www.uppmax.uu.se/
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9. Research Portfolio of Evidence (PoE) 
 

The Diva database was used for the Literature Review into Sustainable Development research at Uppsala 

University. Using keywords like “Sustainable Development” and “Miljö and hållbar utveckling” with 

“energy”, “nutrition” “water”, “gender” “environment” “management” (etc.). The review was confined to the 

recent five years. Table 3 is an excerpt of Annex 1 and shows the first three rows of 232 listings. It 

demonstrates the scope and type of research published. Collating evidence in this way means coping with a 

moving goal post. Once again the work was assessed and categorised according to the 17 SDGs. 

 

The PoE covers journal articles and the occasional book chapter together with bachelors, masters and 

doctoral theses. Assessing the key words, full texts and abstracts was the basis of the means of verification to 

confirm compliance to the scope of Agenda 2030 and Sustainable Development.  However, the drawback of 

this technique is that it produced a subjective analysis open to interpretation of both the text and the SDGs 

applying a vigorous application of the indicators.  

 

 

General Observation 
Programmes like the Masters in Sustainable development is highly productive. Running since 2011, the 

infrastructure to supervise a number of students simultaneously means that Uppsala University is fast 

becoming one of the leading international institutions in building global capacity for a more sustainable 

society. 

 

 

Table 3: Sample Portfolio of Evidence 

 

Name/Author(s) Faculty Topic/Title Weblink/Diva/Publ./Keyw

ords 

Year  Faculty SDG 

Goal 

Ferrarini, Tommy; 

Nelson, Kenneth; 

Palme, Joakim 

 

Uppsala University, 

Disciplinary Domain of 

Humanities and Social 

Sciences, Faculty of Social 

Sciences, Department of 

Government. 

’Social transfers 

and poverty in 

middle- and 

high-income 

countries: A 

global 

perspective 

DiVA: diva2:890304 

 

Global Social Policy, 

ISSN 1468-0181, E-ISSN 

1741-2803, Vol. 16, no 1, 

22-46 p; 2016.   

2016 Humsam 1 

Målqvist, Mats 

Uppsala University, 

Disciplinary Domain of 

Medicine and Pharmacy, 

Faculty of Medicine, 

Department of Women's 

and Children's Health, 

International Maternal and 

Child Health (IMCH). 

(Internationell barnhälsa 

och nutrition/Persson) 

Abolishing 

inequity, a 

necessity for 

poverty 

reduction and 

the realisation of 

child mortality 

targets 

DiVA: diva2:785955 

 

Archives of Disease in 

Childhood, ISSN 0003-

9888, E-ISSN 1468-2044, 

Vol. 100 Suppl 1, S5-S9 p. 

 

Article in journal 

(Refereed) Published 

2015. Vol. 100 Suppl 1, 

S5-S9 p. 

Public Health, Global 

Health, Social Medicine 

and Epidemiology 

2015 Medfarm 1;  

2 

Åkerberg, Frida 

Uppsala University, 

Disciplinary Domain of 
Humanities and Social 

Women as a 

‘conduit of 

policy’? -­ A 
study of women 

DiVA: diva2:741857 

 

Independent thesis 
Advanced level (degree of 

2014  Humsam 1; 

2; 

5 

http://uu.diva-portal.org/smash/record.jsf?pid=diva2%3A890304
http://uu.diva-portal.org/smash/record.jsf?pid=diva2%3A785955
http://uu.diva-portal.org/smash/record.jsf?pid=diva2%3A741857
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Name/Author(s) Faculty Topic/Title Weblink/Diva/Publ./Keyw

ords 

Year  Faculty SDG 

Goal 

Sciences, Faculty of 

Theology, Department of 

Theology. 

 

Supervisors 

 

Larsson-Lidén, Lisbeth 

as recipients of 

cash-­based 

interventions 

aimed at 

improving food 

security at the 

household level 

in Southern 

Somalia. 

Master (Two Years)), 20 

credits / 30 HE credits / 

Student thesis; 2014 

(English) 

 

Keyword [en] 

Gender in humanitarian 

action, women in 

humanitarian action, 

female-headed 

households, cash-transfers 

 

Educational program 
Master Programme in 

International 

Humanitarian Action 

 

 

10. Case Examples 
 

This section provides a short summary of examples of education for sustainability initiatives that Uppsala 

University either leading or partnering. The PoE revealed that several studies have been done to monitor the 

impact and efficacy and impacts of some these initiatives against its stated Sustainable Development 

objectives. Presented are short overviews of the Centre for Environment and Development Studies (Cemus); 

Masters Programme in Sustainable Development; the Baltic University Programme (BUP), The TREASURE 

project and the Master Programme in Global Health. 

 

The Centre for Environment and Development Studies (Cemus)26 
 

The Centre for Environment and Development Studies (CEMUS), is a student-

initiated, trans-disciplinary centre at Uppsala University and Swedish University of 

Agricultural Sciences, with the explicit ambition to contribute to a more just and 

sustainable world. Student-faculty collaboration weaves as a golden thread through 

the history and organization of all activities at the centre. 
http://www.web.cemus.se/about/ 

 

ñTo change the world into a better place for all” is the goal and vision that has been driving the work done 

by CEMUS for 25 years. Bringing research, education and outreach to the community. This is a true 

collaboration on many levels. Between Uppsala University and the Swedish Agricultural University; 

students and faculty; society and academia and most of all, bridging the gaps between study areas as well as 

theoretical paradigms. CEMUS started its activities in 1992 offering Människan och naturen (Humanity and 
Nature) as the course activated and managed by students. This was followed one year later with convening 

the CEMUS Forum arranging open events, during which time it was also established.  

 

This is surely one of the flagships of Uppsala University when it comes to experimenting with new ways to 

learn and teach society about sustainable development issues. A hub in the Department of Earth Sciences 

students naturally interested ñTo change the world into a better place for all” seem to gravitate to the 

regularly hosted seminars, annual conference and courses. 

 

 

 

Uppsala University Education for Sustainability27 
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Uppsala University is one of the leading institutions in the field of Education for Sustainability. 

Managed within the Faculty of Education, responsible for educating thousands of Swedish 

teachers in the field of Education for Sustainability. Their work is focussed on building 

knowledge and skills in understanding the concepts, principles and practice of what 

‘sustainable development’ means to society.  
Institute for research about education and sustainable development (IRESD)28 (SDG 4) 

 

The university hosts the Institute for research about education and sustainable development 

(IRESD). This virtual institute’s main purpose is to mobilize and coordinate research and to 

distribute and disseminate research results within the field of education for sustainable 

development (ESD). Assembling PhDs, educators, and PhD students from four Swedish 

universities: Mälardalen University (The School of Education, Culture and Communication), 

Stockholm University (Department of Mathematics and Science Education), Uppsala 

University (Department of Education) and Örebro University (School of Humanities, 

Education, and Social Sciences).  

