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THE 2024 SAHEL SYMPOSUM

— Citizen Perspectives on Societal Challenges

Version 19 Nov 2024

Welcome to the Two Day Hybrid and Bilingual (French/English) Sahel Symposium
hosted by Uppsala University’s Forum for Africa Studies, 16-17 December 2024,
Evolutionary Biology Centre (EBC), Zootissalen, Norbyvagen 18C, Uppsala /
Institut des Sciences Humaines, Sotuda ACI, Bamako. In addition, a zoom link will
be available for online participants.

Bienvenue au Sahel Symposium hybride et bilingue (francais/anglais) de deux
jours organisé par le Forum pour les études africaines de I’'Université d’Uppsala,
du 16 au 17 décembre 2024, Evolutionary Biology Centre (EBC), Zootissalen,
Norbyvagen 18C, Uppsala / Institut des Sciences Humaines, Sotuda ACI, Bamako.
En plus, un lien zoom sera bient6t disponible pour les participants en ligne.

Practical Information

Sweden: Sten Hagberg (sten.hagberg@antro.uu.se, +46184717030), Nadia Lovell
(nadia.lovell@antro.uu.se, +46184713407)

Mali: Amadou Diabaté (amadoudiabate@gmail.com, +22376175319), Mahamadou Kante
(mahamadou.kante@uu.se)
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Sahel Symposium

The 2024 Sahel Symposium will bring together some 20 scholars working in, and on
the Sahel with a particular focus on research carried out in Mali. It will be geared
towards activities carried out within the programme Perspectives citoyennes des
défis de société au Mali funded by the Swedish International Development
Cooperation Agency. The symposium will include the presentation of research
results from a series of joint studies, seed money projects, conferencing, and
capacity enhancing activities that, taken together, aim to promote citizen
perspectives. It will furthermore bring together a Round-table in order to allow for
a general reflection on how to take on future research engagements in the Sahel.

The Symposium will be in hybrid mode, connecting conference venues at Uppsala
University (Sweden), and Institut des Sciences Humaines (Mali).

Le Sahel Symposium de 2024 réunira une vingtaine de chercheurs travaillant dans
et sur le Sahel, avec un accent particulier sur des recherches conduites au Mali. Il
concerne les activités conduites dans le cadre du programme Perspectives
citoyennes des défis de société au Mali financé par I’Agence suédoise de
coopération internationale au développement (Asdi). Le symposium comprendra la
présentation des résultats de recherche d’une série d’études conjointes, de « projets
de départ », d’un colloque international ainsi que des activités de renforcement des
capacités qui, ensemble, visent a promouvoir les perspectives citoyennes. Le
symposium réunira en outre une table ronde afin de permettre une réflexion
générale sur la maniere de poursuivre les engagements de recherche futurs au
Sahel.

Le Symposium en mode hybride se tiendra a I’Université d’Uppsala (Suéde) et a
I'Institut des Sciences Humaines (Mali).
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Monday 16 December 2024
Room: Zootissalen, Evolutionary Biology Centre (EBC), Uppsala University,
Norbyvagen 18C, Uppsala
Room: Salle de conference, Institut des Sciences Humaines, Bamako
Zoom: Link to be published a few days before the Symposium
9.15-10.00  Opening Session
Chair: Kajsa Ahlstrand
Representative of Uppsala University leadership
Daniel Tiveau, Sida
Baba Coulibaly, Director General, Institut des Sciences Humaines
Sten Hagberg, Director, Uppsala University’s Forum for Africa Studies
10.00-10.30 Coffee Break
10.30-12.00 SESSION I: Engaged Research in Mali
Chair: Sten Hagberg
Une recherche engagée sur la crise et la transition au Mali, Baba Coulibaly and
Sten Hagberg
Comment briser le plafond de verre au Mali?, Yaouaga Félix Koné, Lucie Bello,
and Sten Hagberg
Briefing on ongoing Engaged Research: “Public Women in High Insecurity Local
Arenas”, Lucie Bello, Maichata Coulibaly and Bintou Koné; “When the donors
have left...”, Yaouaga Félix Koné and Sten Hagberg
12.00-13.00 Lunch at Hassan & Preecha at EBC
13.00-115.00 SESSION lI: Developing Partnerships 1

