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1. Opening of the parliament session 2025. 

  

The Baltic University’s Programme’s Students’ Parliament session was held in Tallinn, Estonia 

on the 25th of April 2025. It was declared open by Niumi Dissanayake, the current students’ 

representative.  

  

2. Information and instructions about the parliamentary process  

  

Niumi informed and instructed the Students’ Parliament members about the parliamentary 

session process and made a count of the parliament members present at the current session.  

  

3. Appointing the election board  

  

Niumi announced her nominees for the following positions: 3 vote counters, 1 secretary, 2 

adjusters and briefly described their duties and responsibilities. The parliament voted on each 

nomination separately in an open voting. All nominations have been accepted with the majority 

of the votes.  

  

Election board members:  

  

Adjuster – Emelia Notman 

Adjuster – Rebekka Mewis  

Vote counter – Valeriia Shvaiko 

Vote counter – Anna Kropyvnytska 

Vote counter – Alise Čavare  

Secretary – Jagoda Baczkun. 

  

4. Motions and proposals   

2 proposals were introduced.   

Proposal by Pranika Dahiya 

Name of proposal: BUP Connect: Visibility & Learning for Impact 

Place of studies: Riga Technical University 

Main points of the proposal: 

• Launch a monthly social media feature series (Instagram reels, posts, stories) 

• Spotlight on student achievements, sustainability hacks, project wins, and personal stories 

from across BUP 

• Curated by student representatives 

• Designed to be emotional, authentic, and engaging — like a "Humans of Sustainability" 
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Background to the proposal: 

• BUP is filled with inspiring students doing important sustainability work 

• Much of this remains invisible outside the annual conference 

• Lack of year-round communication weakens motivation and engagement 

• Ongoing visibility would empower students and raise BUP’s presence globally 

Main points of discussion: 

• Who would curate and manage the content regularly? 

• What approval process will there be for publishing stories? 

• Would it be official BUP media or student-led with guidance? 

• Potential to use existing BUP platforms (e.g., Instagram, Facebook) 

• The idea is strong in terms of outreach and emotional engagement 

Voting results  

100% in favour – Accepted. 

  

Proposal by Agnė Žiogaitė 

Name of proposal: Fostering Sustainable Mindsets 

Place of studies: Mykolas Romeris University 

Main points of the proposal: 

• Move beyond individual sustainability efforts 

• Focus on how to motivate others to live more sustainably 

• Use knowledge from psychology and behaviour change to foster action 

• Session format: 

o Short lecture or panel on social norms, habit formation, peer influence 

o Interactive workshop with discussions, role-play, and communication strategies 

• Aim: Equip participants with tools to become change agents in their communities 

Background to the proposal: 

• Many people know what to do but don’t take action 

• Need to focus more on inspiring change, not just sharing facts 

• Understanding psychological and social dynamics is crucial to real-world impact 

Main points of discussion: 

• Strong foundation in psychology — relevant and practical 

• Fits well within the educational goals of BUP 

• Workshop format seems engaging and participatory 

• Could become a recurring session theme in future conferences 

• How will materials or insights be shared afterward for broader use? 
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5. Election of the International BUP Students´ Representatives 

  

Niumi informed the parliament about the rules of the election as follows:  

  

- Each candidate will shortly introduce themselves.  

- The candidate will present their agenda one by one.  

- At the beginning seven of the candidates will go outside the room and wait for their 

turn.  

- Each candidate will have 3 minutes for their speech, 3 minutes for questions from the 

parliament and 1 minute for the closing speech. - The voting will be closed and will take 

place after all candidates are finished.  

  

The current students´ representative (Niumi Dissanayake) let the candidates draw their speaking 

order. The results were as follows:  

  

1st candidate: Agnė Žiogaitė 

2nd candidate: Abdelrahman Abdellatif 

3rd candidate: Stanislaus Smotrych 

4th candidate: Pranika Dahiya 

5th candidate: Olha Hrama 

6th candidate: Azanf Anthony 

7th candidate: Meri Poghosyan 

  

All candidates left the room, and the first was welcomed into the room after a moment of 

confirming everything was in order for the speeches to begin. Niumi measured the time of 

each segment. 