 

IRESD provides an interface between ESE research and practice. Together with the 

implementing partners is formulate the Graduate school in Education and Sustainable 

Development (GRESD)29. In addition the research environment Studies of Meaning-making in 

Educational Discourses (SMED)30 and the Uppsala Trans-disciplinary Seminar in Sustainable 

Development (TRUST)31 an important national and international research and development 

environment.  

 

Another example of the work in this area from the Faculty of Education is the development of the Education 

for special needs/inclusive education Studies on Equity in Education (SEE)32 initiative (SDG 4 and 10). This 

is best described with the text from the website: 

 

… Increasing inequalities in welfare societies the last decades affects issues on democracy, 

human rights and equity in society. In parallel with the increasing segregation and the growing 

class divide in society, far-right political parties and groups have experienced a period of 

significant growth. Their success has been achieved through a rhetoric based on a very 

simplified and biased worldview that constantly pairs marginalized groups in society with 

crime and threats to national majority cultures.  Due to these social tensions it is more 

important than ever to develop research and debate that highlight complexities, challenges and 

possibilities for equity in society. Education plays a significant role in both counteracting and 

increasing these societal inequalities and threats. 

 

…The research network Studies on Equity in Education (SEE) was created with the aim to 

develop and disseminate critical studies on equity in education, through dialogue with the 

research community and the society in large. We are an interdisciplinary research network that 

places the spotlight on the complexities and tension that constitute the relationships between 

equity and education. The researchers in the network originate from various fields, theoretical 

and methodological backgrounds but are unified in indulging in critical approaches in their 

analyses on equity and education. The critical perspectives contribute to highlight possibilities 

and obstacles in pursuing equity in formal and informal educational contexts. Central for the 

research network is the idea that different conceptions of equity result in different practices that 

come with different consequences for the development of equity. 

 

…. The research area Pedagogics and Special Needs focuses  difficulties that emerge in 

education  in different historical, social and cultural settings where teaching, learning and 

socialisation takes place.  Contexts for empirical studies are the whole educational system from 

preschool to higher education but also work life and informal settings. Network Members in 

the PS-group are involved in different research networks such as REDDI (Research in 

Educational Dilemmas Inclusion and Democracy)33 and CHILD (Child Health Intervention 

Learning Disability)34. The PS group also cooperate with the CLIP and Step-groups at the 

http://www.mnd.su.se/
http://www.edu.uu.se/
http://www.oru.se/Institutioner/Humaniora-utbildning-och-samhallsvetenskap/
http://www.oru.se/Institutioner/Humaniora-utbildning-och-samhallsvetenskap/
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department. 
http://www.edu.uu.se/research/education/specialneeds 

Masters Programme in Sustainable Development35 
 

Uppsala University’s Master Programme in Sustainable Development (Masterprogram i 

hållbar utveckling) (SDG 4; 6; 7; 8; 9; 10; 14; 15; 16; 17) is a 120 credit course offered by the 

Faculty of Science and Technology (TEKNAT). The course started in 2011 with a revision in 

in 2015/47. It is a collaboration project between Uppsala University and the Swedish 

Agricultural University (SLU). Prospective students meeting the following academic 

requirements are eligible: A Bachelor's degree (equivalent to a Swedish Kandidatexamen) from 

an internationally recognised university. The main fields of study for consideration are: natural 

sciences; technology; the social sciences; law or the humanities (with the exception of 

language studies). The latest course outline, in effect from the 2016 Autumn. Some of the 

programme courses are offered jointly with the Swedish Agricultural University (SLU).  

 

 

 

 

Baltic University Programme (BUP) 36 

 
The Baltic University Programme  (SDG 4; 6; 7; 10; 14; 15; 16; 17) can probably be considered as one of the 

world leading initiatives in the field of research and Education for Sustainability. This network brings 

together 225 universities and other institutes of higher learning in the Baltic Sea region. Doing research and 

implementing education initiatives to improve the quality of life in this region. Striving towards answering 

critical questions of sustainable development, environmental protection, and democracy.  

 

… The aim is to support the key role that universities play in a democratic, peaceful and 

sustainable development. This is achieved by developing university courses, and by 

participation in projects in cooperation with authorities, municipalities and others. 
http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/index.php/welcome 

 

 

TREASURE project37 
 

The Targeting Emerging Contaminated Sediments Along The Uplifting Northern Baltic Coast Of Sweden 

For Remediation (TREASURE) is a good example a trans-disciplinary project. Benefitting from about a 7 

million Sek grant from FORMAS and is managed by Prof Ian Snowball, professor at Department of Earth 

Sciences, Natural Resources and Sustainable Development. 

 

… The goal is to develop new methods to assess the risk of dispersal of contaminant laden, 

cellulose rich fibre banks that exist in shallow waters along the Swedish coast and identify the 

areas in most urgent need of remediation. It is said that extremely high concentrations of 
organic pollutants and heavy metals exist in these industrially formed banks and disperse to 

areas of bioaccumulation. At the moment, Sweden has no quantitative knowledge about the 

physical and chemical stability of the fiber banks and no systematic assessment method 

combines toxicity and contaminant dispersal by various pathways, such as submarine 

landslides. 

 

A transdisciplinary group of Swedish partners and international collaborators combine their 

knowledge, infrastructure and concepts to systematically characterize the geotechnical, 

chemical and (micro) biological properties of the fibre banks and underlying sediments and 

trace the movement of hazardous substances into benthic fauna. The chosen study area is the 

Ångermanälven estuary, which is an area with known environmental concerns. The 

complementary data sets will form the input to a probability analysis that will classify the 

http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/index.php/welcome
http://katalog.uu.se/organisation/?orgId=X35:34
http://katalog.uu.se/organisation/?orgId=X35:34
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polluted areas in terms of chemical and physical stability and hazard level. The method 

developed will produce thematic risk assessment maps, which can be used by environmental 

managers involved in remediation. 
http://www.geo.uu.se/research/natural-resources-sustainable-development/ongoing-research/ 

 

 

Global Health38 
 

Reviewing Uppsala University’s work with regards to SDG 1, 2; 3 and 4, the Master Programme in Global 

Health seemed to capture the Faculty’s role and functions towards the delivery in this strategic area.  

 

The course brochure highlights the following: 

The Master Programme in Global Health prepares its students for leadership in promoting 

global health. It equips participants with the necessary skills to appreciate and analyse 

global health problems and to develop and evaluate actions to improve public health. 

Offering compulsory and elective courses and includes planning, performing, analysing 

and reporting an independent global health research project.  

 

… Starting with an introduction in semester one focused on basic knowledge in global 

health and research methods, and introduces the second semester’s advanced course 

focusing on global nutrition, sexual and reproductive health and child health. The third 

semester prepares the student to complete the master's thesis in the last semester with 

courses in research methods and fieldwork, but can also be combined with an internship.  

