The BUP Weekly

News and updates from the Programme

Dear BUP colleagues,

We are happy to share with you our recap of the
past year in the newly published BUP Annual
Report for 2025.

If you are a university teacher, make sure to not
miss the opportunity that is offered via the BUP
Teachers' Training. This three-day event aims to
strengthen the implementation of Education for
Sustainable Development (ESD) and the UN
Agenda 2030 within teaching and learning
practices in higher education. The event takes
place on 12-15 October 2026 and we invite you to
apply or read more about the Teachers' Training via
the BUP website.

This is the final call for registrations to

the conference 'Social Innovations for Sustainable
Regional Development' This event will bring
together scientists, researchers, and practitioners
from various countries in the field of regional
studies, offering new theoretical insights and
applying them practically through relevant case
studies. The event takes place on 7-8 May at
Klaipeda University. The registration deadline has
been extended until 8 April. All information about
the event is available on the conference event
page on the KU website.

We want to share a last call for registrations to the
celebratory webinar 'Nature-Based Solutions and
Public Participation'. It will be held on 23 April at
14 CET and the participants are welcome to
contribute with questions to broaden the
discussion. Register to attend the webinar.

We are happy to announce that we have been
joined by three new universities in 2026 so far. We
wish to extend a warm welcome to the
Bogomolets National Medical University, Stepan
Gzhytskyi National University of Veterinary
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Medicine and Biotechnologies of Lviv and Kyiv

Institute of Modern Psychology and Psychotherapy.

In this edition of the BUP Weekly:

e BUP Science and Sail 2026

e Webinar 'Communicating your research to the
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e BUP Research news

e UNIC Staff Week

e |nternational Staff Week

e Ukraine Nature Network: Navigating Polycrisis
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e Congress of the Researchers of Borders and

Borderlands

With best regards,

The Baltic University Programme’s Coordinating

Secretariat

News from the BUP secretariats

The BUP shares a call for registrations to the

BUP Science and Sail 2026

This BUP summer school has a focus on the Baltic
Sea environment and coastal development. The
event will take place from 2-9 August 2026 in
Klaipéda, Lithuania, with a two-day excursion to
Liep3ja, Latvia. Accepted students and PhD
students will be studying the sensitive Baltic Sea
Environment, both on land and at sea, with leading
experts from across the region.

One day of the summer school will take place
onboard Klaipeda University’s sailing vessel
Brabander, sailing from Klaipéda to Liepaja, while
conducting tests and collecting samples.
Participants will also study the unique coastal
environment of the Curonian Spit and visit the
Sventoji settlement and Seaside Regional Park,
learning about the impacts and solutions to
climate change, biodiversity loss and the human
aspects of the unique Baltic Sea Environment. The
excursions are accompanied by relevant lectures
and seminars.

Science and Sail is the result of a cooperation
between the BUP Coordinating Secretariat,
Klaipeda University and Riga Technical University
(Campus Liepaja). The summer school is the
second of three events connected to the Swedish
Institute-financed project 'CoMaDe". The project
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aims to foster connections among students across
the region and deepen their understanding of
sustainability challenges along the Baltic Sea
coastline.

A key part of the summer school is the creative
case studies that accepted students will conduct
in small groups under the supervision of PhD
students. In the weeks before the summer school,
students are expected to prepare questions and
outline their case study plans. During the event,
each group will collect data, consult experts, study
key indicators, and learn to draw conclusions to
better understand coastal development in the
Baltic Sea. On the final day, the students will
present their findings to their peers. After the
successful completion of the summer school, each
participant will be offered 3 ECTS from Klaipeda
University. The application deadline is 4 May 2026,
23:59 (CET).

Application form for students.

Application form for PhD Students.

Read more about the event via the Science and
Sail event page on the BUP website.

The BUP shares a call for registrations to the

Webinar 'Communicating your research to
the public'

Increasingly, researchers are expected to @ TALLINN UNIVERSITY
communicate with the public and other

stakeholders to make their academic work visible

and impactful. Especially in areas related to

sustainability, communication by experts is hoped

to contribute to individual behaviour change and

the development of relevant policies.

This workshop, held on 7 May at 13 CET, will
support researchers in understanding when, where
and how to engage with the public and other
stakeholders to achieve the greatest impact and
will provide practical tips for communicating their
science. The event is initiated by the BUP National
Centre in Estonia, at Tallinn University.

The webinar will be led by Arko Olesk, PhD, a
senior researcher of science communication at
Tallinn University and a science communication
trainer and practitioner. He has studied media
interactions of researchers and developed a quality
framework for science communication. Currently,
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he is part of the EU-funded COALESCE project
that is building the European Science
Communication Competence Centre.

Read more about the webinar and register to
attend via the Tallinn University website.

BUP research news

‘Drivers of forest land, management, and
policy changes in Latvia: Over a century of
transitions’

This article is written by Karina Stankevica, Zane
Vincevica-Gaile, Janis Krumins, Juris Paiders and
Maris Klavins from the University of Latvia. It
examines the complex interplay of political,
economic, social, technological, environmental,
and legal factors that have shaped forest land use,
management, and policy in Latvia over the past
century. Using a PESTEL analysis approach, the
research identifies and evaluates the relative
importance of these driving forces across six
distinct historical-political periods, from the
Russian Empire to Latvia's current EU membership.
The findings reveal that political and economic
factors have consistently been the dominant
influences, with their relative weights shifting
according to the prevailing governance systems.

