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BIOGRAPHY

Henrik Lindblad, PhD, is an art historian and researcher affiliated with the Art History Department at
Uppsala University. His doctoral thesis Kyrk/iga fulturary i en ny tid — Samlade studier och reflektioner
(Ecclesiastical Heritage in a New Era — Collected studies and reflections), was defended at Uppsala University in
2023. He is presently a heritage consultant with assignments by the Church of Sweden and other
organisations, and has previously worked as conservation officer, investigator and coordinator at the
Swedish National Heritage Board (2003-2007), project leader, coordinator and strategist at the Church of
Sweden’s Central Office (2007-2017), and as heritage officer at the Diocese of Lund (2017- 2021). He was
for several years engaged in the research project O/d Churches — New 1 alues, managed by Gothenburg
University, which resulted in the 2017 anthology Ala dessa kyrkor (Al these Churches). He is founding
member of the European organisation Future for Religious Heritage, member and former chair of its
Scientific Advisory Committee. He is founding member and former vice president of ICOMOS’
International Scientific Committee on Places of Religion and Ritual, PRERICO, and has in this role
performed several reviews of UNESCO World Heritage nominations. In these capacities he has published
many articles on religious heritage, nationally and internationally. In a chapter in a forthcoming publication
by the Church of Sweden’s research unit, which he is co-editing together with associate professor Carola
Notrdbick, he further explores and defines the new research field Dark/Complex Ecclesiastical Heritage.

ACADEMIC DEGREES & COURSES

- PhD in Art History 2023: Uppsala University. Thesis: Kyrkliga kulturarv i en ny tid— Samlade studier och
refleketioner, defended 17 March 2023.

- Bachelor of Arts 1990: Uppsala University. History of Art and Architecture, Ethnology, and History of
Literature (University of Gothenburg.)

- Building Restoration and Conservation 1992-1993: Course, graduate level, Stockholm University,
Visby.

PROFESSIONAL TRAINING (selection)

- Future Scenario Analysis and Environmental Scanning Analysis: Courses at Karios Future,
Stockholm, Sweden, 2011, 2005.

- Diploma in Practical Journalism 1999: Poppius School of Journalism, Stockholm, Sweden

PRESENT POSITION

- Heritage Consultant: Assighments: Church of Sweden’s Central Office, the Diocese of Lund, the
Regional Museum of Stockholm, The School of Architecture at Lund University. 2022-.

- Affiliated Researcher: Art History Department at Uppsala University. 2024-.

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

- Investigator: Part-time employment at the Regional Museum of Hilsingland. 2023.

- Diocese Heritage Officer: Church of Sweden, Diocese of Lund, Sweden. 2017-2021.

- Senior Advisor 2014-2017, Heritage Coordinator 2011-2014, Heritage Analyst 2007-2010: Church
of Sweden, Central Church Office, Uppsala, Sweden.


mailto:henrik.lindblad@konstvet.uu.se

Desk Officer: Ministry of Culture, Swedish Government, Stockholm, Sweden. 2010.

Senior Advisor 2005-2007, Building Conservation Officer 2003-2005: Swedish National Heritage
Board, Stockholm, Sweden.

Conservation Officer: Linsmuseet Givleborg, Regional Museum, Givle, Sweden. 2001-2003.

PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES

Member: Association of Religious Chutrch Heritage (ARCH), formed in South Korea 2023, and aimed
at breaking a new ground to interpret and assess the diverse values of church heritage in Asia. 2023-
Council Member: Future for Religious Heritage (FRH), Brussels, 2020-2024.

Chair: Scientific Advisory Committee, FRH, 2020 —2021, Co-Chair 2022-2024.

Co-Chair: Conference Planning Sub-Committee, FRH, 2020-2021, Member 2021-2023.

Treasurer: ICOMOS International Scientific Committee PRERICO, June 2020 — June 2023.

Vice President: ICOMOS International Scientific Committee PRERICO, March 2017 — June 2020.
Interim Chair: ICOMOS working group for establishing PRERICO, December 2016 — March 2017.
Chair: Election Committee, ICOMOS Sweden, 2014 — 2020.

Board Member of the Swedish National Committee of ICOMOS (ICOMOS Sweden) 2008-2011.