 

Teaching is based on international health research and offered by faculty Uppsala 

University, invited Swedish and international researchers. Lecturers have extensive 

experience of global health work in Africa, Asia and Latin America. Instruction 

comprises mix of lectures, seminars, groupwork and assignments. Students will have the 

opportunity to develop their abilities in understanding, interpreting and critically evaluate 

scientific literature. Practiced by discussing the results and methodology, fact summaries 

and hypotheses. 

Graduates obtain a Master of Medical Science (120 credits) with Global Health as the 

main field of study. 
(http://www.uu.se/digitalAssets/640/640744_master-programme-in-global-health-2017-2018.pdf) 

 

 

11. Sustainability Research Places/Spaces 
 

As Uppsala University does not record student nationalities, the research locations were based on research 

topics and study locations. The PoE database was quite revealing in this regard and Table 4 is a list of the 

countries organised according to region where research was done or that served as the source of the 

investigations.  
 

The majority of the research projects were done in Sweden or based on Swedish institutions working abroad. 

It also covers a number of societal spheres. Some research projects focused on regional contexts (Central 

America, Europe, Small Islands and Southern Africa).  

Other researchers looked at issues in a ‘global’ and ‘worldwide’ context and at least two studies reviewed 

issues related to Nato, middle- and low-income countries and the United Nations. 

 

This list is not exhaustive and based on the locations gleaned in the 231 publications listed in the PoE. 

 

 

 

Table 4: Research locations 

 

http://www.uu.se/digitalAssets/640/640744_master-programme-in-global-health-2017-2018.pdf
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Africa  Asia Central 

/Latin 

America 

Europe Middle 

East 

North 

America 

South East 

Asia 

Botswana 

Cameroon  

Ethiopia 

Ghana 

Kenya 

Lesotho 

Mozambique 

Somalia 

South Africa 

Swaziland 

Tanzania 

Uganda 

Bangladesh 

China  

India 

Japan 

Mongolia 

Nepal 

Pakistan 

Russia 

South Korea 

Colombia 

Nicaragua 

Brazil 

Denmark 

France 

Germany 

Iceland 

Kosovo 

Romania 

Sweden/Gotland 

Turkey 

United Kingdom 

the 

Jordan 

Palestine 

Canada 

United 

States of 

America 

the 

Cambodia 

Indonesia 

Philippines 

Vietnam 

 

 

12. List of Resource Persons 
 

How does one collate a list of resource persons engaged in Sustainable Development research and 

education? In this case, the Portfolio of Evidence yielded a list of 298 persons fulfilling the roles of 

researchers and thesis supervisors engaged in sustainability research. The vast majority are based at Uppsala 

University, but for the purpose of discussion and inclusivity, in the case of collaborative initiatives, 

researchers from collaborating universities in Sweden and other parts of the world were also captured.  

 

In the absence of a database format and due to time and resource constraints, this list is organised in 

alphabetical order. The next phase of implementation can work on a contact database/repository. Table 5 is a 

sample of the full list attached. 

 

Table 5: Sustainable Development Researchers/Supervisors (Sample of Annex 2) 

 

No Name University /Faculty 

1.  Adnan, Hezri Institute of Strategic and International Studies. 

2.  Adolfsson, Päivi Uppsala University Disciplinary Domain of Medicine and Pharmacy, 

Medicinska och farmaceutiska vetenskapsområdet, 

centrumbildningar mm, Centre for Disability Research. 

3.  Ahlgren, Serina SLU -- Sveriges Lantbruksuniversitet, SLU. 

4.  Ahlskog, Rafael Uppsala University, Disciplinary Domain of Humanities and Social 

Sciences, Faculty of Social Sciences, Department of Government. 

5.  Ahrné, Karin, PhD SLU -- Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Department of 

Ecology, ArtDatabanken. 

6.  Ahrsjö, Ulrika; Uppsala University, Disciplinary Domain of Humanities and Social 

Sciences, Faculty of Social Sciences, Department of 

7.  Åkerberg, Frida Uppsala University, Disciplinary Domain of Humanities and Social 

Sciences, Faculty of Theology, Department of Theology. 

8.  Akrami, Nazar, Docent Uppsala University, Disciplinary Domain of Humanities and Social 

Sciences, Faculty of Social Sciences, Department of Psychology. 

9.  Akrami, Nazar, Docent Uppsala University, Disciplinary Domain of Humanities and Social 

Sciences, Faculty of Social Sciences, Department of Psychology. 

10.  Alam, Dewan S. International Centre for diarrhoeal Disease Research, Bangladesh.. 
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13. Key Research Areas/Topics/Disciplinary  Domain  
 

The research topics listed below was extracted from the Portfolio of Evidence. As described earlier in this 

report it comprises a mix of journal articles, bachelors, masters and doctoral theses and the occasional book 

chapters. All the SDGs it covers are listed. Here the list is sorted according to the disciplinary domain. This 

selection is not statistically representative of the field or spread evenly across the research areas. 

 

Some general observations can be made. The search for bachelor thesis on Diva with the free text search 

“bachelor thesis” yielded over 7000 documents. Working through the first 300 items in turn produced about 

30 thesis mainly published over the last two years with the keywords ‘sustainable development’ as one or 

more keywords. Those titles are included in this list. Please refer to the Portfolio of Evidence for more 

information on the individual topics like (faculty, course, supervisors etc.). MEDFARM is under-represented 

in this list since the way medical doctors are trained means that there was limited evidence of bachelors work 

in the Diva free text searches. 

 

Results for the Masters and Doctoral publications also yielded more or less of the same outcome with the 

Masters thesis giving the greater number of publications. Research in the 2015/16-period included gender, 

climate change, ecosystems issues, resource economics, urban development, nutrition, energy, food security, 

migration as well as peace and conflict, governance and a significant number of studies in education related 

issues. 

 

The SDG indicators were added after the fact and is based on scanning both the keywords and reading the 

abstracts. This is a time consuming process, future work could possibly improve on keyword selection (etc.).  

 

It is also important to note that the university is very keen to learn about the efficacy and impact of its own 

Sustainable Development interventions with Masters and PhD students completing review/evaluation studies 

on one or more aspects of the University’s Sustainable Development Research and Education programmes. 

Following up on these studies and assessing if the lessons learnt and recommendations expressed have been 

or will be taken up by the institutions they studied can be an activity to be done in the near future. 

 

Ranking the publications in terms of the SDGs yielded the following priority list. This is based on the the 

primary research question. Many of the topics overlap, but for the purpose of the review only the primary 

SDG was ranked. The full list should be consulted to see the gain an insight of the overlap or where multiple 

SDGs are covered. Crosscutting clusters also emerge. For example poverty and food security, gender, water 

and sanitation, energy and climate change, peace and conflict management (etc).  

