The BUP Weekly

News and updates from the Programme

Dear BUP colleagues,

We are happy to tell you that we have published
the event reports from the

symposium 'Universities as Change Agents in
Sustainable Development' and the BUP Teachers'
Day. You will find them on the page with event
reports on the BUP website.

We currently have two calls open focusing young
researchers. If you are interested in traveling the
region and working on a research project at
another university, then the BUP Mobility Grant is
your opportunity. This is the BUP's way to support
research on sustainable development in the
region, by covering travel and accommodation for a
research project. All researchers who finished their
PhD last year are eligible to be nominated for the
BUP PhD Award. This is a distinction given to the
authors of what is judged to be the most qualified
PhD work defended at any of the BUP participating
universities. The winners will receive a prize in the
form of a diploma and support of up to 1000€ for
either attending a scientific conference or
publishing in a peer-reviewed scientific journal.

Next week, on 23 April, we will host the

BUP celebratory webinar 'Nature-Based Solutions
and Public Participation' This event will explore the
relationship between nature-based solutions (NbS)
and public participation.

Do you want to contribute to the BUP’s 35-year
celebratory webinars? We currently welcome
applications for webinars on the subjects of Energy
systems, Sustainable Mobility, Sustainable Tourism
and Democracy/International Relations. Apply to
host a BUP celebratory webinar.

We wish to remind you of the opportunity that is
the symposium 'Sustainability Research and
Teaching in a Time of Polycrisis’. This event will
explore innovative approaches to sustainability
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education, research methodologies that account
for complexity, and strategies to translate
knowledge into real-world impact. It takes place
on 18-19 August 2026 and the deadline for
abstract submission is 15 May.

In this edition of the BUP Weekly:

e Celebratory webinar 'Can We Drink Digital
Water?'

e International Scientific-Practical Student
Conference 'Business, Technology,
Biomedicine: Innovation Insights'

o Jyvaskyld Summer School

e [#b_hack] — Baltic Sea Region Hackathon

e International Scientific Student Conference
for Tourism and Hospitality[tom ldnk]

With best regards,
The Baltic University Programme’s Coordinating
Secretariat

News from the BUP secretariats

The BUP shares a call for registrations to the

Celebratory webinar 'Can We Drink Digital
Water?'

This webinar will focus on water safety and how
water consumption influences the Baltic Sea
Region. It will be held on 21 May at 14 CEST and
the participants are welcome to contribute with
questions to broaden the discussion. This is the
fifth webinar in a series celebrating BUP’s 35th
anniversary in 2026, dedicated to sustainability
and the ten BUP themes.

Artur Magnuszewski (University of Warsaw) will give
a talk titled 'Can we measure the sustainability
using water consumption?'. There are different
ways to measure water resources and their use.
One popular is the index of water availability -
volume of river runoff divided by number of
citizens in a year - (Falkenmark, 2005). Another
way used recently is the Water Exploitation Index
(WEI). For sustainability at the lowest personal
level, it can be used as the volume of water used
per person per day. Questions raised are: How
much water do you use daily and how is this
consumption controlled in the digital era? What is
the meaning of green water, blue water, black
water and grey water? Is the water from the tap
healthy?



Inga Grinfelde (Latvia University of Life Sciences
and Technologies) will explore the question of
whether we can drink digital water. In an era of
artificial intelligence, digital twins, and data-driven
hydrology, this provocative question highlights a
critical reality. No model or algorithm can replace
safe, clean drinking water, which remains essential
for human health and survival. As water safety
becomes increasingly sensitive due to pollution,
climate change, and emerging contaminants, the
responsibility of water engineers grows not only to
model systems but to ensure a reliable, high-
quality water supply for society. The talk calls for a
new educational paradigm that integrates Al
innovation with strong scientific understanding,
ethical responsibility, and a deep commitment to
safeguarding safe drinking water for present and
future generations.

Register to attend the webinar.

Read more about the BUP celebratory webinars on
the BUP website.

News from participating universities

Klaipédos valstybiné kolegija/Higher Education Institution shares a

call for registrations to the " ' . = S5 o

International Scientific-Practical Student . ._..Q“‘_‘.-;;{_.’f‘**""‘
Conference 'Business, Technology, R 53 %
Biomedicine: Innovation Insights' OO N,

This event aims to promote the development of ' A %
applied scientific research in higher education - ’
institutions, to present the latest student-applied f{:gé'h‘e;';_“."‘"“ e
research carried out in the fields of biomedical, A
technological, and social sciences, and to develop

the scientific self-expression of young researchers.