Keywords: Forest management, Forestry policy,
Land cover change, Land-use dynamics, PESTEL
analysis, Sustainable forestry, The Baltic region,
Latvia

The full report can be accessed here:
https://doi.org/101016/j.tfp.2025101015

Do you want to get featured on the BUP research
news? Read more about it and submit your
research via the BUP website.

News from participating universities

The University of Lodz shares a call for registrations to

UNIC Staff Week

This event is designed to foster strategic
connections and explore the art of communication
across generations. The staff week takes place on
5-7 May at the University of Lodz. The event,

titled ‘Supporting those who support others —
taking care of wellbeing and professional skills of
experts’, targets administrative specialists and
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experts as well as administrative colleagues

interested in the program.
During the 3-day event, you will attend workshops,
presentations, job shadowing, co-creation, ice-

breaking activities and a tour.

The deadline to register is 10 April 2026.

ot oo 2ot the ot ans resteter UNIVERSITY
ead more about the event and register via
the University of Lodz' website. OF LO DZ

The University of Bialystok shares a call for applications to

International Staff Week

This event will take place from 25-29 May 2026 in
Biatystok and the branch of the University of
Biatystok in Vilnius.

The content of the International Staff Week (ISW)
is dedicated to staff members who work with
foreign students and employees on a daily basis
(e.g. international offices, international mobility
offices, quality assurance, international student
and staff services, as well as those who are
interested in the topic of internationalisation).

The program includes expert-led workshops,
institutional presentations, networking activities,
and cultural events, all aimed at fostering long-
term cooperation between higher education
institutions.

The registration deadline is 24 April 2026.

Read more about the event on the University of
Bialystok's website.

Hamburg University of Applied Sciences shares a call for

registrations to

Ukraine Nature Network: Navigating
Polycrisis Together: Sustainable Toolkit
for Land, Forests, Energy, and Circular
Waste

This free online event will be held on 23 April at
13:00-15:00. During the session, international
experts will share actionable strategies and
practical cases for mitigating nature impacts,
boosting resource efficiency, and advancing
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circular solutions amid ongoing crises. It is a part
of the Hamburg Sustainability Sessions.

The event will address the interconnected
environmental challenges of our time through the
lens of polycrisis, with a focus on land
degradation, forest resilience, energy security, and
circular waste management. In this context, the
event will also highlight the work of the Ukraine
Nature Network and examine the severe
environmental consequences of the war in Ukraine,
including ecosystem disruption, forest damage, soil
and water contamination, and pressure on waste
and energy systems.

Speakers and Topics:

e Prof. Dr. Daniel Muller (Leibniz Institute of
Agricultural Development in Transition
Economies): Impacts of the full-scale Russian
invasion on Ukraine’s land systems and
pathways to recovery.

e Dr. lhor Honcharenko (University of Eastern
Finland): Rethinking Biomass: From Solid Fuel
to a Source of Critical Materials — Scientific
Foundations and Practical Pathways for
Circular and Resilient Energy Systems.

e Prof. Dr. Ihor Soloviy (Ukrainian National
Forestry University): Nature-Positive Policy: A
Cross-Sectoral Nexus for Land, Forest,
Energy, and Circularity Transitions in
Ukraine’s Green Rebuilding.

e Dr. Oksana Pelyukh (University of Lodz,
Ukrainian National Forestry University): The
Role of Urban Green Infrastructure and Civic
Ecology Practices in Turbulent Times in
Ukraine.

Read more about the event and register to attend
via the European School of Sustainability Science
and Research's website.

The University of Bialystok shares a call for applications to

Congress of the Researchers of Borders
and Borderlands

Borders and borderlands are back in the spotlight. Il KONGRES
BADACZY | BADACZEK

They are more intensely present than before in the

. . e GRANIC | POGRANICZY
media and in reports produced by institutions, Blalystok, 7-9 wrzeérnia 2026
enhancing our anxieties about the future. Complex
constructs and sophisticated concepts are
proposed by researchers hoping to capture the
meaning and multifaceted nature of borders. The
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enormity of the task is often daunting. This is due
to the inherent ontological elusiveness of borders
and borderlands phenomena. The gap between
what experts preach and what other segments of
society know is widening dramatically, and this is
accompanied by a decline in the value of this
knowledge in the eyes of the latter, which may be
an even more serious problem. This event on the
subject takes place on 7-9 September 2026,

in Biatystok.

Presentations should address the following
topics/issues:

e defining ‘borders’ and ‘borderlands’,

e borders in the territorial sense,

e borders as phenomena being subject to
specific social processes,

e borders and borderlands as spaces forming
the basis for transnational phenomena,

e borders and socio-cultural borderlands,

e borderlands as areas located in the vicinity of

state borders,

e borderland as imagined (imaginary), symbolic
space,

¢ linguistic borderlands,

e economic borders,

e environmental and ecological borders,

e pedagogy of border studies.

The deadline for applications for paper proposals
and thematic group proposals is 20 April.

Read more about the event and apply via
the University of Bialystok's website.
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