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ACADEMIC TITLES

Docent (Associate Professor) in political science, Uppsala University, 2022
PhD. (Fil.dr) in political science, Uppsala University, 2020
MA (Magister) in political science, Uppsala University, 2011

EMPLOYMENT RECORD

2025- Senior Lecturer (lektor), Department of Government, Uppsala University

2022-2025  Associate Senior Lecturer (bitradande lektor), Department of Government, Uppsala University
2020-2022  Researcher and university teacher, Department of Government, Uppsala University
2011-2020 Ph.D. Candidate and university teacher, Department of Government, Uppsala University

2013-2014  Holder of the 2013/14 Parliamentary Fellowship for Ph.D candidates. The Swedish Parliament.
Included work within different functions at the Swedish Parliament, such as its research service,
parliamentary committees, and the Chancellery.

2010-2011 Research assistant, Department of Government, Uppsala University

EDUCATION

Doctor of Philosophy, Political Science. 2020. Department of Political Science, Uppsala University. The
dissertation “Adaptive Resistance. Power Struggles over Gender Quotas in Uruguay” is based on about seven
months of fieldwork in Uruguay.

MA in Political Science. 2011. Department of Political Science, Uppsala University. Political science as a major
with economics, statistics and administrative law as options. Exchange semester at Science Po Paris, spring
semester 2009 (master courses in international politics in French).

University studies, Vanguard University, California, USA. 2002-2004. Courses in American politics, political
science, history, religion, speech, and literary studies, combined with basketball at an elite level.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Leave of absence from doctoral student position, 100% August 2013 — May 2014, for work in the Swedish
Parliament.

Parental leave:

50 % June 2014-November 2015 (Alva born June 18, 2014)
50 % December 2016-September 2018 (lIris born December 9, 2016)

RESEARCH PROJECTS

2022-2025 Gender and Political Representation in a (Post-) Pandemic Era: How the Increased Salience of
Health and Poverty Issues Affects Women's Political Inclusion and Power in Low-Income
Countries. Funded by the Swedish Research Council: 4 500 000 SEK (dnr 2021-05055). Project
leader.



2025-2028 Gender as a Tactic in Autocratic Politics. Funded by the Swedish Research Council: 6 659 000
SEK (dnr 2024-01479). Co-applicant (Par Zetterberg, main applicant).

2023-2026 What does it take to make leadership gender equal? Studies of political leadership in a gender
balanced context. Funded by the Swedish Research Council: 6 381 000 (dnr 2022-02231). Co-
applicant (Josefina Erikson, main applicant).

2019-2023 The Parliament as a Gendered Workplace. Funded by The Swedish Research Council for
Health, Working Life and Welfare (FORTE): 5 824 000 SEK (dnr 2018_01027). Co-applicant
(Josefina Erikson, main applicant). The same application was also awarded funding in the
Swedish Research Council's open call in 2018.

PUBLICATIONS

Monograph

Josefsson, Cecilia (2024) “Defending the Status Quo: On Adaptive Resistance to Electoral Gender
Quotas.” New York: Oxford University Press.

Dissertation

Josefsson, Cecilia (2020) “Adaptive Resistance: Power Struggles over Gender Quotas in Uruguay.” Ph.D.
dissertation. Department of Government, Uppsala University.

Peer-reviewed articles

Erikson, Josefina and Cecilia Josefsson (2025) “Leaders’ desires to lead: progressive ambition and norms
around gender balance in the Swedish parliament.” Politics, Groups, and Identities, 13(2): 325-345.

Erikson, Josefina and Cecilia Josefsson (2024) “Adverse Contagion? Populist Radical Right Parties and
Norms on Gender Balance in Political Institutions.” Politics and Governance, 12:1-14.

Erikson, Josefina and Cecilia Josefsson (2023) “Feminine Leadership ldeals and Masculine Practices:
Exploring Gendered Leadership Conditions in the Swedish Parliament.” Politics & Gender 19(4): 1061-
1086.

Erikson, Josefina, Sandra Hakansson, and Cecilia Josefsson (2023) “Three Dimensions of Gendered
Online Abuse: Analyzing Swedish MPs’ Experiences of Social Media.” Perspectives on Politics 21 (3):
896-912.

Erikson, Josefina and Cecilia Josefsson (2022) “The Parliament as A Gendered Workplace: How to
Research Legislators” (Un)Equal Opportunities to Represent.” Parliamentary Affairs 75(1): 20-38.

