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Department of Public Health and Caring Sciences, Uppsala University  

Box 564, 751 22 Uppsala, Sweden  
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RESEARCH FIELDS 

legal linguistics; applied linguistics; asylum decision-making; children’s rights 

 

EDUCATION 

2017–2025 PhD in Scandinavian Languages (cotutelle), Uppsala University 

2018–2025 PhD in Applied Linguistics (cotutelle), University of Siegen, magna cum laude 

2015–2016 MA in Scandinavian Languages, Umeå University 

2014–2015 BA in Scandinavian Languages, Umeå University 

 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

2025–2026 Researcher, Child Health and Parenting, Uppsala University 

Projects: Medical Evidence in Asylum Cases; Asylum Decision Research Infrastructure 

2024–2025 Research Assistant, Child Health and Parenting, Uppsala University 

2023 Researcher, KBLab, National Library of Sweden 

2017–2022 Doctoral Researcher, Department of Scandinavian Languages, Uppsala University 

  

SELECTED ACADEMIC PRESENTATIONS 

2025 Research Colloquium on Computational Socio- and Discourse Linguistics, University of Siegen 

2024 Research Colloquium on Language Use, Stockholm University 

2021 Research Colloquium on Language Use, Stockholm University 

2020 Research Colloquium on Applied Linguistics, University of Siegen 

2019 Workshop on Text and Talk in Interaction in the Asylum Process, Södertörn University  

2018 Research Colloquium on Legal Linguistics, University of Heidelberg 

2018 AILA-Europe Junior Researcher Meeting on Language and Law, University of Duisburg-Essen 

2018 Conference on Text Research, Lund University 

2017 International Language and Law Association Conference, University of Freiburg 

2017 Conference on Swedish Grammar and Usage, Uppsala University 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

Monographs / Theses 

Pfister, L. (2025). Ensamkommande på undantag: rättslig normbildning som textpraktik i vägledande barnasylärenden. 

Uppsala: Acta Universitatis Upsaliensis. 

Pfister, L. (2025). Unbegleitete in Ausnahmeverfahren: rechtliche Normbildung als Textpraxis in wegweisenden 

Kinderasylurteilen. University of Siegen. Manuscript. 

Peer-reviewed articles and manuscripts 

Sarkadi, A., Pfister, L., & Thorburn Stern, R. (2025). Lost in translation: the role of medical certificates in the Swedish 

asylum process. Läkartidningen. 

Pfister, L., Hedkvist, I., Mannheimer, J., Sarkadi, A., & Thorburn Stern, R. (2025). When do medical certificates of 

PTSD matter in asylum decisions? A quantitative study of Swedish Migration Agency decisions from 2016, 2018 and 2020. 

Manuscript. 

Editorial work 

Bianchi, M., Håkansson, D., Melander, B., Pfister, L., Westman, M., & Östman, C. (Eds.) (2019). Svenskans 

beskrivning 36. Uppsala. 
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GRANTS AND AWARDS 

2024 Travel grant, Royal Society of Humanities in Uppsala 

2020 Travel grant, Anna Maria Lundin’s Fund 

2018 Travel grant, Gun Widmark’s Fund 

2017 Award for Most Promising Doctoral Project, International Language and Law Association 

2017 Erasmus organisational grant, University of Copenhagen 

2016 Summer scholarship, Nordic Council of Ministers, University of Iceland 

2014–2015 Partner university exchange scholarship, University of Würzburg and Umeå University 

2014 Summer scholarship, Swedish Institute 

  

ACADEMIC SERVICE 

2025– Member, MARGIN Network (trauma- and violence-aware research, public involvement) 

2020–2022 Member, Faculty Board, Faculty of Languages, Uppsala University 

2017–2022 Member and Deputy Member, Doctoral Board, Uppsala University 

2018–2022 Member and Deputy Member, Equal Opportunities bodies, Uppsala University 

2017–2020 Member, Uppsala Forum on Democracy, Peace and Justice 

2019 Co-organiser, Doctoral Workshop International Migration and Human Rights, Uppsala University 

2019 Co-organiser, Conference Forum för textforskning 14, Uppsala University 

2018–2019 Member, curriculum and work environment groups, Department of Scandinavian Languages 

2017–2018 Member, Editorial Committee for Svenskans beskrivning 36 

2017–2018 Junior Media Officer, Germanic Society for Forensic Linguistics 

2017 Co-organiser, Conference Svenskans beskrivning 36, Uppsala University 

  

TEACHING AND SUPERVISION 

2025 Supervisor, Master thesis in medicine, Uppsala University 

2024 Supervisor, Introductory Course in Medical Research, Uppsala University 

2018–2019 Lecturer, Presenting and Popularising Research; Method and Theory in Thesis Writing, Uppsala 

University 

2017–2019 Course instructor, Texts and Interaction, Uppsala University 

2017–2019 Teaching assistant, Language Structure, Uppsala University 

  

PROFESSIONAL TRAINING 

2023 Asylum and Migration Law course, Swedish Refugee Law Center 

2021 Summer School in International Humanitarian Law, Leiden University 

2021 Summer School Law Making as Discourse and Action, ILLA and IAL 

2018–2019 University pedagogy courses, Unit for University Pedagogy, Uppsala University 

2018 Summer School SFL and Register & Context, Cardiff Network and RWTH Aachen University 

2017 Workshops in legal and forensic linguistics, research communication, and academic presentation, 

Uppsala University; University of Copenhagen; University of Freiburg 

  

LANGUAGE SKILLS 

C2  German (native), Swedish (near-native) 

C1–B2 English (C1), French (B2) 

B1 Danish (reading/listening), Norwegian (reading/listening) 

A1 Spanish, Icelandic • Latinum (Latin) 

 


