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2 CURRICULUM VITAE 

CURRENT POSITION 

Postdoc, Department of Government, Uppsala University, July 2024- 

ACADEMIC DEGREES 

PhD in sociology, Stockholm University (defended on 2023-01-13) 

Thesis: ‘Social Policy in Development Contexts: Drivers, Mechanisms and Outcomes’. 

Supervisors: Kenneth Nelson (main), Ann-Zofie Duvander, Olof Bäckman. 

Fil. mag. in political science, Uppsala University, 2011 

 Erasmus exchange term at the University of Granada, 2010. 

PREVIOUS POSITIONS 

Mälardalen University, July 2023 - June 2024  

Post-doc, School of Business, Society and Engineering 

Stockholm University, Feb 2023 – June 2023 

Researcher, Swedish Institute for Social Research (SOFI) 

Stockholm University, Sept 2014 – Jan 2023 

PhD candidate, SOFI and the Department of Sociology 

(Including several longer spells of parental leave between 2015 and 2021) 

Stockholm University, Jan 2012 – Aug 2014. 

Research assistant, SOFI 

Institute for Future Studies, July 2011 – Dec 2011 

Project coordinator/assistant, Vietnamese social policy in comparative perspective 

TEACHING 

Uppsala University, Department of Government 

- Introduction to Social Sciences (Bachelor's Programme in Social Sciences), 2024- 

- Comparative Welfare States (undergraduate), 2024- 

- Global Politics of the Welfare State (advanced), 2024- 

- State Model of Welfare, Social Security and Public Health (Contract Education), 2024- 

- Swedish and Comparative Politics (undergraduate), 2024 

- Supervision of bachelors’ and masters’ theses 

Mälardalen University; School of Business, Society and Engineering 

- Politics of the environment (undergraduate), 2023- (I continue as guest lecturer) 

- Global governance (advanced/distance learning), 2023 

- Methods I (undergraduate), 2023 

- Supervision of bachelors’ theses 

mailto:sebastian.siren@statsvet.uu.se
https://www.uu.se/kontakt-och-organisation/personal?query=N24-889
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Stockholm University, Department of Sociology 

- Power and Social Stratification (undergraduate), 2023 

- Sociology as Science (undergraduate), 2023 

- Comparative Sociology: Power, Class and Gender in the Welfare State (undergraduate), 

2015-2020. 

 

I have supervised 8 theses on bachelor’s level and one on master’s level, in addition to a large 

number of undergraduate essays. 

ACADEMIC & INSTITUTIONAL SERVICE 

Uppsala Political Science Association (UPSA). Treasurer, 2024-. 

Advisory group on communication, Department of Government, Uppsala University 2024-. 

Arbetarrörelsens forskarnätverk [Labour movement researchers’ network]. Chair. 2021-. 

Beredningen för forskarutbildningen (BUF), Board of Human Science, Stockholm University. 

2021-2022. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Articles in international scientific journals: 

Sirén, S. 2024. When growth is not enough: Do government transfers moderate the effect of 

economic growth on absolute and relative child poverty? Global Social Policy, 24(1), 

46–78. 

Sirén, S. 2021. “Is There Anything Left? The Politics of Social Spending in New 

Democracies.” Governance 34(1):67–86. 

Book sections: 

Sirén, S. 2022. “The Politics of Universal Health Coverage: Mechanisms in the Process of 

Healthcare Reform in Bolivia.” Pp. 369–401 in Kuhlmann, J. & Nullmeyer, F. (eds.). 

Causal Mechanisms in the Global Development of Social Policies. Palgrave Macmillan. 

Sirén, S., Doctrinal, L., Van Lancker, W. & Nieuwenhuis, R. 2020. “Childcare Indicators for 

the Next Generation of Research.”. Pp. 627–55 in Van Lancker, W. & Nieuwenhuis, R. 

(eds.). The Palgrave Handbook of Family Policy. Palgrave Macmillan. 

Policy reports and working papers: 

Sirén, S., & Nelson, K. 2025. Grund- eller inkomsttrygghet?: Svenska ekonomiska 

trygghetssystem i förändring. SNS förlag. 