 

1. Goal 7: Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all. -- 37 

Publications 

2. Goal 4: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning. -- 35 

publications 

3. Goal 2: End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable 

agriculture. -- 26 publications 

4. Goal 11: Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. -- 21 

publications 

5. Goal 16: Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to 

justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all level. -- 18 

publications 

6. Goal 13: Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts*. -- 16 publications 

7. Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls. -- 14 publications 

8. Goal 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all. – 11 

publications 

9. Goal 3: Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages. – 9 publications 

10. Goal 8: Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive 

employment and decent work for all. – 9 publications 

11. Goal 12: Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns. – 8 publications 
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12. Goal 9: Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and (…10) 

– 6 publications 

13. Goal 15: Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage 

forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss. 

14. Goal 10: Reduce inequality within and among countries. – 5 publications 

15. Goal 17: Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for 

Sustainable Development. – 4 publications 

16. Goal 1: End poverty in all its forms everywhere. – 3 publications 

17. Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable 

development.  – 3 publications  

 

 Research Topics by Domain and SDGs 

 
1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere. 

 

No Topic/Title Faculty SDG Goal 

1.  Social transfers and poverty in middle- and high-income countries: A global 

perspective 

Humsam 1 

2.  Abolishing inequity, a necessity for poverty reduction and the realisation of 

child mortality targets 

Medfarm 1; 

2 

3.  Women as a ‘conduit of policy’? -­ A study of women as recipients of cash-

­based interventions aimed at improving food security at the household level 

in Southern Somalia. 

Humsam 1; 

2; 

5 

 

 
2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable 

agriculture. 

 

No Topic/Title  Faculty SDG Goal 

1. 1

. 

Certifying sustainability: Independent oil palm smallholders' experiences of 

the RSPO certification process in the Riau province, Indonesia 

Humsam 2 

2.  Social farming as means of poverty reduction in Hungary Humsam 2 

3.  Dependency and Individualism: The Influence of Modern Ideologies on 

Older People´s Food Security 

Humsam 2 

4.  Household food security is associated with growth of infants and young 

children in rural Bangladesh 

Medfaarm 2 

5.  Child nutrition in rural Nicaragua: Population-based studies in a transitional 

society 

Medfarm 2 

6.  Prenatal food and micronutrient supplementation to malnourished women in 

Bangladesh: Effects, Equity, and Cost-effectiveness 

Medfarm 2 

7.  Prolonged Exclusive Breastfeeding Through Peer Support: A Cohort Study 

From a Community Outreach Project in Swaziland 

Medfarm 2 

8.  Consumption of highly processed snacks, sugar-sweetened beverages and 

child feeding practices in a rural area of Nicaragua 

Medfarm 2 

9.  Infant And Young Child Feeding Practices And Nutritional Status In 

Nicaragua: Associations With Housing Quality, Food Security And 

Maternal Education 

Medfarm 2 

10.  Food security and people with intellectual disabilities living in community 

residences in Sweden 

Medfarm 2 

11.  Winegrowers’ motives and barriers to convert to organic farming in Pfalz 

and Rheinhessen, Germany 

Teknat 2 

12.  India’s Hunger Problem: A Comparative Analysis of the Performances of 

Food Distribution at the National level and in the State of Tamil Nadu 

Teknat 2 
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13.  Bridging the Gap: Exploratory Case Study on Local Food and Local Food 

Insecurity in Tulsa Oklahoma, USA 

Teknat 2 

14.  The Potential of Permaculture in Addressing Food Insecurity in Karamoja 

District, Uganda 

Teknat  2 

15.  Urban Apiculture – A Way to Reconnect Society and Nature? Teknat 2 

16.  Urbanization, Food Security and Sustainable Development: A Challenge for 

Bangladesh 

Teknat 2 

17.  ‘Asset Transfer Model’ in Bangladesh – Does Presence of Male Relatives 

Cause a Difference in Household’s Food Security? 

Humsam 2; 

5 

18.  Food Security, Gender, and Occupational Choice among Urban Low-

Income Households 

Humsam 2; 

5 

19.  Urban gardens, agriculture, and water management: Sources of resilience 

for long-term food security in cities 

Humsam 2; 

6 

20.  The Impact of Directive 2009/28/EC on Energy Security and Agricultural 

Development in Ghana 

Teknat 2; 

7 

21.  Agriculture as Provider of Both Food and Fuel  Teknat 2; 

7 

22.  Food at All Costs?: Investigating attitudes towards genetically modified 

crops among small-scale farmers in western Kenya 

Humsam 2; 

12 

23.  Food Secure Islands: An Analysis of the Food Security Challenges in Small 

Island Developing States in View of Climate Change 

Humsam 2; 

13 

24.  Development of Methods for Analysis of Valuable Compounds in By-

products from Agricultural and Forestry Industrial Sectors 

Teknat 2; 

15 

25.  The new variant famine hypothesis: moving beyond the household in 

exploring links between AIDS and food insecurity in southern Africa 

Teknat 2; 

3 

26.  Wild food plant use in 21st century Europe: the disappearance of old 

traditions and the search for new cuisines involving wild edibles 

Humsam 2; 

15 

 

 

3.  Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages. 

 

No Topic/Title  Faculty SDG Goal 

1.  Hur kan barnfetma förebyggas? Medfarm 3 

2.  Antimicrobial resistance-a threat to the world's sustainable development Medfarm 3 

3.  Access, excess, and ethics—towards a sustainable distribution model for 

antibiotics 

Medfarm 3 

4.  Antibiotic use worldwide Medfarm 3 

5.  Antibiotic resistance: problems, progress, and prospects Medfarm 3 

6.  Is the threat against the Tree of life a threat to the wallet?: A study 

investigating the coconut lethal yellowing disease’s effect on the farmers’ 

income 

Humsam 3; 

12 

7.  Mosquitoes as a Threat to Humans and the Community: The Role of Place 
Identity, Social Norms, Environmental Concern and Ecocentric Values in 

Public Risk Perception 

Humsam 3; 
16 

8.  An international legal framework to address antimicrobial resistance Medfarm 3; 

16 

9.  Challenges of Environmental and Social Responsibility in the Fashion 

Industry 

Teknat 3; 

9; 

12 
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4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning. 

