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RELEVANT WORK EXPERIENCE 

 

PhD Candidate                 March 2017 - Present 

Department of Peace and Conflict Research, Uppsala University 

• Conducted independent research on reconciliation and atrocity prevention. 

• Participate in research seminars, group advising sessions, and other forums to share research feedback. 

• Lecture in Bachelor’s degree level courses 

• Plan, organize, execute and grade Bachelor’s-level course on Conflict Resolution 

 

Research Assistant           November 2016 - Present 

Department of Peace and Conflict Research, Uppsala University 

• Developed survey questions on war trauma experiences, psychological coping and resilience, 

reconciliation, and peacebuilding attitudes. 

• Designed mobile survey experience using Qualtrics, to distribute survey using mobile data collection 

• Conducted interviews with service providers psychosocial and women’s services to better understand the 

challenges facing women in the post-conflict period 

 

Research Consultant                     June 2015 - Present 

Center for Applied Research on Conflict, The U.S. Institute for Peace 

• Developed research program to explore the impact of reconciliation efforts on atrocity prevention. 

• Designed methodology and coordinated project implementation for a mixed-methods impact evaluation in 

Sri Lanka, including a randomized field experiment, individual interviews, and a qualitative desk review. 

• Developed survey instrument to measure reconciliation and atrocity prevention outcomes. 

• Designed activities for a dialogue-based interpersonal reconciliation program. 

• Conducted quantitative analysis of impact evaluation survey data to determine program effects. 

• Conducted individual interviews with program participants to explore causal mechanisms behind impact. 

• Conducted a qualitative analysis of institutional-level reconciliation efforts in Sri Lanka on related atrocity 

prevention indicators, in collaboration with partner institution. 

• Oversaw completion of project deliverables and coordinated communication between project partners. 

• Analyzed quantitative and qualitative research data in final report (forthcoming January 2017). 

 

Knowledge Management Consultant                 February 2013 – August 2014 

Justice Reform Practice Group/Governance Global Practice, The World Bank, Washington, DC 

• Developed guidance documents on designing impact evaluations for justice projects. 

• Provided research support for projects on access to justice in the DRC and legal aid in Afghanistan.  

• Coordinated meetings and work program and provided research support for working group on justice and 

rule of law indicators for the post-2015 development agenda. 

• Organized a side event to the Eighth Session of the Open Working Group on Sustainable Development 

Goals on “Measuring Rule of Law and the Post-2015 Agenda” 

• Coordinated content and publication for research reports, working papers, and newsletters, and 

disseminated research findings with internal and external audiences, 
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• Coordinated outreach and work program for World Bank communities of practice on Justice Reform and  

Criminal Justice. 

• Recruited speakers and organized brown bag lunch series on justice reform issues.  
 

Shapiro Traveling Fellowship Researcher          October 2011 – November 2012 

Justice and Reconciliation Project, Gulu, Uganda 

• Designed research methodology and conducted fieldwork for a qualitative study of the experiences of 

women and youth with traditional reconciliation and healing practices in northern Uganda.  

• Conducted 109 focus group sessions and in-depth individual interviews with 268 research participants.  

• Analyzed, coded and synthesized over 100 hours of qualitative interview data.  

• Published final research report, “Gender and Generation in Acholi Traditional Justice Mechanisms.”  

• Managed $10,000 project budget; maintained accurate financial records and filing system.  

• Developed best practice guidelines for organizations to support traditional cleansing ceremonies.  

• Developed a school-based dialogue circle curriculum based on research findings; implemented pilot 

dialogue circle program in partnership with the Great Lake Conflict Resolution Center (GLACCR). 

 

Community Conferencing and Grantwriting Intern               January – May 2010 

Conflict Resolution Center of Montgomery County, Wheaton, MD 

• Facilitated Community Conferences to resolve disputes between students, parents and teachers in local 

middle schools. 