Sirén, S. 2024. Making Growth Inclusive?: Do Government Transfers Moderate the Effect of 

Economic Growth on Absolute and Relative Child Poverty?. LIS Working Paper Series 

no. 879. LIS Datacenter. 

Nieuwenhuis, R., Goedemé, T., Dalén, P., Delanghe, H., Doctrinal, L., Nelson, K., Sirén, S. 

& Penne, T. 2021. “A New Framework for Data on Public Services”. Deliverable 9.6, 

InGRID-2. 
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Sirén, S. 2019. “Välfärdspolitik och jämlikhet: Insikter från jämförande socialpolitisk 

forskning”. LO. 

Doctrinal, L., Fredriksson, D., Nelson, K. & Sirén, S. 2017. “Inventory on Core Social Policy 

Databases and Indicators for Comparative Research”. Deliverable 22.1, InGRID. 

Doctrinal, L., Nelson, K. & Sirén, S. 2015. “Comprehensive indicators for the analysis of out-

of-work benefits: Introducing the out-of-work benefits dataset”, Deliverable 22.3, 

InGRID. 

Fredriksson, D., Sirén, S. & Fritzell, J. 2015. “ESPN Thematic Report on integrated support 

for the long-term unemployed.” European Commission. 

Sirén, S. 2013. “Social Rights in Vietnam and East Asia: A comparative institutional 

analysis”. Journal of Vietnamese Academy of Social Sciences, 9(70): 63-74. 

Sirén, S. 2011. Towards Universalism? – The Obstructed Process of Healthcare Reform in 

Bolivia. Development Research Working Paper Series, nr 12/2011. INESAD. 

Op-ed articles: 

Nelson, K. & Sirén S. 2025 (31 Mars). ”Svensk välfärd försvagades medan vi pratade om 

annat”. DN Debatt. 

Doctoral thesis: 

Sirén, S. 2022. “Social Policy in Development Contexts: Drivers, Mechanisms and 

Outcomes”. PhD thesis. Stockholm University: Department of Sociology. 

GRANTS 

Forte – Swedish Research Council for Health, Working Life and Welfare. Starting grant. “Not 

as bad? The Swedish Welfare State Transformation and its Impact on Poverty and Inequality 

in Comparative Perspective” (PI). SEK 3 706 000. Awarded 2023. 

Korea Foundation. “Korean Social Policy from Comparative Perspective” (Co-applicant. PI: 

Younghwan Byun). USD 80 000. Awarded 2020. 

MISCELLANEOUS PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Training: 

Pedagogy in higher education (UL1), Stockholm University, 7,5hp, 2022. 

Short course in multilevel modelling. Centre for Health Equity Studies (CHESS), 2013. 

LIS Introductory Workshop. LIS Cross-National Data Centre in Luxembourg, 2013. 

Renumerated professional activities: 

Basic or Income Security: The Swedish Social Protection System in a Historical and 

International Perspective. Studieförbundet Näringsliv och Samhälle, SNS. 2025. 

History of the Swedish Welfare state, Lectures, Swedish Healthcare Academy, 2023- 
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Mechanisms of Social Policy Diffusion: Ideational Dynamics of Inclusion and the Political 

Legitimization of Beneficiary Groups. Collaborative Research Centre “Global Dynamics of 

Social Policy” (CRC 1342), University of Bremen, 2022-2023. 

Välfärdspolitik och jämlikhet [Social policy and equality]. Jämlikhetskommissionen, LO 

2019. 

Comparative Taxation Dataset. Northwestern University, 2014. 

Pilot project for the development of a common methodology on reference budgets’ Applica, 

2014. 

For the Balance in the New Welfare State: A Dynamic System Comparison of Five Leading 

European Countries and Their Performance in Terms of Old and New Social Risks. Antwerp 

University & VU University Amsterdam, 2012-2014. 

The CSB-Minimum Income Protection Indicator database. Antwerp University, 2012. 

Sveriges socialförsäkringar i jämförande perspektiv [Swedish Social Insurance in 

Comparative Perspective]. Institute for Future Studies, 2012. 

 

 