ACADEMIC REVIEWS

Reviewert, Cultural Arts Research and Development, academic journal (Japan Bilingual Publishing), 2025.
Reviewer, Bebyggelsehistorisk tidskrift/ Nordic Journal of Settlement History and Built Heritage, 2025.

Reviewer, CIDADES, Comunidades ¢ Territirios, academic journal, 2025.

Reviewer, Springer Nature, 2024.

Reviews of submitted abstracts, FRH conferences 2024, 2023, 2021, 2018.

Review of submitted abstracts ICOMOS PRERICO conference 2022 (Hybrid, Thailand).

Desk reviews of nominations for the UNESCO World Heritage List 2025, 2021, 2020, 2019.

External reviews of nominations for Wotld Monuments Fund’s World Monuments Watch 2017, 2016.

PRESENTATIONS/LECTURES (selection)

“Reflections on North European Church Heritage in an East Asia Context”. Forthcoming
presentation/invited speaker at the international conference Interpreting the History of Church Architecture
Across Bast Asia, 24-26 November, Kyushu University, Japan.

“Towatds a Sustainable Future for Ecclesiastical Heritage”. Presentation/invited speaker at The

Transformation of Sacred Spaces. Patterns and Paths across Europe, Universitit Leipzig, 15 May 2025.

“Sacred sites/abandoned abbeys: sustainable heritage tourism in Southern Sweden”.
Presentation/invited speaker at the international conference New perspectives on female monastic architecture
and heritage. Organized by CES-Universidade de Coimbra/Universidade do Algarve, 21 November 2024.
“Rittighet och resurs — perspektiv pa kyrkliga kulturarv”. Presentation/invited speaker & panel member
at the seminar Formidling av kirkelig kulturary, organized by Kirkerddet, Church of Norway. Oslo, 7
November 2024.

“Perspektiv pa kyrkornas framtid”. Keynote/invited speaker at the conference Fastighetsdagar for
Hdrndsands- och Lauled stift 22-23 October 2024.

”Hixan i skattkammaren - kyrkans moérka kulturarv”. Presentation/invited speaker at Museerna og det
obekvemme. MUSUND (Museums of Oresund) conference, Copenhagen 25-26 September 2024.

“Dark Ecclesiastical Heritage”. Presentation at the Research Conference in Theology and Religion 2024. Polin
Institute/ Abo Academy, Abo, Finland, 23 May 2024.

”Arbete med levande kyrkliga kulturarv — I Sverige och internationellt”. Presentation at the conference
Levande kyrkliga kulturary. Hilsinglands Museum, Hudiksvall, 15 May 2024.

”Levande kulturarv/Living Heritage”. Presentation/invited speaker, Patish of Ljusdal, 14 May 2024.
Invited speaket/panel member at Fy// dom-sting dom-spréing dom — om kyrkornas framtid. Margit Sahlin
Akademin, Stockholm, 22 april 2024.

”Kyrkliga kulturarv i en ny tid”. Presentation/invited speaker at the Diocese of Gothenbutg,
Gothenburg. 20 March 2024.

”Kyrkliga kulturarv/kulturvird som profession” (with Eva Lofgren). Presentation/Invited speaker at
Kulturvard i vagskdl. Ett symposinm tillagnat Ola Wetterberg. Conservation Department, University of
Gothenburg, 15 March 2024.



”Kyrkliga kulturarv i en ny tid?”. Presentation/invited speaker at the conference "Bor ikke Gud her
lenger?"" Nordisk konferanse om utvidet og ny bruk av kirkebyge. AHO, Arkitektur- og designhogskolen i Oslo,
Norway, 22-23 November 2023.

“Global Perspectives, Global Challenges: Definition and Nomination Trends for Religious Heritage”.
Keynote/invited speaker at Trends in World Heritage — Listing of Religious Heritage and Korean Catholic
Heritage, South Korea 29 November 2023.

“Towards a Sustainable Future for Ecclesiastical Heritage”. Keynote/invited speaker at Architectures of
the Soul 4th International Conference Religions Heritage — Understanding the Past, shaping the Future. 19-21
October 2023, Batalha, Portugal.