 

No Topic/Title  Faculty SDG Goal 

1.  Education for Sustainable Development in Perspective(s): Rural 

Mongolian teachers’ views on environmental problems 

Humsam 4 

2.  Förskola för hållbar utveckling: Förutsättningar för barns utveckling av 

handlingskompetens för hållbar utveckling 

Humsam 4 

3.  Beyond Education and Society: On the Political Life of Education for 

Sustainable Development 

Humsam 4 

4.  Beyond Education and Society: On the Political Life of Education for 

Sustainable Development 

Humsam 4 

5.  Hegemony and the politics of policy making for education for sustainable 

development: A case study of Vietnam 

Humsam 4 

6.  Beyond Education and Society: On the Political Life of Education for 

Sustainable Development 

Humsam 4 

7.  Förskola för hållbar utveckling: Förutsättningar för barns utveckling av 

handlingskompetens för hållbar utveckling 

Humsam  4 

8.  Social learning for sustainable development: findings from a case study in 

Sweden 

Humsam 4 

9.  Globalisation and Education for Sustainable Development: Exploring the 

global in motion 

Humsam 4 

10.  ‘Naming the other’. Category memberships and practices of ‘Othering’ in 

children’s multiethnic peer group participation 

Humsam 4 

11.  Preparing children for the emotional challenges of climate change Humsam 4 

12.  The creative use of companion values in environmental education and 

education for sustainable development: exploring the educative moment 

Humsam 4 

13.  Teachers' View of Sustainable Development in Swedish Upper Secondary 

School 

Humsam 4 

14.  Education for sustainable development in early childhood education: a 

review of the research literature 

Humsam 4 

15.  ESD and Assessing the Quality of Education and Learning Humsam 4 

16.  Teaching for action competence Humsam 4 

17.  Socializing emotions in the classroom: High school students’ perceptions 

of teacher induced emotion norms in education for sustainable 

development 

Humsam 4 

18.  Globalisation and Education for Sustainable Development: Emancipation 

from context and meaning 

Humsam 4 

19.  Emotional awareness: On the importance of including emotional aspects 

in education for sustainable development (ESD) 

Humsam 4 

20.  How to become an environmental moral subject: What are the 
prerequisites for environmental moral learning within education for 

sustainable development? 

Humsam 4 

21.  Sustainable Development in Universities: the power and role of visions 

and goals 

Humsam 4 

22.  Attitudes to sustainable development among Swedish pupils Humsam 4 

23.  Sweden’s Pioneering Role in Education for Sustainable Development Humsam 4 

24.  Applying Systems Approach to Educational-Organizational Change: 

Improvement of an Interdisciplinary Program, Masters in Sustainable 

Development 

Humsam 4 

25.  Facing anxiety in climate change education: From therapeutic practice to 

hopeful transgressive learning 

Humsam 4; 

16 

26.  Mainstreaming Education for Sustainable Development in Botswana: A 
Case Study Research of Teacher Education Institutions 

Humsam; 
Teknat 

4 
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27.  Betydelsen av odlingskunskaper för barn i urban miljö: Förhinder och 

eventuella lösningar för skolträdgårdsetablering i Uppsala kommun 

Teknat 4 

28.  Challenges teaching Sustainable Development in higher education: A 

qualitative case study on how university teachers in Uppsala perceive the 

sustainable development concept 

Teknat 4 

29.  University Students as Change Agents?: A Comparative Study of the Role 

of Students in Higher Education for Sustainable Development in Germany 

and Sweden 

Teknat 4 

30.  From Education to Action: The Effectiveness of CEMUS courses in 

promoting behavior and action towards sustainable development 

Teknat 4 

31.  Values and pro environmental behaviour among Mongolian 

adolescents:Implications for ESD 

Teknat 4 

32.  Transition Practices: Education for Sustainable Development in 

Ecotourism 

Teknat 4 

33.  Economics Education for Sustainable Development: Institutional Barriers 

to Pluralism at the University of Versailles Saint-Quentin (France) 

Teknat 4 

34.  The Reality of Education for Sustainable Development in Japan: 

Elementary Education in Focus 

Teknat 4 

35.  Facing Enacted Norms of Higher Education Teknat 4 

 

 

5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls. 

 

No Topic/Title  Faculty SDG Goal 

1.  Vem bär ansvaret?: En diskursanalytisk policystudie av 

jämställdhetspolitiken på den svenska arbetsmarknaden 

Humsam 5 

2.  Beskriver kvinnliga ledare i mansdominerande branscher sin ledarstil som 

manlig?: En jämförelse av kvinnliga ledare i manligt respektive kvinnligt 

dominerande branscher 

Humsam 5 

3.  Vem säger du att jag är? Mot en postkolonial feministisk kristologi Humsam 5 

4.  Women's Empowerment Through the Lens of UN Women: A Qualitative 

Discourse Analysis from a Feminist Perspective 

Humsam 5 

5.  More than a technical issue for women in science: A contradictory 

normative reality at the University of Nairobi 

Humsam 5 

6.  Women and peace-building: The conditions that enhance women's 

participation in peace building process within international efforts 

Humsam 5 

7.  Is Gender Mainstreamed?: A study of the European Commission's use of 

gender mainstreaming in development policies 

Humsam 5 

8.  Civic Education and Gender Equality: Does civic education change 

mindset towards gender equality? 

Humsam 5 

9.  The paradoxes of empowerment: gendering NREGA in the rural 

landscape of India 

Humsam 5 

10.  Gender and Mobility - Sustainable Development in the Transport Sector Teknat 5 

11.  Sustaining future business growth: a qualitative study of diversity 

management in a Swedish state-owned company 

Teknat 5; 

8 

12.  Women’s Participation in National Adaptation Programs of Action: - A 

Discourse Analysis 

Teknat 5; 

13 

13.  Gender Equality and Sexual Violence in Armed Conflict: Empirical 

Evaluation of Feminist Theory 

Humsam 5; 

16 

14.  Vi ska visa killarna och vara bra förebilder: Det sociala samspelet med 

fokus på etnicitet och genus mellan ensamkommande flyktingar och 

anställda på HVB hem 

Humsam 5; 

10 
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6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all.  

 

No Topic/Title  Faculty SDG Goal 

1.  Storsjö Strand - Den hållbara stadsdelen: En studie om hur hållbar 

mobilitet och hållbart boende implementeras i bygget av en ny stadsdel 

Teknat 6 

2.  Water scarcity in the Jordan Valley; Impacts on Agriculture and Rural 

livelihoods: Threaths and opportunities to local sustainable agriculture; 

the case of al-Auja, Jordan River Valley 

Teknat 6 

3.  Assessment of Water Footprint in Industrial Park: A Case Study of Yixing 

Economic Development Zone 

Teknat 6 

4.  Stakeholders Participation: Myth or Reality? : A Case study of 

Community Water Supply Management in Bambui-Tubah Village in 

Cameroon 

Teknat 6 

5.  The Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam: Evaluating Its Sustainability 

Standard and Geopolitical Significance 

Teknat 6 

6.  River resources towards Sustainable Development of Tanzania.: A 

contribution of Hydropower to the energy security in Tanzania: Case 

study, Rufiji River basin 

Teknat 6; 

7 

7.  Feasibility Study of Implementing Management to Wuhan, China Teknat 6; 

8 

8.  Water strategies for Swedish sustainable urban planning: A comparison 

between certification systems and urban water research 

Teknat 6; 

11 

9.  Forests, water and food security in the northwestern highlands of Ethiopia: 

Knowledge synthesis 

Teknat 6; 

15 

10.  Water for peace? Post-conflict water resource management in Kosovo Humsam 6; 

16 

11.  A New Stalemate: The Influence of South Sudan's Independence on The 

Nile Basin's Water Politics 

Teknat 6; 

16 

 

 
7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all. 