 

1st candidate: Agnė Žiogaitė 

Main points of the speech: 

• Studies psychology, active in university life 

• Organized events and focused on improving student life 

• Participated in Erasmus+ course on conflict mediation 

• Interested in marketing and communication 

• Believes BUP could offer more guidance for student-led initiatives 

Main points of the discussion: 

• Marketing: visibility in universities would be effective 

• Communication: everyone deserves to be listened to 

• Conflict resolution: uses mediation to find compromise in difficult situations 

  



  

The Baltic University Programme's  

 Student's Parliament 2025 PROTOCOL  

  6  

2nd candidate: Abdelrahman Abdellatif 

Main points of the speech: 

• Studies mechanical engineering 

• Initially unaware of BUP; wants to prevent that for others 

• Emphasises connection between students and BUP 

• Proposed 3 goals: reach students, listen to them, and get more involved 

• Has organised student music events in the past 

Main points of the discussion: 

• Communication strategy: physical presence and social media 

• Described himself as supportive and experienced 

• Stressed the importance of inclusivity and accessibility 

 

3rd candidate: Stanislaus Smotrych 

Main points of the speech: 

• Studies computer science 

• Believes in student decision-making and participation 

• Wants to build a structured network between students and BUP 

• Emphasized student power and cooperation 

Main points of the discussion: 

• Communication: use of social media platforms (Instagram, TikTok) 

• Strengthening collaboration between universities 

 

4th candidate: Pranika Dahiya 

Main points of the speech: 

• Second-year student, active in volunteering and events 

• Believes education is the first step toward change 

• Wants to make BUP more accessible and relatable 

• Proposes workshops and student-led initiatives 

• Aims to be a bridge between BUP and students 

Main points of the discussion: 

• Suggested visual presence in universities (e.g., banners) 

• Believes in impacting society through real engagement 

• Highlighted organizing as a personal strength 
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5th candidate: Olha Hrama 

Main points of the speech: 

• Studies environmental science 

• Focused on the topic of pollution and science communication 

• Wants to contribute through projects and conference participation 

• Sees criticism as an opportunity for growth 

Main points of the discussion: 

• Distance from Baltic countries is not a barrier for her 

• Goals include organizing events and engaging with ecological topics 

• Leadership through experience in academic groups 

 

6th candidate: Azanf Anthony 

Main points of the speech: 

• Studies life sciences in Finland 

• Running for a two-year term 

• Wants to make the student union more popular and active 

• Stressed honesty and reliability 

• Interested in community-building through activities and visibility 

Main points of the discussion: 

• Believes in quality over quantity when expanding reach 

• Wants to bring students together beyond academics 

 

7th candidate: Meri Poghosyan 

Main points of the speech: 

• Studies chemical engineering 

• New to official roles, but experienced in international programs 

• Wants to amplify student voices and support inclusion 

• Believes in balancing formality with accessibility 

• Aims to increase the practical impact of the conference 

Main points of the discussion: 

• Suggestion: less formal communication channels like WhatsApp 

• Would like to see more hands-on student involvement beyond workshops 
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Summary: 

All seven student representative candidates introduced themselves, shared their visions, and 

engaged in discussion regarding their potential role as the international BUP Student 

Representative. Their speeches highlighted a shared passion for sustainability, student 

empowerment, and building stronger connections within the BUP community. 

6. Voting for the International BUP Students´ Representative  

  

All members of the BUP Students´ Parliament were given an opportunity to vote in a closed 

vote. Members of the BUP Students´ Parliament were supposed to choose one new student 

representative.  

  

The voting results were as follows: (The two candidates with the highest number of votes) 

• Meri Poghosyan 26 

• Agnė Žiogaitė 22 

  

7. Presenting the elected International BUP Student Representatives  

  

Newly elected Baltic University Programme’s International Student Representatives for the 

period spring 2025 to spring 2026 and spring 2025 to spring 2027 are: 

Meri Poghosyan (Kaunas University of Technology) — 2025–2026 -26 votes 

Agnė Žiogaitė (Mykolas Romeris University, Lithuania) — 2025–2027 - 22 votes 

.  

  

8. Closing of the parliamentary session 2025 

  

The Baltic University Programme´s Students´ Parliament session 2025 was declared and closed 

by Niumi Dissanayake.  

  

  

  

  

    

 