”Hixan i skattkammaren — om kyrkligt kulturarvsbruk”. Speech at the conference Kyrkliga
kulturarvsmoten — Nyskapade riter och relationer (Ecclestiastical Heritage Meetings — New Rituals and Relations),
organised by The County Museum of Hilsingland in collaboration with the Church of Sweden,
Uppsala, 10 October 2023.

“Reflections on EXPER and the concept of Living Religious”. Speech at the conference Glocalized
Experiences of Heritage: Imaginaires and Appropriations of World Heritage Historical and Religions sites, organised
by Cergy Paris CY Université, 1-2 June 2023, Greater Paris, France.

“Caroli Church - A Catalyst for Urban Regeneration?”” Presentation/invited speaker (with Johan
Eriksson, associate professor at Uppsala University), 22 June 2022, University of Pavia, Italy.

“Living Religious Heritage in a Changing World”. Keynote speech at the ICOMOS PRERICO Annunal
Business Meeting, 9 December 2021 (virtual conference).

“The International Scientific Committee PRERICO - ICOMOS for pilgtimages”. Presentation/invited
speaker at the conference The three Romees, pilgrimages to City of St. Peter and Paunl between past and future.
Italian Geographical Society. Rome, Italy, 14 November 2019.

“Living or (un)Dead Heritage. The Wellbeing of Swedish Ecclesiastical Heritage”. Presentation at the
ICOMOS Conference; Religious and Pilgrimage Sites Conservation Challenges, Florens 28/2-1/3, 2019.
Presentation on the state of religious heritage in Europe. Video presented at the Future for Religious
Heritage Biennial Conference Religions Heritage - Enrope’s Legacy for the Future, Paris 11-13 October 2018.
“To use or not to use — a question of protection”. Presentation at Association of Critical Heritage
Studies conference What does Heritage Change, Montreal, Canada, 2016.

“Knowledge Building and Communication of Church Heritage”. Presentation at the conference
Medieval Murals in the Church Attics in Ostergitland, Norrképing, Sweden, 2015.

“Future for Churches in the Nordic Countries”. Guest lecture/invited speaker at Unaversity of Quebec at
Montreal, UDAM, Montreal, Canada, 2014.

“Policy and tools for using and developing ecclesiastical heritage”. Presentation at the Future for
Religious Heritage International Conference Sustaining Europe’s Rural Religions Heritage, Halle, Germany,
2014.

“Internationella perspektiv pa kulturvard” (International Perspectives on Cultural Heritage
Management). Guest lectures at Gothenburg University, 2013, 2014.

“Kirkebyggenes skjebne - erfaringer fra skillet stat og kirke i Sverige”. Presentation at Riksantikvaren
Conference, Oslo, Norway, 2013.

“Mixed use of churches —Experiences from Europe”. Henrik Lindblad and Oddbjérn Sérmoen, Nordic
Conference on Chureh Buildings, Helsingfors, Finland, 2013.

“Old Churches — New Values — Use and Management of Churches in a Changing Society””.
Presentation at the Future for Religious Heritage Conference Extended Use of Religions Heritage Buildings,
Venice, Italy, 2012.

PUBLICATIONS (selection)

1.

Lindblad H., Eriksson, J. & Gustafsson, C (2025). Sacred sites, abandoned abbeys: sustainable heritage
tourism in Southern Sweden. Forthcoming (accepted) article in the proceedings of the International
Seminar New Perspectives on Women's Conventual Architecture and Heritage. Centre for Social Studies,
University of Coimbra, Centre for Studies in Archaeology, Arts and Heritage Sciences, University of
Algarve & Municipality of Lagoa, 21-22 November 2024. Accepted manuscript.

Lindblad, H. (2025). (Review of) Borgehammar, Stephan (red.), Lunds domkyrka. Nya tiden.
Byggnaden och arkitekterna, Sveriges Kyrkor volym 239. Makadam forlag 2023. Review in
Bebyggelsehistorisk tidskrift nr. 85.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Lindblad, H. (2025). Reflections on EXPER and the concept of Living Religious Heritage.
Forthcoming (accepted) article in conference publication, Glocalized Experiences of Heritage: Imaginaires
and Appropriations of World Heritage Historical and Reljgions sifes. (Conference organised by Cergy Paris CY
Université, 1-2 June 2023. Submitted, under review.