 

No Topic/Title Faculty SDG Goal 

1.  En samhällsekonomisk analys av de ekonomiska styrmedel som påverkar 

utbyggnaden av solceller på den svenska elmarknaden 

Humsam 7 

2.  Fueling Global Warming: How prices on fuel affect carbon emissions 

from the road transport sector 

Humsam 7 

3.  Ideological roots of climate change denial: Resistance to change, 

acceptance of inequality, or both? 

Humsam 7 

4.  Solelens roll i energiomställningen.: Hinder och möjligheter för 
medborgare i Uppsala stad att producera egen solel. 

Teknat 7 

5.  Photovoltaic power potential on Gotland: A comparison with load, wind 

power and power export possibilities 

Teknat 7 

6.  Realising Smart Grids Teknat 7 

7.  Climate impact assessment of coupling biogas production to agricultural 

and energy systems: crop variety of Solaris energy tobacco in Marble 

Hall, South Africa 

Teknat 7 

8.  Photovoltaic power potential on Gotland: A comparison with load, wind 

power and power export possibilities 

Teknat 7 

9.  The Dollars and Cents of Driving and Cycling: Calculating the Full Costs 

of Transportation in Calgary, Canada 

Teknat 7 

10.  Modeling Wind Power for Grid Integration Studies Teknat 7 

11.  Cash Box for alternative financing of energy needs for rural dwellers in Teknat 7 
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developing countries: a case study based on insights from lending circles 

in India 

12.  Climate impact assessment of coupling biogas production to agricultural 

and energy systems: crop variety of Solaris energy tobacco in Marble 

Hall, South Africa 

Teknat 7 

13.  Energy cooperatives in Denmark, Germany and Sweden: A transaction 

cost approach 

Teknat 7 

14.  Energy Democracy: A case study of energy generation in Växjö Teknat 7 

15.  Investigation of the potential to implement offshore wind energy 

technology in Victoria, Australia 

Teknat 7 

16.  Analysis of Energy Transition Pathways in the Residential Sector of the 

Built Environment: A sectoral country comparison 

Teknat 7 

17.  A review and analysis of sustainable issues related to liquid biofuels Teknat 7 

18.  Examining Solar Energy Policy in China and India: A Comparative Study 

on the Potential for Energy Security and Sustainable Development 

Teknat 7 

19.  Small-Scale Biogas Upgrading with Membranes: A Farm Based Techno-

Economic and Social Assessment for Sustainable Development 

Teknat 7 

20.  Building Rural Development Strategies Through Energy Resilience in 

Turkey: A Brown Revolution of Biogas and Cooperatives 

Teknat 7 

21.  Analysis on the Integration of Electric Vehicles in the Electricity Grid 

with Photovoltaics Deployment in Sweden 

Teknat 7 

22.  The Sustainability of Decentralized Bioenergy Production: Case Study: 

The 'Bioenergy Village' Bollewick 

Teknat 7 

23.  Can the province of Québec (Canada) learn from Sweden in the field of 

wind power energy? 

Teknat 7 

24.  Development and sustainability?: Agrofuels: Crossroads in Argentina’s 

discourses 

Teknat 7 

25.  Is Local Energy Supply a Main Road to Sustainability? Teknat 7 

26.  Dilemmas for China: Energy, Economy, and Environment Teknat 7 

27.  Illustrative Electricity Supply Scenarios and Sustainable Development in 

Lithuania 

Teknat 7 

28.  Growth curves and sustained commissioning modelling of renewable 

energy: Investigating resource constraints for wind energy 

Teknat 7 

29.  Energy security and sustainable development implications for Guatemala 

of the Electricity Generation Expansion Plan 2014-2028 

Teknat 7 

30.  Artificial Photosynthesis for Solar Fuels – an Evolving Research Field 

within AMPEA, a Joint Programme of the European Energy Research 

Alliance 

Teknat 7 

31.  The Transparency of Industrial Energy Management Teknat 7 

32.  Assessing Sustainability: Spatial Considerations When Developing Wind 

Power 

Teknat 7 

33.  Tap Dancing Around Sustainability: The Case of Palm Oil Key 

Stakeholders 

Teknat 7; 

8 

34.  Symbols of Sustainability: A cross-cultural study on consumers perceived 

symbolic benefits of energy efficient home appliances 

Humsam 7; 

12 

35.  Climate, Conflict and Coping Capacity: The Impact of Climate Variability 

on Organized Violence 

Humsam 7; 

13 

36.  Fueling Global Warming: How prices on fuel affect carbon emissions 

from the road transport sector 

Humsam 7; 

13 

37.  Natural resources and sustainable energy: Growth rates and resource flows 

for low-carbon systems 

Teknat 7; 

13 
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8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive 

employment and decent work for all. 

 

No Topic/Title  Faculty SDG Goal 

1.  Scaling up sustainability-oriented innovation: Case examples of startups 

collaborating with large companies 

Humsam 8 

2.  Economic Growth in the UN Post-2015 Development Agenda: A Critical 

Analysis 

Teknat 8 

3.  Small Scale Sustainability: A Qualitative Study of Corporate Sustainability 

in Swedish SMEs 

Teknat 8 

4.  Circular Economy and Sustainable Development Teknat 8 

5.  Sustainable Economies: The Case of Turkish Economy within Steady-State 

Economies 

Teknat 8 

6.  Sustainable business conduct as business model or business identity: a 

stakeholder review of a potential trend towards a new normal 

Humsam 8; 

12 

7.  CSR-kommunikationens Innehåll och Budskap: En studie om hur CSR-

kommunikationen i Ericssons hållbarhetsrapporter har förändrats 

Humsam 8; 

12 

8.  The Journey Towards Sustainable Tourism: A Case Study About Gotland’s 

Cruise Quay Project 

Humsam 8; 

14 

9.  Gauging Corporate Governance for Sustainability: Public-Private 

Partnership in Accounting for Sustainable Development 

Teknat 8; 

16 

 

9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and 

(…10). 

 

No Topic/Title  Faculty SDG Goal 

1.  Workfare with a human face?: Innovative utilization of public work in rural 

municipalities in Hungary 

Humsam 9 

2.  Learning About the History of Landscape Use for the Future: Consequences 

for Ecological and Social Systems in Swedish Bergslagen 

Humsam 9 

3.  Assessment and analytical framework for sustainable urban planning and 

development: A comparative study of the city development projects in 

Knivsta, Norrtälje and Uppsala 

Teknat 9 

4.  StickyDesignSpace: Incorporating the Attachment Framework into Product 

Design Practice 

Teknat 9 

5.  Thoughtful Sustainable Design: Reinvestigating Means for Attainable Ends Teknat 9 

6.  The Journey Towards Sustainable Tourism: A Case Study About Gotland’s 

Cruise Quay Project 

Humsam 9; 

12 

 

10. Reduce inequality within and among countries. 

 

No Topic/Title  Faculty SDG Goal 

1.  Getting the audience's attention by going viral: A case study on Sverige för 

UNHCR’s video messages on the refugee crisis 

Humsam 10 

2.  Demystifying the Second Manu: Ambedkar and Mainstreaming of Minority 

Narrative in India 

Humsam 10 

3.  Framing Transfrontier Nature Conservation: The Great Limpopo 

Transfrontier Park and the Vision of 'Peace Parks' in Southern Africa 

Humsam 10; 

15 

4.  Att vara och bli sedd: En studie om ungdomars föreställningar om 

medborgarskap 

Humsam 10; 

16 

5.  The Exercise of Power through Creation of Knowledge: A Narrative of 

Environmental Change During Colonization in Kiambu, Kenya 

Teknat 10; 

16 
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11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. 

