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Medicine at the Borders of Life was a research program that explored meanings, values,
norms, and policies surrounding the uses of human fetuses for medical knowledge production,
vaccine, and pharmaceutical development in Sweden from the eighteenth century to the
twentieth century, with an emphasis on the post-war period. Studies have highlighted different
aspects of this longue durée of the Swedish history of reproductive politics, from monstrous
birth and fetal collecting to the polio vaccine, medical abortion, prenatal diagnosis and the
care of those disabled by thalidomide. Specifically, the research has demonstrated how
Sweden came to occupy a central place in international scientific research and visions of
fetuses, mainly because the country legalized abortion early. Many historiographies have
pointed to bioethics as a guiding principle for the emergence of ethical contestation of embryo
and fetal research in democracies at both sides of the Atlantic. Yet, bio/ethical yardsticks
came in late in this history and it was not until the late twentieth century that fetal research
was regulated in Swedish legislation.

The program joined scholars from several disciplines and in different career positions,
including PhD students and postdoctoral researchers. It was funded by the Swedish Research
Council (Distinguished Young Researcher Grant) and hosted by the Department of History of
Science and Ideas at Uppsala University. Published outputs of the research include peer-
reviewed articles, book chapters, dissertations, and edited volumes. A series of national and
international workshops and conferences were organized arounds themes such as abortion in
the Nordic countries and the origins of research ethics committees. Efforts to provide public
outreach included public talks and lectures as well as the co-production of an animated short
film.
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Uppsala University, Uppsala, Sweden, September 25-26 September, organized by Annika Berg, Maria
Bjorkman, Helena Franzén & Solveig Jilich.

Medical Humanities in Practice: Challenges and Opportunities. National conference at Uppsala
University, Uppsala, Sweden, 8-9 February, 2018, organized by Anna Tunlid (Forum for Medical
Humanities) and Solveig Julich.

Vaccines: Values, Present and Past. An international workshop at Uppsala University, Uppsala,
Sweden, 23-24 November, 2017, organized by Isabelle Dussauge, Morag Ramsey & Solveig Julich.

Extraordinary Bodies in Early Modern Nature and Culture. An international workshop at Uppsala
University, Uppsala, Sweden, 26-27 October, 2017, organized by Maja Bondestam, Helena Franzén &
Solveig Jilich.

History of Medicine Today and Tomorrow, Karolinska institutet, Stockholm, Sweden, 2 October,
2017. Organised by Eva Ahrén, Solveig Jiilich & Motzi EKISF.

Evidence-Based Medicine, Methodology and Boundary work, Uppsala University, Uppsala, Sweden,
24 October, 2016, organized by Francis Lee, Solveig Julich & Morag Ramsey.

Medical Humanities at Uppsala University, Uppsala University, Uppsala, Sweden, 14 April, 2016,
organized by Solveig Julich & Francis Lee.

Abortion in the Nordic countries: New Historical Perspectives, Approaches and Issues, Uppsala

University, Uppsala, Sweden, 27-28 October, 2015, organized by Solveig Jilich and Lena Lennerhed
(Sodertorn University).

Public outreach

Bondestam, Maja, “Mo6t 1600-talets monsterkramare,” Vetenskapsradion Historia, Sveriges radio, 14
November, 2017.



Dussauge, lIsa, Icon: A Historical Documentary, an animated short film produced by the film
collective Don’t Stop the Motion in collaboration with Medicine at the Borders of Life, 2019. (In
Swedish with English subtitles).

Franzén, Helena, “Darfor konserverade lakare kroppsdelar pa 1800-talet,” VVetenskapsradion
Forskarliv, Sveriges radio, 2 February 2023.

Franzén, Helena, “Preparat av backen och foster som kallkategori i medicinhistorisk forskning,”
presentation at conference organized by Néatverket for méanskliga kvarlevor in collaboration with
Riksantikvariedmbetet and Uppsala universitet, Visby, Sweden, 28-29 November 2019.

Jiilich, Solveig, “Embryologiska rum,” Talk show i P1, 22 February, 2023.

Jilich, Solveig, “Manskliga marsvin: Medicinska experiment och forskningsetikens framvaxt,”
Senioruniversitetet, Uppsala, Sweden, 21 March, 2017.

Julich, Solveig, “Vad ska vi gora med skolornas skelett?”” Vetandets varld, Sveriges radio, 17
November, 2016.

Julich, Solveig, “Ett medicinhistoriskt kulturarv blir till: De embryologiska samlingarna i Uppsala,”
Senioruniversitetet, Uppsala, Sweden, 15 March, 2015.

Julich, Solveig & Helena Tinnerholm Ljungberg, “Etikprovning av medicinsk forskning i Sverige — ett

idéhistoriskt perspektiv,” presentation at Centrala etikprévningsnamnden, Vetenskapsradet,
Stockholm, Sweden, 23 April, 2018.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cer3CNvC9zk
https://dstmotion.tumblr.com/
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