Lindblad, H., (2025). Hixan i skattkammaren — kyrkliga och andra kulturarvsbruk. Forthcoming article
in the scientific publication Svenska kyrkans kulturary (working title). Work in progress.

Lindblad, H. (2025). New Policies and Practices to Revive Redundant Churches. Accepted chapter in
the forthcoming scientific publication Living Heritage — Principles, Policies, Tourism and Business (working
title), by Ioannis Poulios & Nigel Walter (eds). Submitted, under review.

Lindblad, H. (2025). Towards a Sustainable Future for Ecclesiastical Heritage. Religions Heritage: sites,
people, challenges. Rolando Volzone, Jodo Luis Fontes, and Henrik Lindblad (eds.) of a special issue of
the international scientific journal Cities, Communities and Territories. Accepted for publication.

Lindblad, H. (2023). ”Vad ska vi gora med alla tomma kyrkor?”. Forskning & Framsteg, 2023/6.
Available at: https://fof.se/artikel/2023/6/vad-ska-vi-gora-med-alla-tomma-kyrkor/

Lindblad, H. (2023). Kyrkliga kulturary i en ny tid. Samlade studier och reflektioner. Akad. Avh. (Dissertation
for PhD). Uppsala Studies in Conservation 1. Uppsala: Acta Universitatis Upsaliensis. 2023.

Lindblad, H. (2022). Living Religious Heritage and Continuous Use. In Olimpia Niglio (Ed.),
Intercultural Dialogue: Places of Religion and Rituals. Singapore: Springer Nature.

Lindblad, H., Eriksson, ]. & Gustafsson C. (2022). Caroli Church - A Resource for Urban
Regeneration? EdA Esempi di Architettura, International Journal of Architecture and Engineering. EdA, Vol. 9,
nos. 1~2.

Lindblad, H., (2021). Auktoriserade kyrkliga kulturarvsvirden. Analys av en utvirdering av
kulturhistoriska karaktiriseringar av kyrkor utférd 2007-2010. Bebyggelsebistorisk tidskrift nr 81.
Lindblad, H., (2021). Ecclesiastical Heritage as Human Right. in Olimpia Niglio and Eric Yong Lee
(eds.) Transcultural Diplomacy and International Law. Singapore: Springer Nature.

Lindblad, H. & Lofgren, E., (2017). Religidsa byggnader i férindring (Religious Buildings In
Transition). In Magdalena Hillstrém, Eva Lofgren & Ola Wetterberg (eds), Alla dessa kyrkor (All these
churches). Goteborg: Géteborgs universitet.

Lindblad, H. & Wetterberg, O., (2017). Delat ansvar (Shared Responsibility). In Magdalena Hillstrém,
Eva Lofgren & Ola Wetterberg (eds), Alla dessa kyrkor (All these churches). Géteborg: Géteborgs
universitet.

Lindblad, H., (2017). Ritten till det kyrkliga kulturarvet. In Géran Gunner & Maria Sédling (eds),
Mellan himmel och jord - Svenska kyrkans kulturarv infér framtiden Verbum/Church of Sweden.
Eriksson, J., Lindblad, H. & Warscheid, T., (2016). Observations and Thoughts on the Symposium.
Medieval Murals in the Church Attics of Ostergétland - Proceedings of a Symposium Held on the 8-
9th September 2015 at Norrtképing Art Museum Organised by ICOMOS Sweden’s Scientific Working
Group for Mural Paintings. ICOMOS Sweden.

Lindblad, H. & Lofgren, E., (2014). Nir Gud blir sambo med kulturen (When Culture Moves in With
God). Essay in Svenska Dagbladet, March 21.

Lindblad, H., (2005). Vem tar ansvar f6r Visingsborg? (Whose responsibility is Visingsborg).
Bebyggelsebistorisk tidskrift 49. Stockholm: Stockholms universitet.

Lindblad, H., (2002). Skogslandets kyrkot" ("The churches of the forest land"). Tradition i tri
(Traditions in wood). Stockholm: Byggférlaget.

Lindblad, H., (2000). Bergslagens trikyrkobyggande. En regional studie. In Ingrid Sj6strém, Marja
Terttu Knapas & Ola Storsletten, Kyrka af trid (Church of Wood). Stockholm: Riksantikvarieimbetet.