The conference will be held on 21 May at

the Klaipédos valstybiné kolegija/Higher Education

Institution (KVK).

Directions of Scientific Reports:

e Development of cooperation between
business organizations and higher education
institutions;

e The impact of scientific innovations and
applied research on public life;

e Good practices and information
dissemination of project works;

e Management of the development of the
country or regions and economic issues;
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e Educational realities, prospects, and
challenges;

¢ Innovations in biomedical sciences and their
applicability;

¢ Innovations in engineering technologies and
the possibilities of their application;

e Modern information systems, their
development possibilities, and application of
advanced solutions.

The deadline to register for the conference is 21
April.

Read more about the event and register via the
KVK website.
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University of Jyvdskyld shares a call for applications to the

Jyvaskyla Summer School

Do you want to deepen your academic expertise in
STEM - science, technology, engineering,
mathematics - during the summer break, and
create scientific networks and memories?
Jyvaskyld Summer School offers an academic and
cultural journey that allows you to challenge
yourself and develop your skills in your field of
interest.

This event offers courses for advanced Bachelor’s,
Master’s and PhD students as well as post-docs in
various fields of natural sciences, mathematics
and information technology. All courses are taught
in English by distinguished researchers from
different parts of the world. Participation in the
courses is free of charge.

Courses are offered in the following subjects:

e Biological and Environmental Sciences
e Chemistry

e Cognitive Science

e Computational Sciences

e Cyber Security

¢ Inverse Problems

¢ Information Systems Science

e Mathematics

e Nanoscience

e Physics

e Quantum Science and Technology

The deadline for applications is 30 April.

Read more about the event and apply to attend via
the University of Jyvaskyld's website.

The Technische Hochschule Liibeck shares a call for applications for

the

[#b_hack] — Baltic Sea Region Hackathon

This event invites young people from across the
Baltic Sea Region to explore the theme 'Free and
Secure Societies. Working together in challenging
times'. The hackathon takes place in Libeck on 2-
5 July.

Through innovation and teamwork, participants will
tackle real-world challenges and develop ideas
that strengthen both individual freedoms and
collective security. Dive into the exciting worlds of
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Al, storytelling, prototyping, and more. Collaborate
with like-minded young tech innovators from
across the Baltic Sea Region and enjoy an all-
expenses-paid adventure filled with creativity,
networking, and unforgettable experiences.

The target group is changemakers aged 18-29,
living in or from a CBSS Member State (Denmark,
Estonia, Finland, Germany, Iceland, Latvia,
Lithuania, Norway, Poland, or Sweden).

The hackathon will have the following topics:

1. Fake News Detection

2. Pirates of the Baltic Sea

3. RoboFamily: Physicalization of Artificial
Intelligence to make Algorithms Walk Among
Us

4. Voice of the public — What moves us?

5. Resilience by Design — Develop your crisis
readiness checker and trainer

6. Liberty and Security Dashboard

7. Cyberattacks as Predictors

8. Mystery Track

The application closes on 26 April. Read more
about the event and apply via the CBSS website.

Latvia University of Life Sciences and Technologies shares a call for

registrations to

International Scientific Student
Conference for Tourism and Hospitality

This event targets undergraduate and master’s
students, whose studies and research activities
are related to the tourism industry and/or the
hospitality sector. The conference is organised by
the Faculty of Tourism and Hospitality
Management at Latvia University of Life Sciences
and Technologies (LBTU) and it will be held online
on 15 May.

This conference offers students an opportunity to:

e Present their research to an international
academic audience,

e Engage in discussions on current tourism and
hospitality trends, challenges, and
innovations,

e Network with peers from different countries,

e Develop future collaboration and research
opportunities.

Students are invited to submit abstracts for:
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e Paper presentations,
e E-posters,
e |nteractive discussions.

The organisers welcome innovative ideas and
research addressing contemporary issues in
tourism, hospitality, restaurant services, and hotel
management. The registration deadline is 10 May.
To read more about the event and register, visit
the LBTU website.
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