
PROTOCOL 3 TO THE RAROTONGA TREATY 

Protocol 3 to the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Parties to this Protocol 

NOTING the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty (the Treaty) 

HAVE AGREED as follows: 

Article 1 

Each Party undertakes not to test any nuclear explosive device anywhere within the 
South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone. 

Article 2 

Each Party may, by written notification to the depositary, indicate its acceptance from 
the date of such notification of any alteration to its obligation under this Protocol 
brought about by the entry into force of an amendment to the Treaty pursuant to Article 
11 of the Treaty or by the extension of the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone pursuant to 
Article 12(3) of the Treaty. 

Article 3 

This Protocol shall be open for signature by the French Republic, the People’s 
Republic of China, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America. 

Article 4 

This Protocol shall be subject to ratification. 
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Article 5 

This Protocol is of a permanent nature and shall remain in force indefinitely, provided 
that each Party shall, in exercising its national sovereignty, have the right to withdraw 
from this Protocol if it decides that extraordinary events, related to the subject matter of 
this Protocol, have jeopardised its supreme interests. It shall give notice of such 
withdrawal to the depositary three months in advance. Such notice shall include a 
statement of the extraordinary events it regards as having jeopardised its supreme 
interests. 

Article 6 

This Protocol shall enter into force for each State on the date of its deposit with the 
depositary of its instrument of ratification. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorised by their 
Governments, have signed this Protocol. 

DONE at Suva this Eighth day of August, One thousand nine hundred and eighty-six, in 
a single original in the English language. 

This agreement text was made accessible by the Alva Myrdal Centre for Nuclear 
Disarmament (AMC) at Uppsala University. For more material on arms control, visit our 
webpage at www.amcdata.uu.se. 
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