Erikson, Josefina and Cecilia Josefsson (2021) “Equal playing field? On the intersection between gender
and being young in the Swedish Parliament” Politics, Groups, and Identities, 9(1): 81-100.

Josefsson, Cecilia (2020) “How candidate selection structures and genders political ambition: Illustrations
from Uruguay”. European Journal of Politics and Gender 3(1): 61-78.

Clayton, Amanda, Cecilia Josefsson, Robert B. Mattes, and Shaheen Mozaffar (2019) “In Whose
Interest? Connecting Gender Gaps in Elite and Mass Policy Preferences.” Comparative Political Studies
52(1): 69-101.

Erikson, Josefina and Cecilia Josefsson (2019) “Does Higher Education Matter for MPs in their
Parliamentary Work? Evidence from the Swedish Parliament” Representation 55(1): 65-80.

Erikson, Josefina and Cecilia Josefsson (2019) “The Legislature as a Gendered Workplace: Exploring
MPs’ Experiences of Working in the Swedish Parliament.” International Political Science Review 40(2):
197-214.

Clayton, Amanda, Cecilia Josefsson and Vibeke Wang (2017) “Quotas and Women's Substantive

Representation: Evidence from a Content Analysis of Ugandan Plenary Debates.” Politics & Gender
13(2): 276-304.

Johnson, Niki and Cecilia Josefsson (2016) “A New Way of Doing Politics? Cross-Party Women’s
Caucuses in Uganda and Uruguay.” Parliamentary Affairs 69(4): 845-859.



Martin Lundin, PerOla Oberg and Cecilia Josefsson (2015) “Learning from Success? Are Successful
Governments Role Models?” Public Administration 93(3): 733-752.

Josefsson, Cecilia (2014) “Who benefits from gender quotas? Assessing the impact of election procedure
reform on MPs’ attributes in Uganda” International Political Science Review, 35(1): 93-105.

Clayton, Amanda, Cecilia Josefsson and Vibeke Wang (2014) ”Present without Presence? Gender,
Quotas, and Debate Recognition in the Ugandan Parliament.” Representation, 50(3): 379-392.

e Reprinted in Gender Quotas and Women'’s Representation. Krook, Mona Lena and Pér
Zetterberg (eds.) New York: Routledge, 93-106.

Book chapters

Kenny, Meryl, Josefina Erikson and Cecilia Josefsson (2025) “Gendered Political Institutions” in
Encyclopedia of Gender and Politics, ed. Zoe Lefkofridi, Edward Elgar Publishing

Reports

Erikson, Josefina och Cecilia Josefsson (2021) ”Jamstélldhet och ledarskap i riksdagen. Report to the
Swedish Parliament. 38 pages.

Erikson, Josefina och Cecilia Josefsson (2016) ”Jamstélldheten i riksdagen — en enkdtstudie.” Report to
the Swedish Parliament. 34 pages.

AWARDS

Recipient of the Victoria Schuck Award 2025, an award presented annually by the American Political Science
Association (APSA) to honor the best book published on women and politics.

Recipient of the Benzelius Award 2024, an award annually presented by the Royal Society of Sciences in
Uppsala to reward the achievements of young scholars.

Recipient of the ECPR Joni Lovenduski PhD Prize 2023, a biennial award for an outstanding PhD dissertation
in the field of gender and politics, including gender and/or sexuality studies perspectives in political science,
international relations, political philosophy, public policy and public administration. The prize is awarded by the
European Consortium of Political Research (ECPR) and the ECPR's Standing Group on Gender and Politics.

Recipient of the Karin Westman Berg Scholarship 2018, an award and scholarship of SEK 30,000 to a woman
doctoral student at Uppsala University or the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences in Uppsala who has
made a meritorious research effort in the spirit of Karin Westman Berg.

INSTITUTIONAL AFFILIATIONS

Affiliated scholar at Instituto de Ciencia Politica, Universidad de la Republica, Montevideo, Uruguay (2013,
2015 and 2019)

Student in comparative politics, Institute d’Etudes Politiques de Paris (Science Po), France (2009)

Student in political science and history, Vanguard University, California (2002-2004)

FIELDWORK

Uruguay (2013, 2015 and 2019)

For PhD thesis: Information gathering and 70 interviews with legislators and civil society representatives. Four
months in 2013, two months in 2015, and one month in 2019.

Sweden (2016 and 2020)

Project about gender equality in the Swedish Parliament: surveys with all legislators (response rate 83 %) and 40
interviews with legislators in 2016. In 2020, we interviewed 36 leaders in the Parliament, including the Speakers,
committee presidents, and party bench leaders.