• Prepared application materials for a successful grant for school-based restorative justice training; assisted 

with grant reporting duties for existing donors 

• Developed skills in proposal development, fundraising strategy, & donor relations during a 10-week 

grantwriting course 

• Completed facilitator training courses on peacemaking circles, community conferencing and non-violent 

communication 

EDUCATION 

Master of Social Science in Peace and Conflict Studies 

Uppsala University 

Uppsala, Sweden 
September 2014 – June 2016  

Rotary Peace Fellow, Rotary International, September 2014 - June 2016 

Thesis: “Atrocity Prevention through Reconciliation? Testing the Impact of Interpersonal Reconciliation in 

Sri Lanka”, May 2016. Received the Mats Hammarström Prize for Outstanding Student Essay in Peace and 

Conflict Studies. 
 

Bachelor of Arts in International Affairs 

The George Washington University 

Washington, DC September 2006 - May 2010 
Summa Cum Laude, GPA 3.9  

Concentrations: Peace Studies; Conflict & Security; International Development; Psychology 
Thesis: “National Projects of Interpersonal Reconciliation: A Critique of Socioemotional Reconciliation 

Efforts in Rwanda, Sierra Leone and Northern Uganda”, May 2010. Received Elliot School of International 

Affairs Special Honors award for outstanding thesis.  
 

 

AWARDS AND HONORS  

• Mats Hammarström Prize for Outstanding Master’s Essay in Peace and Conflict Studies, 2016 

• Rotary Peace Fellowship recipient, 2014-2016  



  
 

 

• Phi Beta Kappa Inductee, The George Washington University, 2010 

• Shapiro Traveling Fellowship, 2011-2012  

• Elliot School of International Affairs Special Honors award, 2010 

• Presidential Academic Scholarship, The George Washington University, 2006 – 2010  

 

PUBLICATIONS 

• Lonergan, Kate (2017) “Does Reconciliation Prevent Future Atrocities?: Evaluating Practice in Sri 

Lanka” Peaceworks Report, United States Institute of Peace 

• Keilitz, Ingo, Kate Lonergan, Nicholas Menzies & Fernando Fernandez-Monge (2014) “An Introduction 

to Selecting the Right Indicators to Improve Court Performance." The World Bank: Just Development 

series, Issue 3.  

• Lonergan, Kate & Vicki Esquivel-Korsiak (2013) “The First Step towards Reconciliation: The Role of 

Truth-Telling in Acholi Traditional Ceremonies”. Voices Magazine, The Justice and Reconciliation 

Project  

• Lonergan, Kate (2012) “Gender and Generation in Acholi Traditional Justice Mechanisms”. The Justice 

and Reconciliation Project, Field Note XVII 

 

CONFERNCE PRESENTATIONS 

• “Reconciling the Past for a More Peaceful Future: An Experimental Evaluation of Reconciliation, 

Atrocity Risk, and Resilience in Sri Lanka”, paper presented at the 59th International Studies Association 

Annual Convention, San Francisco, CA, 4-7 April 2018. 

• Roundtable participant, “Measuring Reconciliation: Opportunities and Challenges”, International Studies 

Association Annual Convention, Baltimore, MD, 22-25 February 2017. 

• “Restoring relationships, resolving conflicts: Restorative lessons from conflict resolution efforts in 

displaced communities”, paper presented at the 9th International Conference of the European Forum for 

Restorative Justice (EFRJ), Leiden, The Netherlands, 22-24 June 2016. 

•  “Gender and Generation in Acholi Traditional Justice Mechanisms,” paper presented at the United 

Nations-Gulu University Perceptions of Peacebuilding in Northern Uganda conference, 4-5 April 2013 

• “National Projects of Interpersonal Reconciliation: A Critique of Socioemotional Reconciliation Efforts 

in Rwanda, Sierra Leone and Northern Uganda,” presentation at James Madison University 

Undergraduate Research conference, 9 April 2011 

 

 

 

 

 