 

No Topic/Title  Faculty SDG Goal 

1.  Refugees in the Swedish media Humsam 11 

2.  The refugees' role in the migration-development nexus: The case of 

policies in three African countries 

Humsam 11; 

16 

3.  Ett förtätat Uppsala: En stad för hållbar stadsutveckling? Humsam 11 

4.  The Sustainable Viability of Adaptive Reuse of Historic Buildings: the 

experiences of Two World Heritage Old Cities; Bethlehem in Palestine 

and Visby in Sweden 

Humsam 11 

5.  Höghus i Stockholm: En framtida utveckling eller en tillfällig trend? Teknat 11 

6.  Community participation in urban preservation planning: A case study of 

the North Central neighborhood in Charleston, SC 

Teknat 11 

7.  En lycklig omställning av Sverige Teknat 11 

8.  Assessment and analytical framework for sustainable urban planning and 

development: A comparative study of the city development projects in 

Knivsta, Norrtälje and Uppsala 

Teknat 11 

9.  Building Sustainable Cities: A Case Study in Beijing Teknat 11 

10.  Measuring Sustainable Cities: An approach for assessing municipal-level 

sustainability indicator systems in Sweden 

Teknat 11 

11.  Energy-Efficient Refurbishment of Existing and Aging Residential 

Buildings in China - A Case Study Based Research 

Teknat 11 

12.  Towards a Sustainable Neighbourhood: Turning the Vision into Reality Teknat 11 

13.  Defining Local Sustainability: Usage and Potentialities of Sustainable 

Development Indicators in French Cities 

Teknat 11 

14.  Public Green Space in Paris: Sustainable Development Discourses in the 

Objective of Le Grand Paris 

Teknat 11 

15.  Cycling Policies for the Sustainable City: The Case of the City of Seoul Teknat 11; 

13 

16.  Uppsala Permaculture Park: A Feasibility Study Concerning the 

Establishment of a Public Permaculture Park in Uppsala, Sweden 

Teknat 11; 

15 

17.  An Assessment of Sustainable Development Work in Swedish 

Municipalities 

Teknat 11; 

16 

18.  Ett kommunalt bostadsbolags primära intressenter: - En fallstudie om hur 

ett kommunalt bostadsbolag bör prioritera och kommunicerar 

miljömedvetenhet med sina primära intressenter 

Humsam 11;  

16 

19.  Sweden’s Preparedness for Immigration and its Coherence with 

Sustainable Housing-with a case study of the city of Uppsala 

Teknat 11; 

16 

20.  Encouraging sustainability oriented change through social media: A case 

study of GreenhackGBG 

Teknat 11; 

16 

21.  Indigenous Systems of Communication for Sustainable Development: A 

study on the 'Dagu' of the Ethiopian Afar Ethnic Group 

Teknat 11; 

16 
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12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns. 

No Topic/Title  Faculty SDG Goal 

1.  Scaling up sustainability-oriented innovation.: Case examples of startups 

collaborating with large companies 

Humsam 12 

2.  Small Scale Sustainability: A Qualitative Study of Corporate 

Sustainability in Swedish SMEs 

Humsam 12 

3.  Would you like your receipt?: Sustainability perspectives of consumer 

paper receipts 

Teknat 12 

4.  Circular Economy in the Food and Retail Industry: A Case Study of the 

Swedish Company ICA 

Teknat 12 

5.  Interpretations of Sustainability in the Field of Human-Computer 

Interaction Design: a Systematic Review 

Teknat 12 

6.  Critical Perspectives of Marketing Discourse: Case Study of IKEA´s 

Corporate Philanthropy 

Teknat 12 

7.  Intrinsic Sustainable Development: Epistemes, Science, Business and 

Sustainability, F. Birkin, T. Polesie. World Scientific Publishing Ltd., 

Singapore (2012), 368 pp 

Teknat 12 

8.  Chasing Responsible Sourcing: The case of UK retailers and sustainable 

seafood 

Teknat 12;  

14 

 
13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts*. 

No Topic/Title  Faculty SDG Goal 

1.  Framing for Change: Effects of Message Framing on Attitudes Towards 

Personal- and Societal Climate Change Mitigation Efforts  

Humsam 13 

2.  Trafiken för marknaden, marknaden för miljön? Om miljötanken som 

rättfärdigande trafikpolitiska effektiviseringsåtgärder under 1980-talet. 

Humsam 13; 

16 

3.  Ideological roots of climate change denial: Resistance to change, 

acceptance of inequality, or both? 

Humsam 13 

4.  Framing for Change: Effects of Message Framing on Attitudes Towards 

Personal- and Societal Climate Change Mitigation Efforts  

Humsam 13 

5.  Anticipation related emotions of hope and worry concerning global climate 

change: Promoting emotional awareness in education for a sustainable 

future 

Humsam 13 

6.  Hope in the face of climate change: Associations with environmental 

engagement and student perceptions of teachers’ emotion communication 

style and future orientation 

Humsam 13 

7.  Black Carbons Effects on Climate: Can We Even Say Something about 

Them? 

Teknat 13 

8.  Volymändringar i Sareks och Kebnekaises glaciärer sedan lilla istiden Teknat 13 

9.  Dispersion modelling of volcanic emissions Teknat 13 

10.  Seismological Investigation of Katla Volcanic System (Iceland): 3D 

Velocity Structure and Overall Seismicity Pattern 

Teknat 13 

11.  Inter-annual variability of rainfall in Central America: Connection with 

global and regional climate modulators 

Teknat 13 

12.  Climatic Change, Irrigation Water Crisis and Food Security in Pakistan Teknat 13 

13.  Adaptation of Stagnicola palustris to Rapid Climate Change in the Baltic 

Sea 

Teknat 13;14 

14.  The Case for Icebreakers Teknat 13;14 

15.  Conflict in the Eye of the Storm: Micro-dynamics of Natural Disasters, 

Cooperation and Armed Conflict 

Humsam 13;16 

16.  Young people and global climate change: Emotions, coping, and 

engagement in every day life 

Humsam 13;16 
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14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable 

development. 