Uganda (2009-2010)

For MA thesis: Information gathering and 35 interviews with legislators and civil society representatives. 3
months.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

Presentation of conference papers at the following international and national conferences:

2025 American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Vancouver, Canada

2025 Politics & Gender Conference, Rutgers University, US

2025 EGEN Empirical Approaches to Gender, UNAM Mexico City

2024 Swedish Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Umed, Sweden

2024 European Conference on Politics and Gender, Ghent, Belgium

2023 ECPR General Conference, Prague, Czech Republic

2023 EUGenDem Final Conference, Helsinki, Finland

2022 European Conference on Politics and Gender, Ljubljana, Slovenia

2022 ECPR Joint Sessions of Workshops, Edinburgh, Scotland

2021 “Suffrage Now!” International Conference on Gender and Democracy, Online

2021 Workshop “Political Masculinities as an Analytical Category”, Online

2019 European Conference on Politics and Gender, Amsterdam, Netherlands

2017 Graduate Conference on Empirical Approaches to Gender, Yale University, US

2017 Conference ‘“Resisting women’s political leadership: theories, data, solutions,” Rutgers
University, US

2016 International Political Science Association World Congress, Poznan, Poland,

2016 Workshop “Women'’s political inclusion in the Arab world and sub-Saharan Africa,” New York
University, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

2016 Swedish Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Visby, Sweden

2015 International Studies Association Annual Convention, New Orleans, US

2015 European Conference on Politics and Gender, Uppsala, Sweden

2013 European Conference on Politics and Gender, Barcelona, Spain

2013 ECPR Joint Sessions of Workshops, Mainz, Germany

TEACHING

Teaching has been carried out at the undergraduate and graduate level in political science and development
studies, in Swedish and in English. | have developed new courses, convened courses, and given lectures and
seminars at all different levels.

Doctoral Supervision
2023- Assistant supervisor for PhD Candidate Rebecca Eriksson

Student supervision
2013- 15 Bachelor's theses, 10 Master's theses

Course convener

2020- Quantitative Methods, master level

2022-2024 Gender and Economic Development, undergraduate level
2021 State structures, undergraduate level

Lecturer

2015- Quantitative Methods, master level

2020- Gender, Power, and Institutions, master level

2022- Gender and Economic Development, undergraduate level



2020- State structure/ Swedish and Comparative Politics, undergraduate level
2020- Introduction to Swedish Politics, undergraduate level
2019- Gender in Comparative Perspective, undergraduate level

Seminar teacher

2015- Quantitative Methods, master level

2023 Development Policy in Practice, undergraduate level

2022-2023 Gender and Economic Development, undergraduate level

2016-2018 Engendering International Development, undergraduate level
2015-2018 Gender, Power and Institutions, undergraduate level

2019- Gender in Comparative Perspective, undergraduate level

2015-2022 State Structures/Swedish and Comparative Politics, undergraduate level

TRAINING

2024 Supervising doctoral students, 3 weeks, Uppsala University

2021 Text, meaning, joy — written ways to greater impact, Magnus Linton, Uppsala University

2021 RStudio, Essex Summer School, University of Essex

2021 Quantitative Text Analysis, Nicole Baerg, Essex Summer School, 2 weeks, University of Essex

2020 Supervising students for degree projects, 2 weeks, Uppsala University

2018 Field Experiments Workshop, Donald P. Green, 3 days, Uppsala University

2018 Writing for Scholars, Lynn Parker Nygaard, Uppsala University

2016 Regression Discontinuity Design Workshop, 2 days, Olle Folke and Johanna Rickne, Uppsala
University

2016 Academic Teacher Training Course, 5 weeks, Uppsala University

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

External examiner

2025 “From Advocacy to Legislation: Feminist Mobilization, Political Contestation, and the Making of

Violence Against Women Policy”, by Laura Gutierrez Zarate, Department of Political Science
and Public Law, Autonomous University of Barcelona, Spain, September 23, 2025.

Examining committee

2025 “Political Ambition in the Shadow of Violence: Elections, Gender and Political Machines in
Colombia” by Juan Diego Duque Salazar, Department of Peace and Conflict Research, Uppsala
University, 9 May 2025.

