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Interview Guide for Semi-structured Group Interviews with International
Master’s Students

Presentation

e What is your name?
e What country do you come from?
o What programme and what semester do you study at?

Expectations
What were your expectations before starting your studies at UU?

e About the programme?
o (About the University?)

Does your experience so far match your expectations?

e Why/why not? What has been different?

Teaching and learning
What are your thoughts/experiences about:

o the academic culture in Sweden? (E.qg., cultural expectations, communication styles,
independent learning and initiative-taking, active student participation.)

Some more specific questions about the teaching and learning in your programme. What are your
opinions on the following:

(Strengths and/or areas for improvement)

e the quality of lectures/seminars

e the academic content

o the teaching ability of lecturers/supervisors/tutors

o feedback on coursework/formal written submissions

e the organisation and smooth running of the course (e.g. course administration)

Employment/career support
Do you think that the programme has prepared you for future working life?

e If so, how? (E.g., placement, training?)
e If not, why? What is missing?

Have you received any career support/career advice? From the programme management? From some
other support function at the university?

o If yes, what did that entail? What did you think of that support?
e If no, is there a reason why? Is that something that you wish for?
o Do you have any suggestions for improvement of the career support?
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Living and studying in Uppsala
What are your opinions on living and studying in Uppsala?

o Social aspects (making friends from Sweden and other countries)
e (Accommodation and living costs)
o (Day to day life, e.g., transportations, campus environment)

Overall questions

What has been particularly good with your studies at UU?

Can you name/describe any particular areas for improvement regarding your studies at UU?
Do you have any suggestions to improve the quality/your experience?

e Inyour study programme? What?
e In the study environment for international students? What?

Anything else about your experience as an international student at UU that you think would be
valuable for those responsible at the University to know?