 

 

No Topic/Title  Faculty SDG Goal 

1.  Fins, gills and fishermen: The socio-economic impacts of marine 

conservation in southern Indonesia 

Teknat 14 

2.  Chasing Responsible Sourcing: The case of UK retailers and sustainable 

seafood 

Teknat 14 

3.  Sustainable Resource Use of Common Bream and Roach Catch from 

Reduction Fishing in Östergötland 

Teknat 14 

 

 

15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably 
manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt 

biodiversity loss. 

 

No Topic/Title  Faculty SDG Goal 

1.  Motivations for Greener Living: Lessons from a South African Eco-

Village 

Humsam 15 

2.  Sustainable development: Agents, systems and the Environment Humsam 15 

3.  Natural capital and sustainable development: The story so far Teknat 15 

4.  APRIL Ecosystem Restoration Project: A sustainable model for 

Indonesian peatlands? 

Teknat 15 

5.  Balancing Stakeholder Interests for Sustainable Wolf Population 

Management in Sweden 

Teknat 15 

6.  Democracy and Sustainable Development in wildlife management: From 

‘stakeholders’ to ‘citizens’ in the Swedish wolf restoration process 

Teknat 15 

 

 

 
16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to 

justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all level.  

 

No Topic/Title  Faculty SDG Goal 

1.  ”Vi jobbar med hela världen i princip”: Internationaliseringens betydelse för 

organisationskulturen och strukturen 

Humsam 16 

2.  The Friendly Neighbor to the East?: A Study on Russian Media’s Attempt at 

Influencing the Swedish NATO-Debate. 

Humsam 16 

3.  Hur tätt växer grenarna?: En jämförande analys av landsorganisationernas och 

de socialdemokratiska partiernas politik i Sverige och Danmark 

Humsam 16 

4.  Integration som ömsesidig anpassning: En analys av idéerna bakom valet av 

målgrupp i den svenska integrationspolitiken 

Humsam 16 

5.  Building Sustainable Peace: Understanding the Linkages between Social, 

Political, and Ecological Processes in Post-War Countries 

Humsam 16 

6.  Policy, agency and scale in local adaptation to socio-environmental change in 

the Panchkhal Valley, Nepal 

Humsam 16 

7.  Democratization after Civil War: Timing and Sequencing of Peacebuilding 

Reforms 

Humsam 16 

8.  Translating Sustainability: Sustainable Public Procurement Practices in Swedish 

and German Public Organizations 

Humsam 16 

9.  Faith in Civil Society. Religious Actors as Drivers of Social Change: Edited by Humsam 16 



 

 

 

44 

Heidi Moksnes and Mia Melin, Uppsala Centre for Sustainable Development, 

Uppsala University 

10.  The Environment and Peace - Environmental Policies in Peace Processes and 

their contribution to Building Peace 

Humsam 16 

11.  The Environment and Peace - Environmental Policies in Peace Processes and 

their contribution to Building Peace 

Humsam 16 

12.  Liberal State-building and Environmental Security: The International 

Community Between Trade-Off and Carelessness 

Humsam 16 

13.  Mapping Current Sustainable Development Discourse in Sweden and the EU Humsam 16 

14.  Social Sustainable Development - focus on Cultural Health: empati, kultur och 

spegelneuron 

Medfarm 16 

15.  En lycklig omställning av Sverige Teknat 16 

16.  Uniting Science and Democracy: A Comparison of Public Participation Models 

in Natural Resource Management 

Teknat 16 

17.  Key Components of Governance for Sustainable Development and SDG 

Implementation in Sweden 

Teknat 16 

18.  The Art of Mainstreaming Sustainability: Practices and Perceptions in Swedish 

Popular Movements Working with Development Cooperation 

Teknat 16 

 

 
17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for 

Sustainable Development. 

 

 

No Topic/Title  Faculty SDG Goal 

1.  Setting Sustainable Development Goals – A Dynamical Systems approach Humsam 17 

2.  Measuring attitudes towards three values that underlie sustainable development Humsam 17 

3.  Adopting the Capabilities Approach in Developing a global Framework for 

measuring Sustainable Development 

Teknat 17 

4.  'Uncertainty' in the professionalisation of sustainable development: The case of 

the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 

Teknat 17 

 

 

 

14. Conclusion 
 

It is often said in development circles that Sustainable Development can mean all things to all people. In this 

rapid review we have to answer these questions: What does Sustainable Development mean to Uppsala 

University? Is it only good enough to know that recycling and energy conservation practices are in place in 

all university buildings across the city? Are the policies in place and funding available to implement 

sustainable development initiatives? Does the university have the right skills, knowledge and experience to 

do research and teach students and society about sustainable development, Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable 

Development Goals? 

 

This Rapid Review searched for evidence of Uppsala University’s work in Sustainable Development. 

Looking beyond the basic day-to-day activities such as recycling and energy conservation. Searching out the 

institutions, people, research portfolios and education activities. The university is indeed fully engaged 

towards the delivery of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as set out in Agenda 

2030. 

 

Appraising the university’s Strategy Documents, Mission and Objectives, Course Catalogue and compiling 

Portfolio of Evidence (± 5-year review of Diva listings) of current and on-going research and other activities 

confirmed this. Literally looking through the university’s world-wide-web window, gathering clear and 
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compelling evidence. Weaving a basket in which to collect the definitions as well as the achievements and 

tease out the challenges that can move the university forward for the next 40 years of work in sustainable 

development. 

 

The Uppsala Facts and Figures quoted at the beginning of this report provides a picture of its institutional 

magnitude. Understanding what needs to be done and creating the right institutional environment for 

delivering on Agenda 2030 and the SDGs would require some adjustment to how things are done at the 

moment. 

 

In writing this report there was a great attempt to move away from the sustainable development jargon and 

complex theoretical constructs. Rather letting the research results speak on behalf of the passionate 

researchers, keen students and strongly committed administrative community. This rapid review therefor 

puts a baseline to the table. A peek into what exists and given the limitations of the research methods, 

additional work will have to be done to build up a more comprehensive picture.  

 

The best capacity to do this work is already integral to Uppsala University – academic and administrative 

experts are engaged at all levels of society towards achieving Agenda 2030 and the SDGs. Another major 

opportunity is the university’s website. Making it an extension of its voice to the world (internal and external 

communities). Building simple or complex messages delivered at the appropriate level creating an umbrella 

under which the physical university and its vast infrastructure gathers, whilst maintaining a virtual space 

where the three disciplinary domains regularly meet.  Optimising on this investment and backing it up with 

strong organising skills as displayed by institutions such as CEMUS and CSD or any of those listed in Table 

2. The key issues to consider at the beginning of the report further highlight more matters to take in account 

moving forward. 

 

There are a myriad of well developed assessment tools, guidelines, implementation strategies, extensive 

curriculum content that can be literally be ‘picked off the shelf’ to build and strengthen the work already 

under way at Uppsala University. But the most important aspect of this work would be to bring all the 

disciplinary domains to a collective forum for the development of an implementation strategy. This will 

serve as the starting point for a long-term programme (end). 
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