Administrative assignments

2024 Member of the recruiting committee for PhD students, Department of Government, Uppsala
University

2023- Coordinator of Feminism and Institutionalism International Network (FIIN)

2021- Safety Representative [Skyddsombud], Department of Government, Uppsala University

2020 Member of the Department of Government’s Committee for Equal Opportunities

2017-2018 Vice Chair of the PhD Student Association, Department of Government
2012-2013 Member of the Faculty of Social Sciences’ Committee for Equal Opportunities
2011-2013 Member of the Board of the Department of Government

Research networks
2025- Co-Director of Feminism and Institutionalism International Network (FIIN)
2023-2025 Coordinator of Feminism and Institutionalism International Network (FIIN)



Reviewing

Peer-reviewed for the following journals: Alternatives, American Journal of Political Science; American Political
Science Review; British Journal of Political Science; Critical African Studies; Comparative Political Studies;
European Journal of International Affairs; European Journal of Politics and Gender; Gender & Society;
International Feminist Journal of Politics; Journal of Elections, Perspectives on Politics; Public Opinion & Parties;
Journal of Politics; Journal of Women, Politics & Policy; Legislative Studies Quarterly; Party Politics; Political
Research Quarterly; Politics, Groups & ldentities; Politics & Gender; Political Studies; Revista Uruguaya de
Ciencia Politica; Women’s Studies International Forum.

INVITED TALKS (selection)

2025 “Speaking of Women: Tracing the Evolution and Spread of Women’s Rights Norms in the UN
General Debate”, Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, September 22

2025 “Hur uppnas ett jamstallt politiskt ledarskap?” Meeting with all parliamentary committee chairs
and speakers, Swedish Parliament, February 27

2024 “Resistance to women’s political inclusion,” Webinar on Masculinities, Power and Political
Participation for UN Women Staff, October 24

2024 Plenary roundtable participant on Gender and Change: Assessing Feminist Institutionalist
Concepts and Methods over the long haul at European Conference of Politics and Gender, Ghent
University

2024 »Jamstélldhet och ledarskap i parlament,” Parliament of Aland, 8 March

2024 “Parliament as Gendered Workplace,” Gender Equity Webinar Series, Virginia Tech, March 26

2023 ”Betydelsen av kon i politiken”, Social Democrats’ election analysis committee, January 11

2022 ”Tre dimensioner av konsrelaterat hat pa sociala medier”, Seminar on hate and violence on social
media, Swedish Parliament, March 2

2022 Plenary roundtable participant at “Second Generation Conversation Roundtable,” Launch of FIIN
website, February 8

2022 “A New ‘Gender Equal’ Leadership ldeal? Exploring Leadership Ideals and Practices in the
Swedish Parliament, Stockholm University, May 24

2021 ”Jamstélldhet och ledarskap i Sveriges riksdag”, presentation for committee chairs in the Swedish
Parliament, October 14

2021 “Gendered Political Leadership,” Network of Women Ambassadors Stockholm (NWAS),
Swedish Parliament, October 18

2021 “Gender Equality and Leadership”, Nordic meeting of parliamentary gender equality groups,
Swedish Parliament, November 22

2021 “Unequal playing field: Gender and youth in the Swedish Parliament,” EUGENDEM virtual
workshop sessions, March 12

2021 ”Inkludering, jamstalldhet och mangfald pé arbetsplatsen”, Etteplan Sweden, December 7

2021 “Why male political elites adopt gender quota laws,” Closed Door Expert Consultation on TSMs
in Peace Processes, Inclusive Peace, Online, February 3, 2021

2020 “In Whose Interest? Researching Substantive Representation in Sub-Saharan Africa”, College of
Saint Benedict and Saint John’s University, US (online) October 2,

2020 “Adaptive Resistance: Power Struggles over Gender Quotas in Uruguay,” Nordic Institute of Latin
American Studies, Stockholm University and Online, October 21

2018 ”Jamstélldheten i riksdagen — Har alla ledamoter samma mdjligheter att bedriva sitt uppdrag?”

Discussion on violence against elected politicians and its consequences, Swedish Association of
Local Authorities and Regions, September 27

2017 “Resisting Women’s Political Inclusion: An Analysis of the Uruguayan Gender Quota,”
Universita di Trieste, June 19

2016 ”Jamstélldheten i riksdagen - en enkatstudie”, Swedish Parliament, Main Hall, May 18, 2016



MEDIA APPEARANCE

National television (Nyhetsmorgon, TV4 Nyheterna, SVT Forum), Daily Press (Dagens Nyheter, Svenska
Dagbladet, Aftonbladet), Radio (P4).

LANGUAGES

Swedish: native
English: fluent
Spanish: proficient

French: intermediate