Chair: Nadia Lovell

Mines artisanales et souveraineté: probleme global, perspectives citoyennes
locales, Sékou Camara, Institut des Sciences Humaines, and Muriel Cote, Lund
University
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Internet access, youth and women’s democratic participation on social media,
Drissa Tangara, Institut des Sciences Humaines, and Kajsa Hallberg Adu, Uppsala
University

Climate change and gender equality in Africa, Elvis Bisong També, Linnaeus
University, and Oumou Diancoumba, Ecole Normale Supérieure, Bamako

Problématique de gestion des sites de déplacés au Mali: cas de Bamako,
Fousseyni Touré, Univ. Lettres et Sciences Humaines de Bamako, and Véronique
Simon, Uppsala University

Coffee Break

SESSION lllI: Building International and Transnational Research Networks
Chair:

Decolonization of knowledges in West Africa: History, Actors, and Productions:

Organizing International Conference strengthening Transnational Connections,

Research Networks, and Critical Scholarship, Sten Hagberg, Baba Coulibaly, and
Mahamadou Kante
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Tuesday 17 December 2024

Room:

Room:
Zoom:

9.30-10.30

10.30-11.00

12.00-13.00

13.00-15.00

15.00-15.30
15.30-16.30

16.30

Zootissalen, Evolutionary Biology Centre (EBC), Uppsala University,
Norbyvagen 18C, Uppsala

Salle de conference, Institut des Sciences Humaines, Bamako

Link to be published a few days before the Symposium

SESSION IV: Developing Partnerships 2
Chair: Oulia Makkonen

Les mots de l'insécurité: Récits de jeunes femmes des cercles de Gao et Mopti,
Marie Riquer et Pauline Poupart, Stockholm International Peace research
Institute, and Oumar Dembélé, Point Sud

Citizens’ perspectives on the French military intervention in Mali, Lamine Savané,
Université de Ségou, and Jenniina Kotajoki, Uppsala University

Coffee Break

Cadre d’exploitation et de gestion durable des ressources naturelles dans le
paysages agro-sylvo-pastoraux au Mali, Sidi Dembélé, Institut de I’Economie
Rurale, Bamako, and Hanna Sinaré, Stockholm University

HealthyMaman: improving maternal ante-natal care (ANC) attendance in Mali,
Mahamadou Kante, Institut des Sciences Humaines, and Mats Mahlqvist,
Uppsala University

Lunch at Hassan & Preecha at EBC

SESSION V: Round-Table: Research Engagements in Authoritarian Times?
Chair: Sten Hagberg

Participants: Virginie Baudais, Stockholm International Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI, Sweden); Fatoumata Ouattara, Institut de Recherche pour le
Développement (IRD, France); Ludovic Kibora, Institut des Sciences des Sociétés
(Burkina Faso); and Adam Sandor, University of Bayreuth (Germany)

Coffee Break
SESSION VI: How to strengthen Academic Spaces in the Sahel?

End of Symposium
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Citizen Perspectives on Societal Challenges in Mali

The programme Perspectives citoyennes des défis de société au Mali is a
programme funded by the Embassy of Sweden in Bamako on behalf of the Swedish
International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida), 2022-2024. Led by the
Forum for Africa Studies at Uppsala University, the programme is implemented in
collaboration with Swedish and Malian partners. In Mali, the research lab
Laboratoire d’Anthropologie Comparative, Engagée et Transnationale (LACET,
https://www.lacet.org/) at the Institut des Sciences Humaines, is the main actor
leading the programme, including coordination, logistics, and management. The
main objective is to promote citizen perspectives through the implementation of
engaged research, the organization of citizen debates and the capacity building of
young researchers. Particular attention focuses on the promotion of women
leaders as researchers, teachers and opinion leaders.

The Sahel Symposium has been generously supported by the Swedish International Development
Cooperation Agency through the Embassy of Sweden in Mali, and the Royal Society for the
Humanities in Uppsala.

Le Sahel Symposium est généreusement soutenu par ’Agence suédoise de coopération
internationale pour le développement a travers ’Ambassade de Suéde au Mali et la Société
royale des sciences humaines d’Uppsala.
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